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Message from the  

Hon. Prime Minister of Sri Lanka  

and Chairperson,  

Central Cultural Fund 

 
 

 

 

I extend my greetings and best wishes to all participants of the CCF – 

ICOMOS National Conference 2025, held to mark the 35th anniversary 

of Dr. Roland Silva’s election as the first Asian President of ICOMOS 

International, the global organization dedicated to the conservation 

and management of cultural heritage. 

Dr. Silva’s contributions to Sri Lanka and the international heritage 

community have been significant. Through his leadership and 

commitment, he brought global recognition to Sri Lanka’s cultural 

legacy and established the foundations for heritage conservation in the 

country. I am proud to note that the Central Cultural Fund, which I 

chair, is one of Dr. Silva’s enduring initiatives. It provides a model for 

sustainable funding of heritage projects without relying solely on the 

national treasury. 

This conference, organized jointly by the CCF and ICOMOS Sri Lanka, 

honours Dr. Silva’s work while exploring the future of heritage 

management in Sri Lanka. With over 60 research papers from across the 

country, the event reflects a strong national commitment to preserving 

our shared past through inclusive and sustainable practices. 
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Protecting and promoting cultural heritage is essential not only for 

preserving monuments and traditions but also for nurturing national 

identity, strengthening social cohesion, and ensuring continuity across 

generations. 

I thank the Director General and staff of the CCF, the President and 

members of ICOMOS Sri Lanka, and all presenters and participants. 

May your discussions lead to outcomes that strengthen Sri Lanka’s 

heritage framework and inspire a new generation of cultural 

custodians.   

Dr. Harini Amarasuriya 

Prime Minister of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka 

Chairperson, Central Cultural Fund 

07.10.2025 
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Message from the Hon. Minister of 

Buddhasasana, Religious and 

Cultural Affairs 

 
 

 

 

 

I am pleased to extend my greetings to all participants of the CCF - 

ICOMOS National Conference 2025, held in honor of the late Dr. 

Roland Silva, whose visionary leadership transformed Sri Lanka’s 

approach to heritage conservation and management. 

Dr. Roland Silva was a towering figure in Sri Lanka’s cultural heritage 

sector. He was a visionary whose contributions continue to shape 

national and international discourse on conservation and management 

of cultural heritage. As the founder of the Central Cultural Fund and 

ICOMOS Sri Lanka, who went on to become the President of the world 

body of ICOMOS, his leadership blended technical excellence with 

deep cultural insight. This conference, dedicated to his enduring 

legacy, invites us to reflect on the path he paved and to envision bold 

new directions for the future. 

As the Minister in-charge of the subject of culture, I witness the 

profound role heritage plays in everyday life, from ancient temples and 

sacred sites to folk customs and oral traditions. These expressions are 

not remnants of the past, but living traditions that guide our moral 

compass and social harmony. 
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This conference, bringing together scholars, professionals, and 

communities from across Sri Lanka, presents a vital platform to reflect 

on how we care for this inheritance in a rapidly changing world. In 

order to realize the vision of the new government, I am especially 

encouraged by the inclusion of voices from Sri Lanka’s North in this 

conference, highlighting a shared national responsibility to protect 

what unites us. 

Looking forward, following the pathway paved by Dr. Roland Silva, 

we must embrace more inclusive and participatory approaches to 

heritage conservation and management, recognizing the wisdom of 

traditional custodians and actively engaging younger generations in 

preservation efforts. 

I commend the CCF and ICOMOS Sri Lanka for organizing this 

important event. May your deliberations inspire new strategies, 

stronger partnerships, and a renewed national commitment to 

protecting our shared legacy for future generations. I wish the 

conference every success.   

Dr. Hiniduma Sunil Senevi 

Hon. Minister of Buddhasasana, Religious and Cultural Affairs 

Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka 

13.10.2025 
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Message from the Director General, 

Central Cultural Fund and 

President, ICOMOS Sri Lanka 

 
 

 

 

 

It is both an honor and a privilege to share this message as the Director 

General of the Central Cultural Fund (CCF) and President of ICOMOS 

Sri Lanka, the two institutions envisioned and established by the late 

Dr. Roland Silva. I am humbled to serve in the very leadership roles he 

once held, and to carry forward the legacy of a man who shaped the 

landscape of cultural heritage in Sri Lanka and beyond. 

Late Dr. Roland Silva was not merely a pioneer; he was a visionary 

whose tireless commitment to the protection, conservation, and 

management of cultural heritage brought international recognition to 

this Island nation. His contributions need no retelling here: they are 

deeply etched in the monuments he preserved, the institutions he built, 

and the minds he mentored. 

This conference, jointly organized by the Central Cultural Fund and 

ICOMOS Sri Lanka, aims to explore new strategies, responsibilities, 

and collaborative approaches to heritage conservation in a rapidly 

changing world. As we stand at the crossroads of technological 

advancement, climate challenges, community transformation, and 

globalization, it is imperative that heritage professionals are equipped 

to respond innovatively and ethically. This gathering provides a timely 

and vital platform to address such issues. 
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I wish to express my deep gratitude to the Hon. Prime Minister of Sri 

Lanka and Chairperson of the Central Cultural Fund, Dr. Harini 

Amarasuriya, and the Hon. Minister of Buddhasasana, Religious and 

Cultural Affairs, Dr. Hiniduma Sunil Senevi, for their leadership and 

unwavering commitment to heritage stewardship, and for gracing the 

inaugural session of this conference. 

My sincere thanks also go to the dedicated staff of the CCF, the Council 

Members of ICOMOS Sri Lanka, and all others who have worked 

tirelessly to make this event a success. I am especially appreciative of 

the presenters whose insightful contributions, along with the rigor of 

our expert review panel, who have ensured the scholarly quality and 

relevance of this conference. 

Let this be not only a tribute to a great legacy, but a turning point in 

how we shape the future of Sri Lanka’s cultural heritage. 

With gratitude,   

Dr. Nilan Cooray 

Director General, Central Cultural Fund 

President, ICOMOS Sri Lanka 

13.10.2025 
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Message of the Conference Chair  

 
 

 

 

 

Why This Conference Matters…. 

It is with great pleasure and a deep sense of responsibility that I 

welcome you to the National Conference “Beyond Dr. Roland Silva: 

Charting New Frontiers in Sri Lanka’s Cultural Heritage”, to be held in 

Colombo on 25–26 October 2025. 

Jointly organized by the Central Cultural Fund (CCF) and ICOMOS Sri 

Lanka, this event serves both as a tribute and a timely call to action. At 

its heart lies a dual purpose: first, to honor the enduring legacy of Dr. 

Roland Silva, a professional, scholar, and visionary, whose 

contributions have profoundly shaped the landscape of cultural 

heritage in Sri Lanka; and second, to build upon that legacy by 

envisioning the future of heritage stewardship in our country. 

Dr. Silva’s pioneering efforts, from founding the Central Cultural Fund 

to leading the UNESCO Cultural Triangle Project and becoming the 

first Asian President of ICOMOS International, laid a transformative 

foundation for how we understand, safeguard, and promote our 

heritage. 

As we look to the future, this conference invites us to go “beyond” in 

the truest sense: not to move past Dr. Silva’s vision, but to extend it. In 

an era shaped by climate change, technological disruption, shifting 

institutional frameworks, and evolving community expectations, 
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heritage professionals face both new challenges and new opportunities. 

How do we adapt? How do we collaborate across disciplines, 

languages, ethnic and religious divides, and generations to sustain and 

enrich Sri Lanka’s cultural legacy? 

This conference has therefore been envisioned as more than a 

commemorative event. It is a platform for critical dialogue, creative 

thinking, and shared responsibility. With thematic panels covering a 

broad spectrum, from heritage policy and climate resilience to cultural 

tourism and digital technologies, we hope to inspire contributions that 

are rigorous, inclusive, and forward-looking. 

We are proud to present 66 academic papers from a diverse group of 

established and emerging scholars, practitioners, policymakers, and 

students from across the country (from the North to the South), 

gathering in a true spirit of collegiality and national purpose. It is a 

profound honor to serve as Chair of this conference, which promises to 

be a meaningful forum for thoughtful academic and professional 

exchange. The conference is structured into seven academic sessions 

held over two days, with two parallel sessions running in separate 

rooms to accommodate the large number of accepted abstracts. 

Let us reflect, but also reimagine. Let us honor the past while boldly 

charting a course for the future of Sri Lanka’s cultural heritage. 

We look forward to your presence and participation.   

Dr. Sagara Jayasinghe 

Conference Chair 

‘Beyond Dr. Roland Silva: Charting New Frontiers in Sri Lanka’s Cultural 

Heritage’ 

CCF – ICOMOS Sri Lanka National Conference 2025 

13.10.2025  
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Roland Silva: Guardian of a Nation’s Soul 

 
In the year 1933, in the small town of Giriulla, a boy was born; not to 

follow the path laid before him, but to carve his own. Educated at St. 

Joseph’s College, Colombo, Roland Silva was expected to become an 

accountant, the future custodian of the family business. Yet, the young 

man chose instead to listen to a different calling: the poetry of form, 

space, and memory, setting his sights on architecture, a choice that 

surprised even his closest kin. 

Between 1954 and 1959, at the distinguished Architectural Association 

(AA) School of Architecture in London, Roland mastered his craft. Yet, 

as if architecture alone were not enough to satisfy his boundless 

curiosity, he simultaneously pursued a Postgraduate Diploma in 

Indian Archaeology at the University of London, completing it in 1958. 

Even then, he was stitching together past and present, art and 

archaeology, intuition, and intellect. 

 

A Career of Purpose Over Profit… 

Upon his return to Sri Lanka, he became an Associate Member of the 

Ceylon Institute of Architects in 1960, and joined the Royal Institute of 

British Architects in 1962. But while many might have turned to 

lucrative architectural practice, Roland Silva chose a path of purpose 

over profit. In 1960, he joined the Department of Archaeology as 

Assistant Commissioner (Architect), marking the beginning of a long 

and remarkable journey of safeguarding the Island’s soul through its 

bricks, stones, and timbers. 

Ever the scholar, he continued to enrich his expertise, earning a 

Postgraduate Diploma in the Conservation of Monuments from the 

University of Rome in 1968, and later, a Doctorate from the University 
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of Leiden in the Netherlands in 1988, a testament to his lifelong 

devotion to learning. 

 

Leadership Beyond Titles… 

Over a 30-year career at the Department of Archaeology, Roland Silva 

held many titles, but his influence transcended them. He became both 

its last Commissioner of Archaeology and its first Director General, 

guiding the institution through a transformative era. Under his 

leadership, monumental tasks were undertaken: the re-erection of the 

towering but shattered Maligavila Buddha Image, and the majestic 

Dambegoda Bodhisattva Image, projects that required not just boldness 

and skill, but reverence. 

 

A Renaissance of Heritage: The Cultural Triangle Awakens… 

Perhaps the most luminous chapter in his legacy is the UNESCO–Sri 

Lanka Cultural Triangle Project, begun in 1980. This grand vision was 

not just a conservation initiative, but a reawakening of a nation’s 

heritage consciousness. To sustain it, he established the Central 

Cultural Fund (CCF), a pioneering mechanism that channeled gate 

collections from heritage sites directly into conservation efforts, 

ensuring both sustainability and sovereignty. 

But he did more than conservation; he liberated. He broke the barriers 

of bureaucracy, inviting university scholars into archaeological 

research and allowing private sector architects to contribute to heritage 

conservation. He envisioned a culture of shared stewardship, where 

knowledge, not hierarchy, was the foundation. 

Among his finest achievements under UNESCO – Sri Lanka Cultural 

Triangle Project was the conservation of gigantic Jetavana and 

Abhayagiri stupas. These were not simply conservation feats, but acts 
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of cultural resurrection. UNESCO would hail the Roland Silva-led 

Cultural Triangle Project as one of the most successful international 

heritage campaigns in the developing world, a model of clarity, speed, 

and integrity. 

 

Nurturing Future Guardians… 

With foresight that looked generations ahead, he helped establish the 

Centre for Archaeological Studies (now Postgraduate Institute of 

Archaeology or PGIAR) at the University of Kelaniya, and a Course on 

Architectural Conservation of Monuments and Sites (ACOMAS) at the 

University of Moratuwa to train and build capacity of the young 

archaeologists and conservationists. Through these institutions, he also 

cultivated new fields: mural and artifact conservation, scientific dating, 

material analysis, heritage documentation etc., broadening the 

definition of conservation itself. 

 

A Global Legacy of Heritage… 

Dr. Roland Silva also played a central role in gaining World Heritage 

recognition for all six of Sri Lanka’s cultural sites (Anuradhapura, 

Polonnaruva, Sigiriya, Dambulla, Kandy and Galle), forever placing the 

Island’s cultural heritage on the world heritage map. 

But his vision did not stop at monuments. In 1994, he founded the Galle 

Heritage Foundation, Sri Lanka’s first site-specific institution for the 

management of living heritage, involving not only experts but local 

residents, politicians, government officials and other stake holders. He 

also founded the Sri Lankan National Committee of International 

Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS Sri Lanka) in 1981, serving 

as its first President until 1990, and later established The National Trust 

to protect heritage beyond state control. 
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A Visionary on the World Stage… 

On the international stage, Dr. Roland Silva shone just as brightly. With 

boundless energy, profound knowledge, and a gift for building 

consensus, he was elected the first Asian President of ICOMOS 

International, serving an unprecedented three consecutive terms from 

1990 to 1999. During his presidency, he tirelessly promoted the 

formation of national ICOMOS committees across African, Asian, and 

Latin American continents, striving to make ICOMOS not a Eurocentric 

elite, but a truly global family. He advised heritage projects across 

every continent. Among his most prestigious contributions was his 

leadership in the conservation of the Italy’s Leaning Tower of Pisa, a 

global icon entrusted to his capable hands. 

 

Reviving a Language of Stone and Timber Heritage… 

Yet, perhaps Dr. Roland Silva’s most original contribution was his deep 

understanding of Sri Lanka’s traditional architecture. Through years of 

meticulous fieldwork and archival study, he decoded the language of 

historic Vatadages, Bodhigharas, and image houses. He brought back 

the lost forms of these heritage buildings back to life with scientific 

clarity and cultural empathy. Unlike others, he did not imitate 

tradition, but he revived it. His designs employed brick corbelling, 

radial vaults, arches, and timber kenimadala, crafting a distinctly Sri 

Lankan architectural language for the modern age. 

His architectural design for the Polonnaruwa Site Museum stands as a 

quiet masterpiece, where architecture blends seamlessly with the land 

it interprets. The incorporation of a flowing irrigation canal as a 

borrowed scenery into the building’s spatial and visual structure, 

brings both aesthetic grace and spiritual calm, refreshing the minds of 

visitors as they move from gallery to gallery. 
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Son of the Soil, A Legacy Etched in Time… 

Through it all, Dr. Roland Silva remained what he always was: a leader, 

a teacher, a visionary, a pathfinder. A man who stood firmly in the 

present while speaking gently to the future. 

On the first day of year 2020, he took his final bow from this world. But 

his legacy lives on, in every monument restored, in every institution 

built, in every student mentored, and in every inch of this Island where 

memory and meaning still endure. He was, in every sense, a true son 

of Mother Lanka, a giant of our time, and a spirit far ahead of it. 

 
Dr. Nilan Cooray 

Director General, Central Cultural Fund 

President, ICOMOS Sri Lanka 
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The ancient Sri Lankan Fortress at Māntota built in the 2nd century B.C. and  

lasted for over 1000 years (Google Earth image) 
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Conference Programme 

 Day 01:  25th October 2025 (Saturday) 

Session I: (Main Auditorium) 

Inaugural Session 

08:30 am– 

08:45 am 

Registration of Participants 

08:45 am Participants and invitees take their seats 
 

08:55 am Arrival of the Hon. Prime Minister and Hon. Minister of 

Buddhasasana, Religious and Cultural Affairs 
 

09:00 am- 

10.50 am 

▪ Welcome Speech by Dr. Nilan Cooray, Director 

General, Central Cultural Fund and President, ICOMOS 

Sri Lanka 

 

▪ Publication Launch: Tivanka Image House – Final 

(30th) volume of the ‘Painting of Sri Lanka’ series, co-

authored by the late Dr. Roland Silva and 

collaborators 

 

▪ Commemorative Stamp Issue: Celebrating the 35th 

Anniversary of late Dr. Roland Silva’s Election as 

President of ICOMOS International 

 

▪ Keynote Address by Dr. Ranjith Jayasena, Senior 

Archaeologist, City of Amsterdam, the Netherlands 

 

▪ Address by Hon. Minister of Buddhasasana, Religious 

and Cultural Affairs 

 

▪ Address by Hon. Prime Minister of Sri Lanka 
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▪ Vote of Thanks by Archt. H.K. Balachandra, Senior 

Vice President, ICOMOS Sri Lanka  

 

▪ Closing of the session 

 
10:50 am- 

11.10 am 

Refreshments 
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 Session II: (Room A)  
Theme: Layered Meanings: Interpreting 

Heritage Landscapes and Places 
 

Chair: Prof. Samitha Manawadu 

Session II: (Room B) 
Theme: Reframing Heritage Governance: 
Policies, Institutions, and Participatory 

Processes 
 

Chair: Prof. P.B. Mandawala 

11.10 am- 
11.15 am 

Introduction of the Theme and Session Chair  Introduction of the Theme and Session Chair  

11.15 am- 
11.30 am 
 
 

11.30 am- 
11.35 am 

Prehistoric petroglyphs in two rock shelters at 
Dānigala in Polonnaruva District of Sri Lanka.  
Raj Somadeva 

 
Discussion 

Y%S ,xldfõ ixialD;sl Wreu m%;sm;a;s iy wdh;ksl 
rduqfõ iuld,Sk .eg¿ 
 

wkqreoaO r;aj;af;a" ks,laIka úfÊr;ak" ä,dka 
chj¾Ok" YHdu,a bfrdaIka 
 

idlÉPdj  

11.35 am- 
11.50 am 
 
 
11.50 am-
11.55 am 

Pleistocene landscape of Rathnapura: evidence 
from vertebrate fossils, trace fossils and possible 
coprolite 
P.M.E.A. Geethanjalee Muhandiram 

Discussion 

Ancient Stones, Living Laws: Sigiriya's legal future  
Medha de Alwis 

 
 
Discussion 

11.55 am- 
12.10 pm 
 
12.10 pm- 
12.15 pm  

The Rise and Disappearance of Māntoṭa:  
Sri Lanka’s Lost Maritime Gateway 
Prasad Fonseka 
 

Discussion 

From Static Protection to Active Participation: 
Proclaiming heritage in reforming education 
Harsha Munasinghe and Minosha Sanjuniw, 
 

Discussion 
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12.15 pm- 
12.30 pm 
 
 

 
 
 
12.30 pm- 
12.35 pm 

Transformation of heritage landscape Jaffna: 
Examination of sustainable transformation with 
reference to Nallur Kandaswamy Kovil & 
surroundings and Jaffna Naguleswaram Kovil 
surroundings. 
  

Charan Bawan and Wasana De Silva 

Discussion 

ixialD;sl Wreu wdrlaIKh iy l<ukdlrKh¦  
YS% ,dxlSh ffk;sl hdka;%Kfha iM,;djh 
 
tia' wd¾' t,a' frdaid 
 
 
 
idlÉPdj 

12.35 pm- 
12.50 pm 
 
 

12.50 am- 
12.55 pm 

kdu,a Whk( wdrdóh ie,iqïlrKh iy  
N+-mßirh 
l=iqïisß fldä;=jlal= 
 
Discussion 

wkqrdOmqr mqrdúoHd fl!;=ld.drh weiqfrka ft;sydisl 
f.dvke.s,sj, l;D;ajh wdrlaId lsÍu yd Ndú; w.h 
;=,kh lsÍfï wjYH;djh 
ã'tï' fl!Y,Hd f.!;ó l=udß Èidkdhl 

idlÉPdj 

12.55 pm- 
1.00 pm 

Summing up and Closing of the Session by the 
Session Chair 

Summing up and Closing of the Session by the 
Session Chair 

1.00 pm- 
1.40 pm 

Lunch 
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 Session III: (Room A)  
Theme: Digital Heritage Frontiers: AI, 3D 

Modeling, and Immersive Digital 
Technologies 

Chair: Dr. Arjuna Thanthilage 

Session III: (Room B) 
Theme: Memory and Meaning:  

Reimagining Heritage Landscapes and Places 
 

Chair: Prof. R.M.M. Chandrarathne 

1.40 pm- 
1.45 pm 

Introduction of the Theme and Session Chair Introduction of the Theme and Session Chair 

1.45 pm-
2.00 pm 
 
 
 
2.00 pm– 
2.05 pm 

;s%l=Kdu,h wdYs%; merKs hqO iaudrl 
jd¾;dlrKfha§ ;s%udK jd¾;dlrKh i`oyd 
m%fõYhla  
ä'tï' pß; nqoaêl" á'ä'iS' mqIaml=udr" 
whs'wd¾'tka'ví' nKavdr" ukaodrïkqjr pkaodkkao 
ysñ iy tÉ'tï' wurd l=udß 
 
idlÉPdj 

Impacts of the Customs and Beliefs in Laying out and 
Development of the Regal City of Anuradhapura 
Samitha Manawadu 

 
 
 
Discussion 

2.05 pm-
2.20 pm 
 

2.20 pm– 
2.25 pm 

AI-based Predictive Modeling of Visitor Flow at 
Sri Lankan Heritage Sites to Manage Over 
Tourism and Structural Stress 
L.N.A.B.M. Nissanka and C.R. Withanaachchi 

Discussion 

Stargate map of Ranmasu Uyana: Digital 
geomythology of heritage landscapes 
Rajah Sanjai Madhusanad and Wasana De Silva 

Discussion 

2.25 pm-
2.40 pm  
 

2.40 pm-
2.45pm 

Charting New Frontiers in Sri Lanka’s Cultural 
Heritage: Evidence-Based Visual Media for 
Living Heritage 
Harin Wickramasinghe 

Discussion 

Yapahuwa stairway: Intersections of architecture, 
archaeology, and engineering in Medieval Sri Lanka 
Susil Lamahewa and Dhananjaya Gamalath 

Discussion 



 
Beyond Dr. Roland Silva: Charting New Frontiers in Sri Lanka’s Cultural Heritage 25th & 26th October 2025, Sri Lanka Foundation, 

Colombo 07, Sri Lanka 

 
 Central Cultural Fund & ICOMOS Sri Lanka 

23 
 

2.45 pm-
3.00 pm 
 

3.00 pm- 
3.05 pm 

Annotating 3D Models as a Critical Practice for 

Interactive Heritage Interpretation in Sri Lanka 

Dinusha Wepitiyage  

Discussion 

Yapahuwa: Defense Architecture of the medieval 
capital and its historic hinterland 
Sujika Katupotha 

Discussion 

3.05 pm-
3.20 pm  
 
 

3.20 pm- 
3.25 pm 

The Potential Use of AI Image Generation in 
Responsibly Facilitating Multivocality in Cultural 
Heritage Interpretation 
I.G.R.N. Wimalasuriya, G.J. Burgers and L. Krause 
 

Discussion 

Tracing Colonial Landscapes: Re-discovering 
Menikkadawara Portuguese Fort with LiDAR  
M.A.S. Manoj Madduma Arachchi,  
Navoda Gunarathna and Chryshane Mendis 
 

Discussion 

3.25 pm- 
3.30 pm 

Summing up and Closing of the Session by the 
Session Chair 

Summing up and Closing of the Session by the 
Session Chair 

3.30 pm- 
3.45 pm 

Refreshments 
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 Session IV: (Room A)  
Theme: From Space to Site: GIS and  

LiDAR Technologies 
Chair: Prof. Mangala Katugampala 

Session IV: (Room B) 
Theme: Unearthing the Past:  

Investigating Archaeological Heritage Sites 
Chair: Prof. Thusitha Mendis 

3.45 pm- 
3.50 pm 

Introduction of the Theme and Session Chair  Introduction of the Theme and Session Chair  

3.50 pm- 
4.05 pm 
 
 

4.05 pm- 
4.10 pm 

A GIS-based analysis of architectural 
transformations and heritage preservation 
framework: a case study in Kandy 
R.B.S.W.M.D.B. Kelegama 

Discussion 

ia;r wOHhkfhka y÷kd.;a merKs N+ o¾Ykfha 
iajNdjhka ^wNh.srs ia;+mfhka kef.kysr fmdl=K 
leKSu weiqfrka& 
tÉ'tA'tka'hQ' chr;ak 

idlÉPdj 

4.10 pm- 
4.25 pm  
 
 

4.25 pm- 
4.30 pm 

Developing a GIS-based Smart Tourism 
Framework for Cultural Heritage Tourism in 
Anuradhapura 
S.A.D. Senarathne 

Discussion 

fmdf<dkakrefõ wxl 01 Ysj foajd, leKSfuka 
y`ÿkd.;aa m%;sixialrK yd boslsrSï wjê mss<sn| 
úYaf,aYkd;aul wOHhkhla 
m%shka; udrisxy iy ta'ta'jhs' iïm;a 

idlÉPdj 

4.30 pm- 
4.45 pm 
 
 

4.45 pm- 
4.50 pm 

Unveiling Raigama through LiDAR: Remote 
Sensing Approach to Sri Lanka’s Archaeological 
Landscapes 
Samandika Manoj Madduma Arachchi 

Discussion 

iuka., merKs fn!oaO ix>drduh wdYs%; leKSïj,ska 
wkdjrKh jQ uDkauh wdodyk jHQyh ms<sn`oj 
úu¾Ykhla' 
ã'tia'ta' uqKisxy" tia'ta'm%ikak" t,a'à'Ô' wdkkao"  
ã'à' fukaäia" wd¾'î' Èidkdhl" tï' lgq.ïfmd< 
idlÉPdj 

4.50 pm- 
4.55 pm 

Summing up and Closing of the Session by the 
Session Chair 

Summing up and Closing of the Session by the 
Session Chair 

End of the Day 1 Programme 
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Day 02:  26th October 2025 (Sunday) 

 Session V: (Room A)  
Theme: Tech-Driven Heritage Research and 

Documentation: 3D Modeling, AI, and Beyond 
 

Chair: Archt. Jayatissa Herath 

Session V: (Room B) 
Theme: Hidden Histories, Living Legacies: 

Rediscovering Marginalized Heritage 
 

Chair: Ms. Bindu Urugodawatte 

09.00 am- 
09.05 am 

Introduction of the Theme and Session Chair  Introduction of the Theme and Session Chair  

09.05 am- 
09.20 am 
 
 

09.20 am- 
09.25 am 

A Digital-Twin model for heritage conservation: 
High-precision photogrammetric documentation 
of Thuparama image-house, Polonnaruva 
Nelson Wijenayake 
 

Discussion 

The Newly Discovered Petikade: A Time Capsule of 
17th–18th Century Life 
Chamikara Pilapitiya  

 

Discussion 

09.25 am- 
09.40 am 
 
 
09.40 am-
09.45 am 

Unveiling Balana Fort: Ground Penetrating 
Radar Survey of a Kandyan Fortification in  
Sri Lanka  
Kasun Wijethunga, Dilan Ranaweera and 
Chryshane Mendis 
Discussion 

,yq;ifapd; Etnuypah khtl;lj;jpy; ,d;W kw;Wk; 
ehis kiyafj;jpd; ghuk;gupak 
rutzd; yf;\ud 
 
fye;Jiuahly ; 
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09.45 am- 
10.00 am 
 

 

 

10.00 am- 
10.05 am  

mqrdúoHd;aul j¾;.;lrKh iy ;SrK .ekSu 
i|yd kùk ;dlaIKhka( Y%S ,xldfõ we;s wNsfhda. 
iy wjia:d  
chïm;a fiakdkdhl" w¾cqk ;ka;s,f.a" m%sYdka; 
.=Kj¾Ok" ufkdaÊ ñysrx." lS¾ iag%sla,kaâ iy 
n%eâ,s fhdka 
 

idlÉPdj 

wúiaidfõ,a,-háhkaf;dg mer‚ ÿïßh ud¾.fha N+ 
o¾Ykh iy wdY%s; mqrdúoHd Wreuh 
B'ã'tÉ' iur;=x.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

idlÉPdj 

10.05 am- 
10.20 am 
 
 

 

10.20 am- 
10.25 am 

fiareú, ú,a.ïfjfyr leKSu jHdmD;sh weiqfrka 
mqrdúoHd;aul leKSï jd¾;dlrKh i`oyd 
PdhdrEmñ;slrK l%ufõo Ndú;h  
 

ä'tï' pß; nqoaêl" chïm;a fiakdkdhl"  
á'ä'iS' mqIaml=udr" whs'wd¾'tka'ví' nKavdr"  
whs'ä'wd¾'t,a' chka; 
 

idlÉPdj 

The Forgotten Measure: The Miti Riyana as a Four-
Inch Unit in Buddhist Canonical Tradition 
 

K.L Fernando 
 
 
Discussion 

10.25 am- 
10.40 am 
 

10.40 am- 
10.45 am 

Technological Frontiers for Lankan Numismatics  
Kavan Ratnatunge 
 
 

Discussion 

Reclaiming Neglected Spaces: A Democratic Reading 
of Galle’s Urban Heritage 
 

Chameli Wijeweera and J.I. Dharmasena 
 

Discussion 

10.45 am- 
10.50 am 

Summing up and Closing of the Session by the 
Session Chair 

Summing up and Closing of the Session by the 
Session Chair 

10.50 pm- 
11.05 pm 

Refreshments 
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 Session VI: (Room A)  
Theme: Preserving the Past, Shaping the 

Future: Inclusive and Sustainable Heritage 
Conservation and Management 

 
Chair: Prof. Janaka Wijesundara 

Session VI: (Room B) 
Theme: Water Wisdom of the Past: Ancient 
Irrigation Systems and Sustainable Futures 

 

 

Chair: Dr. Aruna Rajapaksha 

11.05 am- 
11.10 am 

Introduction of the Theme and Session Chair Introduction of the Theme and Session Chair 

11.10am-  
11.25 am 
 
 
11.25 am– 
11.30 am 

wkqrdOmqr m¾hka; m%foaYfha msysá mqrdúoHd iaudrl 
ixrCIKh lr bÈßm;a lsÍu yd l<ukdlrKh 
YHdu,S .=Kr;ak 

idlÉPdj 

In-basin and Trans-basin Diversions in Ancient 
Irrigation Systems of Sri Lanka 
 

Ms Badra Kamaladasa, and Ms Janaki Meegastenna 

 
Discussion 

11.30am- 
11.45 am 
 
 

11.45 pm– 
11.50 pm 

lgqjkakdj wdik>rh weiqfrka iaudrl y`ÿkd.ekSu 
yd ixrlaIKh ms<sn`oj kej; lshùula 
fla'ta' ics;a kqjka jkisxy 
 

idlÉPdj 

 wkqrdOmqr merKs fhdaO we< weiqßka ixialD;sl jdß 
N+-o¾Yk iy bjqre ks¾udK Ys,amSh l%u  
tÉ'tÉ'ta' lreKdr;ak 

idlÉPdj 

11.50pm- 
12.05 pm 
12.05 pm-
12.10 pm 

.d¨ jrdfha uqyqÿn;a jQ wefjdkaiag¾ (Avondster) 
kefjys yuq jQ úYd, ueá nr‚h ixrlaIKh  
fla'jhs' .dñŒ iuka 

idlÉPdj 

wNh.srs úydr mrsY%fha c, l<ukdlrKh 
B'ã' ruH,;d 
 

idlÉPdj 
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12.10pm-
12.25 pm 
 

12.25 pm- 
12.30 pm 

Towards Sustainable Archaeological Heritage 
Management in Northern Sri Lanka: The Case of 
Jaffna Peninsula 
S. Sivaruby 

Discussion 

The Secrete behind the sustainability of ancient 
system: Technologies with reference to Hydraulic 
works 
Kapila Peiris 

Discussion 

12.30 pm- 
12.35 pm 

Summing up and Closing of the Session by the 
Session Chair 

Summing up and Closing of the Session by the 
Session Chair 

12.35 pm- 
01.10 pm 

Lunch 

 

 Session VII: (Room A)  
Theme: Cultural Tourism and Heritage 

Reimagined: Interpreting Places,  
Identities, and Experiences 

 

Chair Dr. P. Ahilan 

Session VII: (Room B) 
Theme: Sustainable Approaches to Cultural 

Heritage Conservation and Management 
 

Chair:  Prof. D.P. Chandrasekera 

01.10 pm- 
01.15 pm 

Introduction of the Theme and Session Chair  Introduction of the Theme and Session Chair  

01.15pm- 
01.30 pm 

 
01.30 pm- 
01.35 pm 

Damila Stupa in Polonnaruva: A New Platform 
for Cultural Tourism 
Ven. Galwewe Wimalakhanthi and Priyantha 
Marasinghe 
 

Discussion 

The Role of Aesthetic Value in Cultural Heritage 
Conservation: A Case Study of Sigiriya, Sri Lanka 
K.H.E Gunasingha 

 

Discussion 
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01.35pm- 
01.50 pm
  
 

01.50 pm- 
01.55 pm 

njhl;LzuKbahj kuGupik mk;rq;fSk; 
fyhrhu Rw;WyhTk; - ke;Jtpy; gpuNjrj;jpid 
mbg;gilahff; nfhz;lJ 
ju;rpfh eluhrh 

fye;Jiuahly; 

ìx.sßh foaj.sß úydrfha ˜geïmsg máud>r˜ jdia;= 
úoHd;aul ixrlaIKh 
kdro udrisxy" ã';=is; fukaäia" tï'Ô'r;akmd, iy 
iq.;a úl%uisxy 
 
idlÉPdj 

01.55pm- 
02.10 pm 
 
02.10 pm- 
02.15 pm 

rkfhy fyhrhu Rw;Wyhtpy; aho;g;ghzf; 
Nfhl;il 
,uhkypq;fk; n[dpjh 

fye;Jiuahly; 

wNh.sß ia;+m kef.kysr fmdl=K leŒï N+ñfhka 
yuqjk ffY,uh c, Ndckh ixrlaIKh lr m%oYkh 
lsÍfï jeo.;alu 
fla'Ô'tÉ' rkaÈl 
 

idlÉPdj 

02.15pm- 
02.30 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 

02.30pm- 
02.35 pm 

Reflection of Tourism Destination Image 
through Online Reviews: A Netnographic 
Approach to UNESCO World Heritage Site of 
Rangiri Dambulla Cave Temple, Sri Lanka 
Indrachapa Weerasinghe and A.A.H. Pamalka, 

Discussion 

 fmdf<dkakrefõ wxl 01 Ysj foajd, bÈlsÍï ;dlaIKh 
iy j;auka ixrlaIKh ms<sn| wOHhkh 
fla'Ô'ví' ir;a l=udr 
 
 
 
idlÉPdj 

02.35pm- 
02.50 pm 
 

02.50pm- 
02.55 pm 

Cultural Tourism with Special Reference to the 
Conservation and Adaptive Re-use of Garumuni 
Walawwa as a Semi-Luxury Boutique Hotel. 
M. Chinthana Piyadigama 

Discussion 

Preserving Vanishing Memories: A Case Study on 
Community Narratives and the Abandoned 
Townscape of Dedugala, Sri Lanka 
Buddisha Weerasuriya, Udara Rajapakse 

Discussion 
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02.55pm- 
03.10 pm 
 

03.10pm- 
03.15 pm 

hdmyqj rdcOdksfha iufha hdmyqj m¾j;h wdY%s; 
ixialD;sl N+-o¾Ykh ms<snoj wOHhkhla   
 

ta'tõ'tï'fÊ ufyaIa" whs'wd¾'tka'ví nKAvdr" 
nqoaêld wurisxy" fla'fla'mS'tï ch;s,l 
 

idlÉPdj 

Revitalizing Living Traditions: Architectural 
Interventions for Sustaining Ambalangoda’s 
Intangible Cultural Identity 
A.A.C. Lakshan and Rizna Arooz 

Discussion 
03.15pm- 
03.30 pm 

 
03.30pm- 
03.35 pm 

From Fortress to Cultural Destination: Cultural 
Tourism through Multi-Layered Military 
Heritage 
Chamikara Pilapitiya 

Discussion 

bkaÈhka  id.rfha fj,| in|;d yd f.dvjdh 
hd;%dfjka yuqjk fj,| øjH 
ðkd,s talkdhl" wu,al úfÊiQßh" bkaÈl fyajf.a" iy 
iór lreKdr;ak 
 

idlÉPdj 

03.35 pm- 
03.40 pm 

Summing up and Closing of the Session by the 
Session Chair 

Summing up and Closing of the Session by the 
Session Chair 

03.40 pm- 
03.55 pm 

Refreshments 

 Session VIII: (Room A) 
Theme: Climate Change and Cultural 

Heritage: Risks, Responses, and Resilience 
Chair: Dr. T.R Premathilake 

Session VIII: (Room B) 
Theme: Present Realities, Future Visions: 
Navigating Heritage in a Changing Context 

Chair: Dr. Darshi Thoradeniya 

03.55pm- 
04.00 pm 

Introduction of the Theme and Session Chair  Introduction of the Theme and Session Chair  

04.00 pm- 

04.15 pm 

04.15 pm- 
04.20 pm 

The effect of climate change on the heritage tank 
cascade system in the dry zone of Sri Lanka. 
W.M.S.B. Wanninayake 
Discussion 

Rethinking Heritage in Sri Lanka: Centre – Periphery 
Dynamics and Policy Change 
P. Ahilan and M. Thiruvarangan 
Discussion 
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04.20pm- 
04.35 pm 
 
 
04.35pm- 
04.40 pm 

Challenging Catalysts of Heritage: Impact of 
Disasters, Climate Change and Environment in 
Sri Lankan Heritage 
Bindu Urugodawatte 

Discussion 

Intangible Heritage Features and Cultural Tourism 
Opportunities - A Study Based on the Valvettithurai 
Region 
M.S Duvaraga Sathasivan 

Discussion 

04.40 pm- 
04.55 pm 
 
04.55 pm- 
05.00 pm 

Climatic Response and Heritage Preservation of 
Arcades in Colombo Fort 
Kavindu Gayan and Wijesiri Narayana 

Discussion 

Gendered Spaces, Hidden Heritage: A Feminist 
Reading of Urban Heritage of Colombo 
Chameli Wijeweera and W.P.S. Botejue 

Discussion 

05.00 pm- 
05.05 pm 

Summing up and Closing of the Session by the 
Session Chair 

Summing up and Closing of the Session by the 
Session Chair 

 

Session IX: (Room A) 

Closing Session 
05:10 pm- 
05.45 pm 

▪ Final Wrap-up of Conference Proceedings 

▪ Summary of key themes, insights, and discussions 

▪ Reflections on the future directions of research and collaboration 

▪ Distribution of Certificates to Presenters 

▪ Concluding Remarks and Closing of the Conference 
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Keynote Speaker: 

Dr. Ranjith M. Jayasena 
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Keynote Speaker 

 
Dr. Ranjith M. Jayasena 

Senior Archaeologist 
Monuments and Archaeology 
University of Amsterdam 
 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Ranjith M. Jayasena studied archaeology at the University of Amsterdam 

(UvA). After working in cities such as Amersfoort, Alkmaar, ‘s-Hertogenbosch, 

and Breda, he has been a senior archaeologist at Monuments and Archaeology 

of the City of Amsterdam since 2005. Additionally, he has been engaged in 

research on Dutch overseas heritage since 1999, focusing on excavations of 

VOC establishments in Sri Lanka and Mauritius, and he was involved in the 

archaeological research of the 17th-century English Fort of Jamestown, 

Virginia, USA. In 2019, he obtained his PhD from UvA with the dissertation 

‘Graaf- en modderwerk. Een archeologische stadsgeschiedenis van Amsterdam’ 

(Spade and Mud Work. An Archaeological Urban History of Amsterdam) 

which serves as the first synthesis of 65 years of urban archaeology in 

Amsterdam (trade edition 2020). A key pillar of this work was a completely 

revised pottery chronology, which re-evaluated artefact assemblages for a 

reinterpretation of their contexts. This also refined the chronology of urban 

development. In addition to ongoing research in the context of archaeological 

legislation, he focuses on developing new research opportunities using 

innovative methods and techniques in Amsterdam archaeology, collaborating 

with, among others, the 4D Research Lab of UvA and the Cultural Heritage 

Agency of the Netherlands. As a visiting researcher at the Amsterdam Centre 

for Ancient Studies and Archaeology (ACASA) of UvA, he plays a coordinating 

role in the collaboration that began in 2024 between MenA, ACASA, and the 

Allard Pierson. 
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Abstract of the Keynote Speech 

 

Frontier Dynamics in Early Modern Sri Lanka, new light 

on ‘forgotten’ forts  
Dr. Ranjith M. Jayasena 

One of the many lines of research Dr Roland Silva focused on was, in his 

words, Sri Lanka’s heritage of dual parentage, in other words, the shared 

heritage of Sri Lanka and the Netherlands. His efforts resulted in the 

UNESCO World Heritage status of Galle Fort and numerous other 

projects. In the late 1990s I met Roland Silva when he got involved in the 

project, I was working on with Prof. Senake Bandaranayake and the 

Postgraduate Institute of Archaeology (PGIAR) of the University of 

Kelaniya, resulting in the first excavation at Katuwana fort. Katuwana 

was the most important Dutch East India Company (VOC) border fort 

in the south of Sri Lanka, built as part of an interlocking system of 

fortifications, stretching out from the coast to the foot of the Kandyan 

hills, c. 40km into the interior. The Kingdom of Kandy responded by 

constructing its own fortifications at strategic locations along this 

frontier. 

In recent decades archaeological surveys, often combined with 

conservation work, have been undertaken on VOC fortifications. 

Fortifications on the Kelani River have been subject to architectural 

surveys. Archaeological research was undertaken at the forts of Jaffna, 

Batticaloa, Sitawaka. At Katuwana fort the 2000 excavation was followed 

by a 2006 excavation conducted by the Department of Archaeology of Sri 

Lanka. These projects, as well as studies of other fortifications in Sri 

Lanka, give insights into the military landscape created by the VOC.  

However, no comparable work has been undertaken on the Kandyan 

fortifications. Most of the Kandyan forts are hidden, overgrown and 

unknown. The same is the case for many of the frontier posts built by the 

VOC. This is striking, as in recent years the historical and material 

contexts of colonial contact landscapes have increasingly gained 
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scientific interest. The Balana fort is one of only a handful of surviving 

defensive structures from the Kingdom of Kandy. It offers a unique 

opportunity to study Sri Lanka’s colonial era military landscape from a 

new, Sri Lankan perspective. Analysis of the European material culture, 

specifically well-dated groups, will also provide a firm chronological 

frame of reference for the study of Sri Lankan material culture, 

highlighting the period of the 17th- and 18th century that is still 

underrepresented in the archaeology of Sri Lanka. From a decolonising 

perspective, the goal of European material culture studies goes beyond 

understanding the European influence in colonised territories and will 

also help to unravel the material world of the island and the people 

which the VOC brought under its control. Consequently, the 17th- and 

18th-century dynamic border region, with both Kandyan and Dutch 

fortifications, is key to new perspectives in Sri Lankan archaeology. 

In addition to research, there is an urgent heritage issue caused by the 

impact of climate change. For this reason, new research is being 

developed in a collaborative effort between the Department of 

Archaeology of Sri Lanka, the office for Monuments and Archaeology of 

the City of Amsterdam, and the 4D Research Lab of the University of 

Amsterdam. This collaboration aims to contribute to a new synthesis of 

the interactions and relationships on the island through the use of 

material culture studies, application of new technologies, architectural 

historical analysis, and a study of historical sources. This will be used in 

addressing questions about the 17th and 18th centuries concerning the 

degree of cooperation and exchange, cultural identity, and political, 

social, economic, and military structures. Furthermore, the project seeks 

to gather essential empirical data that can inform the development of a 

vision for the management of threatened heritage. Finally, this project is 

strongly rooted in the deployment of Dutch archaeological resources to 

facilitate knowledge exchange with Sri Lankan archaeologists – carrying 

on Dr. Silva’s work to make our shared heritage visible to a broader 

audience. 
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Session II (Room A): 
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Session II (Room A) 

Theme:  

Layered Meanings: Interpreting 

Heritage Landscapes and Places 

Chair:  

Prof. Samitha Manawadu 

 

 

 

 

Prof. Samitha Manawadu is a holder of the Doctor of Engineering in 

Architectural Engineering, specialized in Area Planning and Conservation 

from the prestigious Kyoto University, Japan. He obtained a Master of Science 

in Architecture from the University of Moratuwa, Sri Lanka; and the Bachelor 

of Science in Architecture from the Katubedde Campus of University of Sri 

Lanka. Completed Postgraduate Studies on Architectural Conservation of 

Monuments and Sites at the University of Moratuwa, further, he obtained a 

postgraduate certificate in Japanese Language and Cultural Studies from the 

Osaka University of Foreign Studies. At present, he is serving as the 

Consultant Director Conservation of the Wayamba Cultural Quadrangle, one 

of the key Heritage Conservation Project launched by the Central Cultural 

Fund; and, as the Senior Professor of Architecture at the General Sir John 

Kotelawala Defense University. He is an Emeritus Professor of Architecture of 

the University of Moratuwa. He is a Chartered Architect, and a Fellow Member 

of the Sri Lanka Institute of Architects. He was a former Chairman of the Board 

of Architectural Education of the Sri Lanka Institute of Architects. He was the 

Architect of the Colombo Lotus Tower, and several other prestigious projects in 

Sri Lanka. Member of the College of Past Presidents of ICOMOS Sri Lanka and 

the former Senior Vice-president of the ICOMOS International Scientific 

Committee on Cultural Itineraries. 
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Prehistoric petroglyphs in two rock shelters at Dānigala in 
Polonnaruva District of Sri Lanka  

 

Raj Somadeva 
Postgraduate Institute of Archaeology, University of Kelaniya 

 rajsomadeva@gmail.com  

An enclosed rock surface that bears an extensive petroglyph registration has been 
reported from two rock shelters situated on the top of a rock known as Danigala in 
the Polonnaruva District, and it was initially documented in late 2020. It was 
reinvestigated in early June 2023 for further observations. Three walls of two rock 
shelters were intricately engraved with overlapping geometric icons and lines of 
varying sizes. All the icon-bearing walls were copied using the conventional 
technique in archaeology of making estampages. The ground plans of the rock 
shelters were drawn on a 1:50cm scale. The field drawings have processed in 
Illustrator CS 6 software for visual enhancement and analysis. It has been made an 
attempt to look through this assemblage of petroglyphs from a holistic perspective, 
including the general morphological setting of the rock shelters itself and the 
ambiance of the surrounding of the summit of the rock. The frequent occurrence of 
icons depicting human reproductive organs, erotic postures and figures of a few 
numbers of game animals suggests that those rock shelters had been used as a 
location to perform a transcendental activity related to the reproductive success of 
the prehistoric forest dwellers of the area. The accumulation of quartz flakes on the 
summit of the rock suggests the mass exploitation of such rock in and around the 
location. The existence of cores and flakes among the discarded assemblage is one 
of the explicit indications of the manufacturing of implements that might have been 
used to engrave the icons. The high density of abandoned quartz flakes advocates 
that an intensive production of implements had been carried out over a prolonged 
period of time probably by several generations of prehistoric communities of the 
region. This paper presents a set of basic information about the petroglyphs. An 
excavation is scheduled to be initiated at the site to obtain environmental samples 
for scientific dating. 
 

Keywords: Danigala, Erotic symbolism, Petroglyphs, Prehistoric art, Sri Lanka   
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Pleistocene landscape of Rathnapura:  
Evidence from vertebrate fossils, trace fossils and  

possible coprolite  
 

P.M.E.A. Geethanjalee Muhandiram 
Kandy Project, Central Cultural Fund 
geethanjaleemuhandiram@gmail.com 

The Pleistocene deposits of Rathnapura, Sri Lanka, commonly known as illam, are 
globally recognized for their gem-bearing gravels and hold exceptional significance 
as a paleontological and paleoenvironmental archive in South Asia. These deposits 
have produced a diverse assemblage of vertebrate fossils, plant remains, and 
possible coprolite, providing critical evidence for reconstructing ecological and 
evolutionary dynamics during the late Quaternary period. The vertebrate fauna 
includes elephants (Elephas maximus and other relatives) rhinoceroses, 
hippopotamuses, water buffalo, gaur, lions, leopards, and several other taxa, 
reflecting a complex mosaic of habitats comprising revering systems, open 
savannas, and forest margins. The co-occurrence of Asian and African elements, 
such as lions and hippopotamuses with Asian elephants and bovid, emphasizes the 
biogeographic importance of Rathnapura, supporting hypotheses of faunal 
dispersal between Sri Lanka and the Indian subcontinent during glacial low sea-
level phases. Plant traces, including impressions of woody fragments and vegetative 
structure, enhance the paleoenvironmental interpretation of these deposits by 
providing direct evidence of riparian and forest – edge vegetation. These botanical 
remains, together with the vertebrate assemblage, indicate a heterogeneous 
landscape shaped by alternating wet and dry climatic intervals. The presence of 
possible coprolites further enriches this record by offering rare insights into dietary 
preferences, digestive processes, and ecological interactions of extinct megafauna. 
The Rathnapura sequence also reflects pronounced climate variability. Semi– 
aquatic taxa such as hippopotamuses indicate humid phases with extensive 
floodplains and river systems, while herbivores adapted to grazing environments 
suggest the expansion of savanna habitats during arid intervals. This ecological 
diversity sustained large megafaunal populations but also exposed them to 
extinction risks associated with rapid climatic oscillations at the end of the 
Pleistocene. Overall, the Rathnapura Pleistocene deposits provide a unique and 
integrative record of faunal evolution, vegetation dynamics, and climatic fluctuation 
in tropical South Asia. The combined evidence from vertebrate fossils, plant 
remains, and coprolites contributes to a holistic understanding of Quaternary 
paleoecology, emphasizing Rathnapura’s value as a key site for studying 
biogeographic linkages and environmental transformation across the Indian Ocean 
region. 
 

Keywords: Coprolite, Plant remains, Pleistocene Paleoenvironment, Quaternary 
Rathnapura deposits, Vertebrate fossils   
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The Rise and Disappearance of Māntoṭa:  
Sri Lanka’s Lost Maritime Gateway  

 

Prasad Fonseka 
ICOMOS Sri Lanka  

prasadfonseka@hotmail.com 

Māntoṭa, on Sri Lanka’s north-western coast, served as the island’s principal seaport 
from the proto-historic period until the thirteenth century. Literary traditions attest 
to its antiquity: a princess destined to be Queen of King Vijaya (383–345 B.C.) is said 
to have disembarked there after sailing from Madhura, India. The port remained 
active for centuries, with its last recorded use by the Southeast Asian invader 
Candrabhānu in 1247. A later text, the Daḷadā Sirita (c.1328), describes Māntoṭa as 
“invisible,” marking its decline after more than 1,500 years of continuous operation. 
This paper examines the factors that made Māntoṭa vital for maritime exchange and 
the causes of its disappearance. Sri Lanka’s position in the Indian Ocean, between 
the Roman world and China, ensured its prominence in transoceanic trade. 
Monsoon navigation was decisive. Ships arriving with the northeast monsoon could 
not depart until the southwest monsoon, requiring long stays at a secure harbour 
such as Māntoṭa. A vessel from China could depart in October, reach Sri Lanka by 
February or March, and return in April, completing the cycle by July, almost a year. 
Extending the voyage westward to the Middle East or Africa doubled the duration, 
as seen in Zheng He’s fifteenth-century expeditions. Geography further 
strengthened Māntoṭa’s importance. The crossing between the Bay of Bengal and 
the Arabian Sea was perilous. Two main routes existed: the northern route, passing 
Jaffna and Māntoṭa through the Mannar Channel, and the southern route around Sri 
Lanka’s southern tip. The latter was hazardous due to a vast reef complex nearly 60 
km long and 15–20 km wide, filled with coral shoals and rocks such as Daedalus 
Rock. Chinese sailors called the Great and Little Basses “Stone Wall Rocks” and “Iron 
Pincers Island.” The safer northern passage sustained Māntoṭa’s prominence. By the 
twelfth century, however, a sea-level rise of about 1.5 m and the growing use of the 
magnetic compass made the southern route safer, reducing Māntoṭa’s importance. 
The harbour gradually silted over and vanished, leaving a legacy of Sri Lanka’s 

central yet fragile role in Indian Ocean trade. 
 

Keywords: Māntoṭa, Indian Ocean trade, Maritime archaeology, Monsoon 

navigation, Harbour decline 
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Transformation of Heritage Landscape Jaffna:  
Examination of sustainable transformation with reference to 

Nallur Kandaswamy kovil & surroundings and  
Jaffna Naguleswaram Kovil & surroundings 

 

Charan Bawan* and Wasana De Silva 
University of Moratuwa 

icharanabawan@gmail.com 

This research discusses the transformation of Heritage Landscapes of the Jaffna 
Peninsula, namely two significant cultural areas: Nallur Kandaswamy Kovil and 
surrounding region and Naguleswaram Kovil (Keerimalai) and surrounding region. 
These landscapes transmit decades of religious, cultural, and spatial heritage that 
make Jaffna unique. Conflict-induced development, modernization, and rapid 
urbanization have progressively compromised the integrity of these heritage areas, 
placing them at high risk of losing their historical and cultural identity. The research 
uses a mixed-method methodology involving literature review, field survey, 
photographic data, and questionnaires from the community to assess impacts of 
recent change on such landscapes. The theoretical model integrates Topophilia, the 
affective relationship between people and place, and Historic Landscape Theory, 
prioritizing historical continuity and cultural value first in constructing perceptions 
of heritage space. These models informed the exploration of influence factors, which 
were grouped into Natural, Human, and Temporal, to understand how physical 
changes engage with cultural memory and identity. Observations indicate that both 
case study locations are subject to extreme spatial and cultural transformation. 
Nallur Kandaswamy Kovil development has typically treated traditional aesthetics 
with respect, although new settlement patterns and inadequately suited building 
forms progressively undermine contextual integrity. Naguleswaram Kovil, though 
of historic importance, exhibits inferior conservation effort and reduced public 
awareness, making it susceptible to uncontrolled development and environmental 
decline. In both locations, public comment emphasized a shared value for the 
significance of heritage and an interest in sustainable practice in harmony with 
cultural tradition. The study argues that sustainable development of heritage 
landscapes requires more than superficial preservation to include contextually 
informed planning, public participation, and education on heritage. The blending of 
narrative history, symbolic culture, and sustainable design can help preserve these 

landscapes as living repositories of identity for future generations. 
 

Keywords: Heritage Landscape, Sustainable Development, Cultural Identity, Jaffna, 

Topophilia, Historic Landscape Theory   
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kdu,a Whk( wdrdóh ie,iqïlrKh yd N+-mßirh  
 

l=iqïisß fldä;=jlal= 
ICOMOS YS% ,xld 

kusumsiriko@gmail.com 

› ,xldfõ msysá iajdNdúl" mqrdúoHd;aul iïñY%s; Wreuia:dk w;frys —kdu,a 
Whk˜ fyj;a rKjlkao rlaIs;h ysñlr .kqfha iqúfYaIS ia:dkhls' ;srejdKd 
jeáhla mdol fldg.;a fuys N+ mßirh" mdIdK Woa.; iys; l÷jeá yd fYaIl÷ 
weiqre fldg.;a › ,xldfõ mqrdK wdrdu yd ieiª l< fjkia uqyqKqjrla .kS' 
fuu jeáh wjg o l÷jeá yd fYaIl÷ .Kkdjlau mj;sk w;r tA iEu 
ia:dkhlu wdÈ wkqrdOmqr wjêhg wh;a f,ka úydr ±lsh yels h' kdu,a Whk 
wdrdu ixlS¾Kfhys fuu iqúfYaIS wkkH;djh úu¾Ykh lsÍu fuu m;%sldfõ 
wruqK jk w;r fï i|yd m%Odk jYfhka fË;% wOHhk mdol lr .kakd ,§' 
fuys wdrdóh wjfYaI l%s'j' 5-7 ishjiaj,g muK Èk kshu l< yelsfõ' fuu 
jeáfhys ia:dk foll wdrdóh kgnqka ±l.; yels jk w;r tAjd tlu 
wdrduhlg wh;a tAjd fkdj tlsfklg fjkia iïm%odhhka follg wh;a wdrdu 
f,i y÷kd.; yels h' tA wkqj jeáh mduq, ngysr me;af;ys mín; úydr 
ixlS¾Khla y÷kd.; yels jk w;r tys m%Odk ie,eiaug we;=<;a ia;+mh" 
fndaê>rh iy fmdfydhf.h ±kg ixrlaIKh fldg ;sfí' m%;sud>rfhys idOl 
ksYaÑ; fkdjQj;a y÷kd.; yels iSñ; idOl wkqj wkqudk jYfhka tys msysàu 
ks¾Kh lr.; yelsfõ' fuu ixlS¾Kfhys fodrgqj ngysr foiska mej;s njg 
idOl mj;sk w;r uxcq› jdia;=úoHdYdia;%hg wkqj tu f.dvke.s,s jHqyh" 
yia;Hdrdu ie,eiaug wkql+, jk njla wkqudk fldg .; yels h' m%Odk 
^WmmSG& ie,eiafuka msg;" wm%Odk ie,eiaug wh;a f.dvke.s,s lsysmhlu 
wjfYaI ±l.; yels h' mín; úydr ixlS¾Khl ;sìh hq;= Èh w., fuys 
fkdue;s w;r l÷jeáfhys isg .,d niakd iajdNdúl c, ud¾.hla ie,eiaug 
iïnkaO fldg we;s njla ±l.; yels h' l÷jeáfhys kef.kysr me;af;ys 
^my< W,am;& jkjdiS wdrduhl kgnqka ±l.; yelsfõ' ;srejdKd jeáh mduq, 
nEjqï iys; ìu fï i|yd Wmfhda.S lr f.k we;s w;r iajdNdúl c, ud¾. yd 
Èh W,am;a o tu wdrdu ie,eiaug noaO ù we;s njla fmfka' fuf,i tlu ìul 
mín; úydrhla yd jkjdiS wdrduhla olakg ,efnk tlu ia:dkh f,i o 
kdu,a Whk y÷kd.; yels h' fuu jeáh wdY%s;j l¿.,a fkdue;s neúka 
bÈlsÍï i|yd wjYH .,alKq" .,a mqjre" msh.eg yd ks¾udKd;aul lD;Ska i|yd 
msg; m%foaYj,ska nj fmfka' › ,xldfõ mqrdK wdrdu weiqfrys y÷kd.; 
fkdyels úr, .Kfha mdIdK Ndú;hla o fï weiqfrys ol.; yels h' tkï" 
mOdk>r ixlS¾Kfhys ilaukau¿ iSud jeá" f.dvke.s,s jgd jQ ud,l iSud iy 
mín; úydrfhys fndaê>r neñ i|yd fuu mßirfhys iq,N ;srejdKd mdIdKh 
Wmfhda.S lrf.k ;sîuhs' f,ka úydr ixlS¾Khla fkdue;s jqj;a" f,ka 
úydrhl iq,N ,laIKhla jQ m¾j; uia;lfhys l=vd ia;+mhla bÈ lsÍfï 
iïm%odh o fuu wdrdu ixlSKfhys ±l.; yelsùu úfYaI;ajhls' 
 
 

uqLH mo( kdu,a Whk" frdai ;srejdKd jeáh" mín; úydr" jkjdiS wdrdu" N+ 
mßirfha Wmfhda.S;djh  
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[English Translation]  

Namal Uyana: Monastic Planning and Geo-environment  
 

Kusumsiri Kodithuwakku 
ICOMOS Sri Lanka 

The Namal Uyana, also known as the Ranawakanda Reserve, occupies a distinctive 
position among Sri Lanka’s natural and archaeological heritage sites. Situated 
within the quartz range, its geological and cultural characteristics differ 
significantly from the traditional monastic sites typically associated with rocky 
outcrops and cave temples. Although the surrounding region features numerous 
ancient cave temples dating to the Anuradhapura period, Namal Uyana, itself is 
exceptional for the absence of such formations, making it a rare site in Sri Lanka’s 
archaeological landscape. Archaeological investigations indicate that the monastic 
remains at Namal Uyana date from around the 5th to the 7th century AD. Field survey 
reveal the existence of two distinct monastery complexes within the range, 
representing two separate traditions. On the western side lies a Pabbata Vihara 
complex, with preserved structures such as a stupa, bodhi tree shrine, and chapter 
house. Although the presence of an image house is uncertain, its location can be 
inferred from limited evidence. The architectural layout suggests adherence to the 
Manjusri architectural style, resembling the Hasthyarama plan. Notably, the site 
lacks an artificial moat typical of Pabbata monasteries; instead, a natural 
watercourse from the mountain range is integrated into the design. On the eastern 
side, at the foot of the quartz ridge, lie the ruins of a forest monastery. The sloping 
terrain and natural springs were effectively used in the layout, incorporating 
promenades and other structures. Namal Uyana is the only known location in Sri 
Lanka where both a Pabbatha Vihara and a forest monastery coexist within the 
same geographical area. Due to the absence of granite in this area, construction 
materials such as pillars, slabs, and steps were transported from external sources. 
The site also exhibits an unusual use of stone, with unique applications in boundary 
features and architectural elements not observed elsewhere in Sri Lankan monastic 
architecture. Despite lacking cave temples, the presence of a small stupa atop a 
mountain echoes traditional monastic feature. Thus, Namal Uyana represents a 
singular archaeological and geological environment, embodying a distinctive 
synthesis of natural and monastic traditions within Sri Lanka’s cultural heritage. 
 

Keywords:  Namal Uyana, Rosy quartz range, Pabbata Vihara, Forest monastery, 

Geo-environment   
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Session II (Room B) 

Theme:  

Reframing Heritage Governance: 

Policies, Institutions, and Participatory 

Processes 

Chair:  

Prof. P.B. Mandawala 

 

 

 

Prof. P.B. Mandawala is a Chartered Architect and Archaeologist with over 

four decades of distinguished service in heritage management, conservation, 

and academia in Sri Lanka. Beginning his career in 1981 with the Cultural 

Triangle Programme, he played a pivotal role in numerous heritage 

conservation projects through the Central Cultural Fund, serving in key 

positions such as Resident Architect, Project Manager, Director of 

Development, and Director of Conservation. He also functioned as the Acting 

Director General of Archaeology of Sri Lanka, contributing significantly to 

national heritage policy and project implementation. In academia, Professor 

Mandawala joined the University of Sri Jayewardenepura as a Senior Lecturer 

and later retired as Professor of Archaeology. He served as Head of both the 

Department of History and Archaeology and the Department of Engineering 

Technology, and was the Founding Dean of the Faculty of Technology. 

Presently, he is the Dean and Professor of the Faculty of Humanities and Social 

Sciences at the Nāgānanda International Institute for Buddhist Studies. With 

44 years of professional practice and 29 years of academic experience, Professor 

Mandawala has also held leadership roles in several professional bodies in Sri 

Lanka, including serving as President and Vice President, reflecting his 

commitment to advancing heritage and architectural scholarship. 
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Y%S ,xldfõ ixialD;sl Wreu m%;sm;a;sh iy wdh;ksl rduqj(  
kQ;k wNsfhda. ms<sn| ixlaIsma; ú.%yh  

 

wkqreoaO r;aj;af;a*1" ks,laIka úfÊr;ak1" ä,dka chj¾Ok1"  
YHdud,a bfrdaIka2 

mqrdúoHd mYApd;a Wmdê wdh;kh" le,‚h úYajúoHd,h 
iudc úoHd mSGh" le,‚h úYajúoHd,h 

anuruddha.rathwatte@gmail.com 

Y%S ,xldfõ Wreu ixrlaIK m%;sm;a;s yd wdh;ksl jHqyh kej; lshùu 
j¾;udk Wreu l<ukdlrK l%shdj,sfha jeo.;a m%fõYhls' tys § kS;suh ysvi 
iy m%;sm;a;s l%shd;aulùfï .eg¨ ms<sn| wjOdkh fhduq lr we;' rdcH 
ixj¾Ok b,lal iuÕ .e,fmk ;sridr Wreu ixrlaIK l%ufõohla ioyd 
m%;sixialrKh úhhq;= wjldY y÷kd.ekSu fuys m%Odk wruqK fõ' .=Kd;aul 
m¾fhaIK l%uh u; mokïj fuu wOHhkh isÿ l< w;r kS;suh idOl" 
wdh;ksl f,aLk fr.=,dis iy Y%s ,xldfõ Wreu l<ukdlrKh iïnkaO 
Ydia;%Sh f,aLk fuys § úu¾YKh lr we;' fuu wOHkh ;=< oS ixialD;sl 
wdh;k" Wreu l<ukdlrK wdh;k yd Wreufha fldgialrejka iuÕ iïuqL 
idlÉPd mj;ajk ,§' tfia u cd;Hka;r Wreu ixrlaIK m%;sm;a;s wdo¾Yhla 
f,i Ndú; lrñka foaYSh wjia:d yd wNsfhda. wjfndaOh lr .efka' Y%S ,xldfõ 
Wreuh iam¾Ys; ^ft;sydisl yd mqrdúoHd ia:dk" idïm%odhsl .Dyks¾udK& yd 
wiam¾Ys; Wreuh ^pdß;%" Ys,am" ckY%e;s& f,i y|qkd.; yelsh' ixrlaIKhg 
j.lsjhq;= wdh;k w;r mqrdúoHd fomd¾;fïka;=j" uOHu ixialD;sl wruqo, 
iy m<d;a wdh;k we;=<;a fõ' fuys oS mj;sk Wreu l<ukdlrK ie,iqï 
wOHkh lsÍu fjkqjg ld¾h idOkfha jHqyd;aul .eg¨ yÿkd.ekSu;a iu. 
ld¾hNdr úIu;d yd wdh;ksl iïnkaëlrKfha .eg¨ yÿkd.ekSu isÿlr we;' 
úfYaIfhka" mqrdjia;= wd{d mk; §¾> ld,hlg hdj;ald,Sk ù fkdue;s w;r 
kd.ÍlrKfha n,mEu" há;, myiqlï ixj¾Okh iy ixpdrl lafIa;%fha 
j¾Okhg ndOd muqKqjd we;s nj meyeÈ,s fõ' fï ksid fndfyda Wreu ia:dk 
úkdYhg" fkdi,ld yeÍulg yd wkjir ueosy;aùïj,g Ndckh ù we;' 
mqrjeishkaf.a yd md¾Yjlrejkaf.a iyNd.S;ajh wju ùu fuka u by< isg 
l%shd;aul jk m%;sm;a;s u.ska ;jÿrg;a tu msßia Wreu l<ukdlrK 
l%shdj,sfhka ÿria ù we;' uQ,H iSud rdcH uQ,Hu; r|dmj;sh o §¾>ld,Sk 
l%fudamdhkag th ndOdjla fõ' ;dlaI‚l oekqu iy mqyqKq Y%uh ysÕ ùu o 
m%Odk .eg¨jls' wNsfhda. iys;j Wreufha wdrlaIdj wdh;k.; lsÍu iy 
uyck oekqj;aNdjh by< kxjd we;s kuq;a wkd.; id¾:l;ajh i|yd taldnoaO 
kshduk ie,eiaul wjYH;dj mj;S' mj;sk .eg¨ i|yd kS;s jeä ÈhqKq lsÍu" 
wdh;ksl iïnkaëlrKh Yla;su;a lsÍu" m%cdj iún, .kajk l<ukdlrK 
wdlD;s wkq.ukh lsÍu iy wruqo,a yd Odß;d j¾Okh jeäÈhqKq lsÍu fuu 
wOHhkfhka ks¾foaY lrhs' cd;sl ixialD;sl úúO;ajh wdrlaId lrñka" 
Wreuh iudc-wd¾Ól m%.;shg fhdod .ekSu i|yd m%;sm;a;s m%;sixialrKh lsÍu 
w;HjYH ù we;'  

uqLH mo( Wreu ixrlaIK m%;sm;a;s" wdh;ksl iïnkaëlrKh" kS;s 
m%;sixialrK" iudc iyNd.S;ajh" ;sridr Wreu l<ukdlrKh 
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[English Translation]  

Contemporary Issues in the Cultural Heritage Policy and 
Institutional Framework in Sri Lanka  

 

Anuruddha Rathwatte*1, Nilakshan Wijerathne1, Dulan Jayawardhane1, 
Shayamal Niroshan2 

Postgraduate Institute of Archaeology, University of Kelaniya 

Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Kelaniya 

This study critically analyses Sri Lanka’s heritage preservation policy and 
institutional framework, emphasizing gaps in policy implementation and 
legislation. Its main objective is to identify key reform areas necessary to achieve 
sustainable heritage conservation in alignment with national development goals. 
Employing a qualitative methodology, the research reviews national regulations, 
institutional reports, legislative documents, and academic literature, supplemented 
by interviews with cultural institutions, heritage management authorities, and local 
community representatives. Comparative analysis with global heritage 
management practices provides a broader perspective on Sri Lanka’s local 
challenges. Sri Lanka’s heritage encompasses tangible assets—archaeological sites, 
monuments, and traditional architecture—and intangible heritage, including 
customs, crafts, and oral traditions. Management involves several institutions, 
including the Department of Archaeology, the Cultural Heritage Fund, and regional 
and local bodies. However, overlapping responsibilities, institutional 
fragmentation, and weak coordination have led to inefficiency, duplicated efforts, 
and limited resource use. An outdated legal framework further compounds these 
problems. Core statutes such as the Antiquities Ordinance remain largely unrevised, 
failing to address pressures from urbanization, infrastructure expansion, and 
tourism. Consequently, many sites remain vulnerable to deterioration, neglect, and 
unauthorized activities. Limited community involvement and weak stakeholder 
participation hinder effective conservation. Top-down management structures 
often overlook local knowledge, reducing community ownership and awareness. 
Financial constraints and a lack of skilled professionals further impede heritage 
management. Overreliance on inconsistent public funding and insufficient technical 
expertise threatens continuity of projects. Despite challenges, Sri Lanka has made 
notable progress in institutionalizing heritage protection and increasing public 
recognition of its socio-economic importance. The study recommends reforms: 
updating heritage legislation to meet contemporary global standards, strengthening 
institutional coordination, empowering local communities through participatory 
management, and enhancing financial and human resource capacity. Restructuring 
Sri Lanka’s heritage management framework and modernizing its policy approach 
are essential to preserve the nation’s diverse cultural legacy while fostering long-
term social, economic, and environmental sustainability. 
 

Keywords:  Heritage policies, Institutional coordination, Legal reforms, Community 
participation, Sustainable heritage management  
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Ancient Stones, Living Laws:  
Reimagining Sigiriya’s Legal Future 

 

Medha de Alwis 
Postgraduate Institute of Archaeology, University of Kelaniya 

medhadealwis@gmail.com 

This research critically examines the adequacy of Sri Lanka’s current legal 
frameworks for managing tangible cultural heritage, using the Sigiriya World 
Heritage Site as a focal point. It investigates how existing laws must evolve to meet 
emerging challenges and fulfill international obligations under conventions such as 
the UNESCO World Heritage Convention. Employing a pure doctrinal legal 
methodology, the study limits its analysis to statutory instruments and legislative 
texts, excluding judicial, institutional, or stakeholder evaluations. The research 
analyzes key Sri Lankan legal provisions, including the Antiquities Ordinance and 
the Cultural Property Act, alongside associated regulations, to evaluate their 
capacity for sustainable heritage management. Comparative insights from 
international frameworks highlight that domestic heritage laws are primarily static 
and preservation-oriented, focusing on protecting artifacts rather than enabling 
adaptive management in response to new environmental, technological, and social 
challenges. Findings reveal that the current legal system operates through 
fragmented institutional structures, leading to coordination challenges that hinder 
effective management. While existing laws provide a solid foundation for 
protection, they lack mechanisms for flexibility and innovation. The study identifies 
significant gaps between national legislation and international standards, especially 
regarding climate adaptation, technological integration, and sustainable tourism 
practices. Enforcement mechanisms remain weak, and domestic laws have not 
evolved in tandem with international expectations emphasizing dynamic, forward-
looking management of heritage sites. The study concludes that incremental legal 
reforms are insufficient to ensure the long-term sustainability of Sigiriya and 
similar sites. Instead, comprehensive legal transformation is required to unify 
fragmented authorities, clarify jurisdictional responsibilities, and embed 
adaptability within statutory frameworks. It calls for the creation of cohesive and 
responsive legal systems capable of integrating evolving global heritage standards 
and addressing modern preservation challenges. Ultimately, the research 
underscores that the future of heritage protection in Sri Lanka depends on 
reimagining heritage law as a dynamic and integrated framework one that bridges 
the gap between safeguarding ancient cultural assets and meeting contemporary 
and future sustainability needs. 
 

Keywords: Heritage futures, Heritage law, Legal adaptation, Sigiriya, UNESCO 
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From Static Protection to Active Participation:  
Proclaiming Heritage and Reforming Education  

 

Harsha Munasinghe1* and Minosha Sanjuniw2 
1School of Architectural Studies, George Brown College, Toronto, Canada 

2Department of Architecture, General Sir John Kotelawela University 

hmunasinghe@georgebrown.ca 

Educational reforms have drawn an unprecedented attention in Sri Lanka. Some 
pedagogues urge following the models that have been successfully implemented in 
other countries as the way forward while others emphasize the need to develop an 
authentic model of our own. Since education is culturally grounded, we intend to 
argue for the latter. Cultural heritage and its proclaiming represent the current 
value system of the living society. By using the close relationship between heritage, 
and society. heritage proclaiming could be brought to the center of education policy 
making. However, the globalizing trends dictate future literacy, representing a 
transformative capability and enabling individuals and communities to use the 
future as a cognitive tool for understanding the present and to frame the informed 
decision making. In this scenario, managing the authenticity of a society becomes 
vital, and many scholars find that an authenticity could be protected through a 
systematic integration of cultural heritage proclaiming in education. This, 
constituting an anticipatory pedagogical framework to enable learners to engage 
with cultural heritage as both foundation for identity and resource for addressing 
future challenges, may foster cultural continuity in rapidly evolving contexts. By 
fusing heritage studies with education, many scholars note how anticipatory 
competencies can transform heritage education from static preservation to 
dynamic cultural engagement. The society as such could be empowered to realize 
their duty as a member of a global society. Using a systematic review of themes such 
as education, future literacy, heritage interpretation, and heritage values, we note 
that essential cognitive tools could be developed through developing cultural 
adaptive capacity, maintaining cultural coherence to respond to environmental, 
technological, and social changes. 

Keywords: Cultural heritage, Future literacy, Globalization, Heritage interpretation, 
Socio-cultural evolution  

mailto:hmunasinghe@georgebrown.ca


 
Beyond Dr. Roland Silva: Charting New Frontiers in Sri Lanka’s Cultural Heritage

 25th & 26th October 2025, Sri Lanka Foundation, Colombo 07, Sri Lanka 

 
 Central Cultural Fund & ICOMOS Sri Lanka 

52 
 

ixialD;sl Wreu wdrlaIKh iy l<ukdlrKh(  
YS% ,dxflah ffk;sl hdka;%Kfha iM,;djh  

 

tia'wd¾'t,a' frdaid 
ruchirarosa@gmail.com 

ixialD;sl Wreuhka wdrlaId lsÍu iy l<ukdlrKh lsÍu hgf;a w;S; 
YsIagdpdrj, iam¾YH iy wiamDYH jákdlï wkd.; mrïmrdjka i|yd 
ixrlaIKh lsÍu rdcHhkaf.a j.lSuls' mqrdúoHd;aul ia:dk" iaudrl iy 
idïm%odhsl Ndú;hkaf.ka fmdfydi;a cd;shla jk › ,xldfõ" ixialD;sl 
Wreuhka wdrlaId lsÍu iy ;srir f,i ixrlaIKh lsÍu iy;sl lsÍu i|yd 
kS;suh rduqj ks¾udKh lr we;' Wreuhka ixrlaIKh i|yd jk › ,xldfõ 
kS;suh jHqyh ;=< iDcq yd jl% jYfhka odhl lr .; yels jHjia:d j,ska 
iukaú; jk w;r" tAjd w;r 1940 wxl 09 ork mqrdjia;= wd{d mk;" 1980 wxl 
57 ork uOHu ixialD;sl wruqo,a mk; iy 1988 wxl 73 ork ixialD;sl foam< 
mk; m%uqL fõ' iDcqj wod< jk jHjia:d u.ska leŒï md,kh" iaudrl 
wdrlaIdj iy mqrdjia;= kshdukh i|yd ksYaÑ; hdka;%K imhk w;r" mdßißl 
yd kd.ßl ixj¾Okhg wod< jl% kS;s u.ska Wreu ixrlaIKh jl%j iydh fõ' 
fuu kS;s tlaj" Wreu wdrlaIdj iudc-wd¾Ól ixj¾Okh iuÕ iumd; lsÍu 
wruqKq lr.;a mq¿,a kuq;a ixlS¾K moaO;shla idohs' fuu m¾fhaIKfha wruqK 
jkafka wfmalaIs; wruqKq idlaId;a lr .ekSu i|yd mj;sk kS;suh rduqfõ 
ld¾hlaIu;dj we.hSuhs' fuu wOHhkfha § wkq.ukh lrk ,o l%ufõoh 
ixikaokd;aul yd úYaf,aIKd;aul jk w;r" › ,xldfõ jHjia:d" wêlrK 
;SrK iy wod< m¾fhaIK jd¾;d wOHhkh lrkq ,nhs' ;jÿrg;a cd;Hka;r 
m%ñ;Ska iy iïuq;Ska ie,ls,a,g .ksñka cd;sl ffk;sl hdka;%Kfha 
M,odhS;djh we.hSug ,la lrhs' f.da,Sh jYfhka" 1964 jekSisfha m%{ma;sh iy 
1972 hqfkiaflda f,dal Wreu iïuq;sh Wreu ixrlaIKh i|yd úYaùh 
ud¾f.damfoaY ia:dms; lrk w;r" cd;Hka;r iyfhda.S;dj" ;sridr ixj¾Okh 
iy m%cd iyNd.S;ajh wjOdrKh lrhs' fuu iïuq;Skag w;aika ;enQ rgla f,i" 
› ,xldj cd;Hka;r iïu;hka iy uQ,O¾u iuÕ tys foaYSh kS;s moaO;sh 
fm<.eiaùfï j.lSu orhs' fcdaka Tiaákag wkqj" ñksiqka o~qjïj,g we;s ìh 
ksid kS;shg wjk; fõ' flfia fj;;a" Wreu wdrlaIdj ms<sn| ikao¾Nh ;=<" 
wkql+,;dj iy;sl lsÍu i|yd o~qjï jeä lsÍu muKla m%udKj;a fkdfõ' 
M,odhS Wreu ixrlaIKh i|yd uyck oekqj;aNdjh" m%cd j.lSu iy kS;suh 
n,d;aul lsÍu iuÕ hym;a l<ukdlrK Ndú;hka fmdaIKh lsÍu wjYH fõ' 
› ,xldfõ kS;suh rduqj ixialD;sl Wreuhka wdrlaId lsÍu i|yd Yla;su;a 
mokula imhk w;r" l%shd;aul lsÍu Yla;su;a lsÍu" wdh;ksl iïnkaëlrKh 
jeä ÈhqKq lsÍu iy ;sridr ixj¾Ok b,lal tAldnoaO lsÍu i|yd ie,lsh hq;= 
m%;sixialrK wjYH nj;a  ixialD;sl Wreuhka M,odhS yd l,a mj;sk wdrlaIdj 
i|yd kS;suh" mßmd,k iy iudÔh mshjrhka tAldnoaO lrk iuia; m%fõYhla 
w;HjYH jk nj;a wOHhkh u.ska ks.ukh lrhss' 

uqLH mo( ixialD;sl Wreu" wdrlaIKh" l<ukdlrKh" YS% ,dxlSh kS;sh" 
wka;¾cd;sl ud¾f.damfoaY 
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[English Translation]  

Cultural Heritage Protection and Management: 
The Effectiveness of the Sri Lankan Legal Mechanism 

 

S.R.L. Rosa 

Under the protection and management of cultural heritage, it is the responsibility 
of States to preserve the tangible and intangible values of past civilizations for 
future generations. Sri Lanka, a nation rich in archaeological sites, monuments and 
traditional practices, has created a legal framework to ensure the protection and 
sustainable conservation of cultural heritage. The Sri Lankan legal framework for 
heritage conservation consists of laws that contribute directly and indirectly, 
among which the Antiquities Ordinance No. 09 of 1940, the Central Cultural Fund 
Act No. 57 of 1980 and the Cultural Property Act No. 73 of 1988 are prominent. The 
directly applicable laws provide specific mechanisms for the control of excavations, 
protection of monuments and regulation of antiquities, while the indirect laws 
related to environmental and urban development indirectly support heritage 
conservation. Together, these laws form a comprehensive but complex system 
aimed at aligning heritage protection with socio-economic development. The 
objective of this research is to evaluate the effectiveness of the existing legal 
framework in achieving the desired objectives. The methodology adopted in this 
study is comparative and analytical, and the Sri Lankan constitutions, court 
decisions and relevant research reports are studied. It further evaluates the 
effectiveness of the national legal mechanism by taking into account international 
standards and conventions. Globally, the 1964 Venice Charter and the 1972 
UNESCO World Heritage Convention establish universal guidelines for heritage 
conservation, emphasizing international cooperation, sustainable development, 
and community participation. As a signatory to these conventions, Sri Lanka has a 
responsibility to align its domestic legal system with international norms and 
principles. According to John Austin, people obey the law because of the fear of 
punishment. However, in the context of heritage protection, increasing penalties 
alone is not enough to ensure compliance. Effective heritage conservation requires 
fostering good management practices along with public awareness, community 
responsibility and legal enforcement. The study concludes that while Sri Lanka’s 
legal framework provides a solid foundation for the protection of cultural heritage, 
significant reforms are needed to strengthen implementation, improve institutional 
coordination, and integrate sustainable development goals, and that a holistic 
approach that integrates legal, administrative and social measures is essential for 
the effective and lasting protection of cultural heritage. 
 

Keywords: Cultural heritage, International guidelines, Management, Protection,  
                        Sri Lankan law  
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wkqrdOmqr mqrdúoHd fl!;=ld.drh weiqfrka  
ft;sydisl f.dvke.s,sj, l;D;ajh wdrlaId lsÍu yd  

Ndú; w.h ;=,kh lsÍfï wjYH;djh 
 

ã'tï' fl!Y,Hd f.!;ó l=udß Èidkdhl 

  wkqrdOmqr m%dfoaYSh ld¾hd,h" mqrdúoHd fomd¾;fïka;=j 

kaushdizz@gmail.com 

wkqj¾;kSh kej; Ndú;h ixl,amh f,dj mqrd ft;sydisl f.dvke.s,sj, 
meje;au iqrlaIs; lsÍfï m%Odk hdka;%Khla f,i ye¢kafjk w;r tuÕska 
ft;sydisl f.dvke.s,a,lg kj Ndú;hla ,nd § tajdfha wdhq ld,h §¾> lsÍug 
bv i,ihs' kuq;a m%dfhda.sl uÜgfï § rdcHh wdh;k i|yd ft;sydisl 
f.dvke.s,s Ndú;d lsÍfï § Y%S ,xldfõ iajNdjh tkï" f.dvke.s,af,a uq,a 
iajNdjh mj;ajdf.k hdu yd kj ld¾hNdrhkag wkql+, lsÍu w;r 
iu;=,s;;djh /l .ksñka fuu wkqj¾;kSh kej; Ndú;h fld;rï id¾:l 
f,i isÿ lrkjd o hkak ms<sn| j .eg¨jla mj;shs' wkql+, kej; Ndú;h ;=< 
mßYS,l wjYH;d iy uq,a f.dvke.s,af,a iajNdjh w;r iïmQ¾K;dj iys; 
iu;=,s;;djhla flfia r|jd.; yelso@ hk m¾fhaIK .eg¨j u; msysgd   
f.dvke.s,af,a wkql+, Ndú;fha i;H;djh we.hSu" mßYS,l wjYH;d m%o¾Yk" 
ixrlaIKh" iy ixpdrl fiajd flfrys f.dv.eks,af,a Ndú;h úYaf,aIKh 
lsÍu iy  kS;suh rduqj fuu iu;=,s;;djh flfrys n,mdk wdldrh wOHhkh 
lsÍu fuu m¾fhaIKfha § isÿ lrk ,È' fuu wOHhkh i|yd Y%S ,xldfõ mer‚ 
u yd mqrdúoHd fomd¾;fïka;=fõ mer‚ u fl!;=ld.drh jk wkqrdOmqr 
mqrdúoHd fl!;=ld.drh m%Odk lr .kakd ,È' th ì%;dkH iufha wkqrdOmqr 
k.rfha m%Odk mßmd,k f.dvke.s,a,la jQ w;r mqrdúoHd fl!;=ld.drhla njg 
mßj¾;kh lsÍfï § l;D;ajh  mj;ajd .ekSug wju fjkialï isÿlr ;sfí' 
1940 wxl mqrdjia;= wd{d mk; (Antiquities Ordinance) wkqj l%shd;aul jk Y%S 
,xldfõ ixrlaIK m%;sm;a;sj,g wkql+, j Ndú;d;aul hdj;ald,Sk lsÍulg 
jvd tys øjHuh we;=¿ fN!;sl l;D;ajh wdrlaId lr .ekSu m%uqL woyiska isÿ 
l< ld¾hhla f,i fmkS hhs' fuys § f.dvke.s,af,a Wreu ,laIK wdrlaId 
lrf.k we;;a m%o¾Yk l=á ;=< wjldYh wvqùu" wdf,dalh yd .nvd myiqlï 
wvqùu" ixrlaIK lghq;= i|yd wjYH hka;%dx. fkdue;sùu iy krUkakka 
i|yd ys;ldó myiqlï fkd;sîu jeks .eg¨ ksid fl!;=ld.drhla f,i 
krUkakkaf.a wdl¾IKh Èkd .ekSug wiu;a ù we;' fuys § Wreu f.dvke.s,s 
wkqj¾;kSh kej; Ndú;fha § jdia;=úoHdj" mqrdúoHdj jeks úIh uq,sl lreKq 
u; muKlafkdj kj Ndú; úIh lafIa;%hg wod< uq,sldx. yd th Ndú; 
lrkakkaf.a  wjYH;djka o ie,lsh hq;= nj fmkajd fohs' Wreu f.dvke.s,af,a 
wNHka;r fjkialïj,ska f;drj l;D;ajh muKla iq/lSfuka th uyckhdf.a 
wjOdkfhka .s,sys hdfï wjodkula we;s w;r Y%S ,xldfõ Ndú; jk  ixrlaIK 
m%;sm;a;sj,g l;D;ajh we;=<;a lsÍfï wjYH;djh ñka fmkakqï flf¾' 

uqLHmo( l;D;ajh" wkqj¾;kSh kej; Ndú;h" wkqrdOmqr mqrdúoHd 
fl!;=ld.drh" jdia;=úoHd ixrlaIK m%;sm;a;s" ;sridr ixj¾Okh 
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[English Translation] 

Balancing Authenticity and Functionality in Adaptive Reuse: 
A Case study of the Anuradhapura Archaeological Museum  

 

D.M. Kaushalya Gauthami Kumari Dissanayake 
Anuradhapura Regional Office, Department of Archaeology 

Adaptive reuse has become a vital strategy in heritage conservation, enabling 
historic buildings to serve new purposes while extending their life. In Sri Lanka, 
however, this process raises critical concerns about authenticity, how to preserve a 
building’s original character while meeting modern functional needs. This study 
examines the Anuradhapura Archaeological Museum, originally a British colonial 
administrative building, to assess the authenticity of its adaptive reuse as one of the 
country’s earliest site museums. The museum’s conversion represents an effort to 
maintain physical authenticity with minimal architectural alterations, in line with 
Sri Lanka’s Antiquities Ordinance (1940), which prioritizes material preservation 
over adaptive functionality. While the colonial identity of the structure remains 
intact, the building has not been effectively adapted to contemporary museological 
requirements. Deficiencies such as inadequate gallery spaces, poor lighting, 
insufficient storage and conservation facilities, and the absence of visitor amenities 
hinder its performance as a modern museum. The study aims to (1) evaluate the 
authenticity of the building in its current use, (2) examine how effectively user 
requirements such as display, conservation, and visitor service are accommodated, 
and (3) analyze how existing legislative frameworks influence the balance between 
originality and adaptation. A qualitative case study approach is adopted, combining 
field observations of the building’s features and functions with a design, material, 
workmanship, and setting. The central research question asks: How can adaptive 
reuse projects balance user requirements with the originality of historic buildings 
to ensure both sustainability and authenticity? The findings reveal that prioritizing 
material conservation without addressing functional needs risks making the 
building obsolete. International frameworks advocate a balanced approach where 
authenticity encompasses not only material but also use, function, spirit, and 
feeling. The Anuradhapura case highlights the need for a more flexible and 
integrated policy in Sri Lanka one that recognizes authenticity as both physical and 
functional. Sensitive interventions such as improved climate control, modernized 
exhibitions, and better visitor facilities could sustain the museum’s relevance while 
preserving its colonial character. Ultimately, adaptive reuse must ensure that 
heritage buildings remain living cultural and educational spaces, not static relics of 
the past. 
 

Keywords: Adaptive reuse, Anuradhapura Archaeological Museum, Authenticity, 
Heritage legislation, Sustainability  
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Session III (Room A) 

Theme:  

Digital Heritage Frontiers:  

AI, 3D Modeling, and Immersive 

Digital Technologies 

Chair:  

Dr. Arjuna Thanthilage 

 

 

 

Dr. Arjuna Thanthilage is a Senior Lecturer at the Postgraduate Institute of 

Archaeology (PGIAR). His primary focus is on the fields of archaeological 

science, conservation science and ancient metallurgy. His Ph.D. thesis 

addresses several art historical controversies, technological and resource aspects 

of Sri Lanka’s Bronze heritage by means of scientific methodologies. As a 

coordinator of the Laboratory for Cultural Material Analysis he is actively 

engaged in introducing archaeology and conservation research to the students. 

Dr. Thantilage had been working in Seruwila and the suburbs for several years 

on his pioneering study of the ancient copper metallurgy of Sri Lanka. By the 

findings, he argues that Seruwila is an extremely important metallurgical 

center in this part of the world, which produced copper in an industrial scale 

and exported it to other parts of the world. The Radio-carbon dates confirm the 

copper production in Seruwila from 4th Century BC to the 10th Century AD. 

He further argues that the famous historical name for the country, 

“Thambapanni,” is because of this copper production and its contribution to the 

ancient world trade. From his research on ancient metallurgy of Sri Lanka, he 

has shown the importance of metal as a tool to understand dynamics in 

historical societies. 
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;s%l=Kdu,h wdYs%; merKs hqO iaudrl jd¾;dlrKfha§  
;s%udK jd¾;dlrKh i`oyd m%fõYhla  

 

ä'tï' pß; nqoaêl1*, á'ä'iS' mqIAaml=udr2" whs'wd¾'tka'ví' nKavdr"  
ukaodrïkqjr pkaodkkao ysñ1 iy tÉ'tï' wurd l=udß 

1;%sl=Kdu,h jHdmD;sh" uOHu ixialD;sl wruqo, 
2is.sßh jHdmD;sh" uOHu ixialD;sl wruqo, 

dmchrit@gmail.com 

Y%S ,xldfõ kef.kysr m%foaYfha msysá ;%sl=Kdu,h jrdh yd ta wdY%s; l,dmh 
b;sydih mqrdu hqOuh jYfhka WÑ; N+f.da,Sh jYfhka iqúfYaIS;djhlska hq;a 
ia:dkhla f,i ie,fla' tu N+f.da,Sh msysàu fya;=fjka mD;=.Sis" ,kafoais iy 
bx.%Sis cd;slhka úiska furg ish md,k ld,hkaj,§ úúO bÈlsÍï isÿlr we;s 
w;r" n,fldgq iy hqOuh wjYH;d ioyd jQ f.dvke.s,s úfYaIfhkau hqO wú 
ia:dk.; lSÍu Wfoid ks¾udKh lrk ,o úúO jdia;=úoHd bÈlsÍï WodyrK 
f,i y÷kd.; yel' fuu l,dmfha msysgd we;s ì%;dkH hq.fha wjika Nd.fhka 
miq bÈlsÍï yereKqfldg wfkla ish,a, jir ishhlg jeä b;sydih iys; 
mqrdúoHd;aul iaudrl f,i yÿkd.; yelsh' flfia fj;;a" ;%sl=Kdu,h wdY%s;j 
miq.sh oYlj, mej;s wdrlaIl ;;a;ajhka fya;=fjka fuu ia:dk ms<sn| 
mqrdúoHd;aul jd¾;dlrKhla isÿ fkdùh' 2015 ka miq uOHu ixialD;sl 
wruqof,a uQ,sl;ajfhka f*ä%la fldgqj uQ,sl lr.;a m¾fhaIK fufyhqï 
wdrïN úh' tys§ m%Odk wNsfhda.hla jQfha" ia:dkj,g msúiSfï iSud" ld, mrdih 
wju ùu iy iïmQ¾K jd¾;dlrKhg wjYH WmlrK Ndú;fha wjir iSud ùu 
h' fuu iSud yuqfõ idïm%odhsl jd¾;dlrK l%uj,g jvd kj ;dlaI‚l 
m%fõYhka Ndú;d lsÍu w;HjYH úh' ta i|yd PdhdrEmñ;slrKh 
(Photogrammetry) iy Total Station ñkqï hka;%h fhdod.ksñka ;%sudK o;a; 
/ia lsÍu isÿ lrk ,§' tys§ Nikon EOS D3500 leurdfjka úúO fldaKj,ska 
,nd.;a PdhdrEm Metashape photoscan uDÿldx.h yryd ;s%udK f.dkqjla ilia 
lr.kq ,eîh' th Total Station hka;%h u.ska ,nd.;a ñkqï o;a; iu. iumd; 
lr ksrjoH 3D wdo¾Y f.dkqjla ilia lf<ah' fuh lafYaI;%hg fkdf.dia 
iaudrlh ;s%udKj wOHkh lsÍug yd 2D ie,iqï ilialr.ekSug Wmldß úh' 
fuu l,dmfha we;s wdrlaIl iSud fya;=fjka úfYaIs; ia:dkj, jd¾;dlrKh 
ixlS¾K jqjo" ;%sudK ;dlaIKh u.ska wju ld,hlska yd wju msßjefhka úYd, 
o;a; m%udKhla f.dkqlr .rkSugo yels úh' úfYaIfhka ;%sl=Kdu,h fldgqfõ 
De Rdout, Zeaburg, Monro, Westran Battry hk hqO wÜgd, jd¾;d.; lsÍfï§ 
fuu l%ufõoh id¾:lj fhdod .kakg yelsúh' bÈßhg" fujka ;%sudK 
jd¾;dlrKh mqrdúoHd;aul .fõIKh" úYaf,aIKh iy ksrEmKh i|yd 
úfYaIs; m%dfhda.sl jákdlula f.fkkakd nj fuu m¾fhaIKh ;=<ska fmkajd 
fohs' tfukau kj ;dlaI‚l fuj,ï fhdod.ekSu uÕska by< ksrjoH;djh 
iy .=Kd;aul m%;sM, ,nd.; yels nj o ;yjqre flf¾' 
 

uqLH mo( mqrdúoHdj"  PdhdrEmñ;slrKh" hqO iaudrl" ld,;=jlal= wx.k" ;%sudK 
úYaf,aIKh and conflicts. It can be most interestingly. 
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[English Translation]  

An Approach to 3D Recording in the Documentation of 
ancient war monuments in Trincomalee  

 

D.M. Charitha Buddhika1*, T.D.C. Pushpakumara2, I.R.N.W. Bandara, 
Mandaramnuwara Chandananda Thero1, H.M. Amara Kumari 

1 Abhayagiri Site, Central Cultural Fund 
2 Anuradhapura Project, Central Cultural Fund 

 

The Trincomalee port and its surrounding areas, located in the eastern part of Sri 
Lanka, have historically been regarded as geographically unique and strategically 
important locations. Due to this advantageous position, the Portuguese, Dutch, and 
British carried out various constructions during their respective periods of rule in 
the country. Numerous architectural structures, particularly forts and military 
installations designed for the placement of weapons, can still be identified as 
examples of these efforts. Except for the constructions built during the latter part of 
the British period, all other structures in this region can be recognized as 
archaeological monuments with a history of more than a hundred years. However, 
due to the security situation in the Trincomalee area over the past decades, no 
comprehensive archaeological documentation had been conducted at these sites. 
After 2015, research operations focusing on Fort Frederick began under the 
leadership of the Central Cultural Fund. The main challenges faced were restricted 
access to the sites, a limited time frame, and limited permission to use the 
equipment required for detailed documentation. In light of these constraints, it 
became essential to adopt new technological approaches rather than rely solely on 
traditional reporting methods. For this purpose, 3D data collection was conducted 
using photogrammetry and the Total Station measuring machine. The data obtained 
from the Canon EOS D3500 were aligned with the 3D modelling software outputs 
to create accurate 3D model files. This approach made it possible to study the 
monuments virtually in three dimensions and to generate 2D plans without 
physically revisiting the site. Although documentation of certain locations remains 
challenging due to ongoing security restrictions, the use of 3D technology has 
enabled the collection of large amounts of data within a short period and at minimal 
cost. In particular, this method proved highly effective in documenting the war 
related structures of Fort Frederick in Trincomalee. Moving forward, this research 
demonstrates that 3D reporting techniques provide significant practical value for 
archaeological exploration, analysis, and presentation. It also confirms that by 
employing new technological tools, it is possible to achieve highly accurate and 
high-quality results. 
 

Keywords: Archaeology, Cannon Yards, Photogrammetry, War Monuments, 3D 
Analysis 
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AI-based Predictive Modeling of Visitor Flow at  
Sri Lankan Heritage Sites to Manage Over Tourism and 

Structural Stress  
 

L.N.A.B.M. Nissanka* and C.R. Withanaachchi 
Rajarata University of Sri Lanka 

banu.n@vpa.ac.lk 

Sri Lanka’s heritage sites, including UNESCO World Heritage locations such as 
Sigiriya, Polonnaruwa, and the Temple of the Tooth, are experiencing increasing 
structural stress due to over tourism. Unregulated visitor flow accelerates the 
deterioration of monuments and reduces the quality of visitor experience. This 
study explores how artificial intelligence (AI)-based predictive modelling, using 
classical probabilistic methods such as Markov chains, can provide interpretable 
and actionable insights to manage tourism sustainably. The objective is to develop 
a predictive model of weekly visitor flow using first-order Markov chains, analyze 
seasonal and event-driven visitation patterns, and propose evidence-based 
management strategies to reduce peak occupancy and associated structural stress. 
The study utilizes publicly available datasets from the Sri Lanka Tourism 
Development Authority (SLTDA) comprising daily tourist arrival data from 2015 to 
2025, combined with Google Community Mobility Reports to capture visitation 
trends. Visitor counts were discretized into three occupancy states Low, Medium, 
and High and weekly transition probabilities were calculated for each site. 
Transition matrices were validated against historical occupancy data using 
standard accuracy metrics. The model demonstrated 92% accuracy in predicting 
weekly occupancy states, with a high probability of transitioning from Medium to 
High occupancy during peak tourist seasons and cultural festivals. Simulation of 
predictive crowd management strategies including staggered ticketing, off-peak 
visitor promotions, and temporary capacity caps suggested a potential reduction in 
peak visitor load by 15–20%, thereby easing structural pressure on the monuments. 
These findings highlight the practical applicability of classical models within an AI-
driven framework for heritage site management. The approach is computationally 
efficient, data-driven, and scalable to other cultural heritage locations. It enables a 
proactive shift from reactive conservation to preventive management, supporting 
both tourism planning and long-term heritage preservation. This study 
demonstrates that AI-inspired predictive analytics using Markov chains offer a 
robust, low-complexity solution to address the challenges of over tourism in 
culturally significant environments. 
 

Keywords: Artificial intelligence, Markov chain, predictive modelling, visitor flow, 
heritage conservation 
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Charting New Frontiers in Sri Lanka’s Cultural Heritage: 
Evidence-Based Visual Media for Living Heritage  

 

Harin Wickramasinghe 
VR Archives Studio & Sigiriya VR (Private) Company 

harin@vr-archives.com 

Sri Lanka is home to an extraordinary heritage. Evidence of ancient civilisations that 
were advanced, sophisticated, and deeply rooted in their environment still remains. 
Sites across the country have revealed artefacts, inscriptions, and architecture that 
speak to this complexity. Their legacy is recorded in local chronicles such as the 
Mahavamsa and Culavamsa, and in foreign travel accounts. Yet the human story 
behind these places remains largely untold. The world knows little of the people 
who built them, their beliefs, ways of life, and creative expression. Ancient Sri Lanka 
is rarely seen in global media, classrooms, or on streaming platforms. This abstract 
explores how evidence-based films can address that gap. By turning archaeology, 
texts, and expert guidance into vivid stories and visuals, heritage can be made 
accessible, engaging, and memorable. These productions, whether films, 
documentaries, museum pieces, or interactive installations, will help audiences 
connect emotionally while preserving historical accuracy. Seeing is believing, and 
visual immersion strengthens understanding, recall, and respect. A practical 
example is VR Archives Studio’s reconstruction of the 5th-century Sigiriya fortress. 
Over 12 months, a team of historians, archaeologists, artists, and designers drew on 
on-site remains, satellite imagery, field surveys, and chronicles such as the 
Culavamsa. Cultural experts reviewed each step for accuracy and sensitivity. The 
completed work was later presented as a virtual reality experience and is currently 
available for viewing in Sigiriya. But the true value lies in the production itself: an 
evidence-based narrative that can live across formats beyond any single medium. 
Audience feedback has been powerful. Many described the experience as 
unforgettable, like stepping into the ancient world. Experts praised its accuracy and 
realism, while visitors said it greatly enhanced their understanding of the site. The 
project demonstrated how evidence-based storytelling can revive ruins, reveal lost 
stories, and inspire respect for heritage. In line with Dr. Roland Silva’s view of living 
heritage, this abstract calls for heritage productions to stand alongside 
conservation. Technology will evolve, but it is the content and care behind these 
productions that will ensure Sri Lanka’s stories remain visible, valued, and 
preserved. 
 

Keywords: Digital reconstruction, Evidence-based storytelling, Sigiriya, Sri Lankan 
heritage, Cultural preservation 
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Annotating 3D Models as a Critical Practice for  
Interactive Heritage Interpretation in Sri Lanka  

 

Dinusha Wepitiyage 
Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam, The Netherlands 

wdkalpani@gmail.com 

The management and interpretation of heritage have increasingly incorporated 3D 
modelling technologies to enhance preservation, accessibility, and public 
engagement. In Sri Lanka, these techniques have recently entered the heritage field; 
however, heritage interpretation remains a significant gap, limiting public 
awareness. Despite extensive research on tangible heritage, effectively 
communicating research findings to the public remains a significant challenge. This 
lack of interpretation has contributed to a disconnect between heritage and the 
public as well as to the development of misconceptions. While several 3D models of 
heritage objects, monuments & sites exist, their use for interpretive purposes 
remains under explored. This study aims to address these gaps by focusing on 
annotation as a key interpretive tool. Annotation refers to adding texts, images, 
videos, or audio to a 3D model to create an interactive environment. Given the 
current limitations and potential of 3D modelling, this study addresses the research 
question: How can annotation transform an existing 3D model into an interactive 
platform for heritage interpretation?  The study was led by three main objectives: 
to evaluate the potential of two online platforms Thinglink and Sketchfab for 
annotating and hosting models, to explore the types of materials that can be 
integrated into a 3D model, and to identify ways of enhancing accessibility in 
heritage interpretation. This study positions annotation as a key method of 
transforming 3D models into interpretive platforms. The study employed a 
qualitative approach, and as part of the methodology, a self-made 3D model was 
uploaded to and annotated on Sketchfab to test the potential of interactive 
interpretation. Findings indicate that Thinglink offers greater annotation potential 
but limited hosting capacity, while Sketchfab provides strong hosting and sharing 
functionality with more limited annotation features. On Sketchfab, annotations can 
integrate text, online images, and URLs, enabling users to explore heritage 
narratives through hotspots. Such features allow for the integration of related 
images or historical reconstructions, facilitating storytelling. Sketchfab’s free 
hosting and shareable links also make it a cost-effective tool for heritage 
professionals working with limited resources. Overall, this study demonstrates how 
3D annotation can transform a static model into an interactive platform that foster 
public engagement and awareness. By proposing annotation as a participatory 
interpretive method, it contributes to bridging the gap between heritage and public 
understanding in Sri Lanka. 
 

Keywords: 3D modelling, annotation, heritage information, interpretation, public 
engagement 
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The Potential Use of AI Image Generation in Responsibly 
Facilitating Multivocality in Cultural Heritage Interpretation  

 

I.G.R.N. Wimalasuriya*, G.J. Burgers and L. Krause 
Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam, The Netherlands 

raviniwim@gmail.com 

Multivocality in cultural heritage refers to the existence of multiple 
voices/interpretations, often shaped by nationality, ethnicity, class, gender, culture, 
and other identities, including the voices historically silenced or marginalized. 
Truthful heritage interpretation requires acknowledging these diverse, and 
sometimes conflicting perspectives. This study investigates the potential of 
Generative AI (Gen-AI) image generation as a tool to responsibly facilitate 
multivocality, particularly in museums and visitor centres of heritage sites. It 
explores how Gen-AI can enable visitors to express their perspectives on heritage 
presentations, while addressing the inherent challenges of accuracy, bias, and 
cultural sensitivity in AI-generated outputs. Three case studies were examined: 
Surinamese colonial plantation, religious beliefs associated with Sri Pada Mountain 
in Sri Lanka, and the 1640 Dutch siege of Portuguese-held Galle Fort. Using zero-
shot text-to-image generation, 13 visitor perspectives (user prompts) were input 
into 03 leading Gen-AI models (DALL-E, Stable Diffusion, Midjourney), producing 39 
images. The prompts were analysed linguistically, and the image outputs were 
systematically evaluated by heritage experts using predefined criteria. The results 
revealed both strengths and limitations of current AI models in generating 
historically accurate and culturally contextualised image reconstructions. Key 
concerns included: impact of users’ varying familiarity with heritage contexts, 
imbalanced representations of architecture and human activity, romanticisation of 
violence, neutralisation of contested narratives, difficulty in visualising 
undocumented beliefs, and distortions caused by intermediate linguistic 
transformations. The study assumed responsible use by participants, with no intent 
to distort or disrespect historical contexts. Based on the findings, this study 
proposes a conceptual framework and guidelines for optimising prompt inputs to 
produce more accurate and contextually sensitive AI image reconstructions. While 
multivocality is a main concept in critical heritage studies, some scholars caution 
that uncritical embracing of all perspectives risks naive relativism, where every 
claim is treated as equally valid regardless of evidence, potentially undermining 
objectivity. Therefore, the study emphasises the importance of cross-verifying AI 
outputs with credible sources and setting ethical considerations into practice. The 
study concludes that Gen-AI should not be treated as a definitive source of historical 
truth, but as a supplementary tool to facilitate multivocality and public engagement 
with cultural heritage. Hence, when employed meaningfully and responsibly, Gen-
AI has the potential to represent the past in more inclusive, dialogic, and interactive 
ways. 
 

Keywords: Critical Heritage Studies, Cultural Heritage Interpretation, Generative-
AI, Multivocality, Prompt Engineering  
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Prof. R.M.M. Chandrarathne 

 

 

 

 

Prof. R.M.M. Chandrarathne is a distinguished archaeologist and currently 

serves as the Senior Professor in Archaeology, University of Peradeniya as well 

as Senior Vice-President of the Sri Lanka Council of Archaeologists. He holds a 

BA (Hons) degree from the University of Peradeniya, an MA from the 

University of Poona, and a PhD in Archaeology from Pune University. His 

academic journey has been supported by prestigious awards, including Ford 

Foundation scholarships for both his Masters and doctoral studies, as well as a 

South-Asia Visiting Postdoctoral Fellowship at the Institute of Archaeology, 

University College London. Following this, Professor Chandrarathne 

undertook postdoctoral research in the Department of Geology at the University 

of Turku, Finland, under the Erasmus Mundus Action II program. His research 

interests are notably multidisciplinary, encompassing archaeology, 

archaeobotany, and ethnoarchaeology. He currently serves as the Principal 

Investigator in Sri Lanka for an international collaborative project with IPHES, 

Spain, and MNHN, France, titled “From the Mediterranean to the Indian 

Ocean through ethnoarchaeology of fuel and archaeobotany”, supported by the 

Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions (REA-A). Throughout his career, Professor 

Chandrarathne has combined teaching and research, mentoring emerging 

scholars and contributing extensively to academic publications. His work 

bridges field archaeology with scientific analysis, advancing the understanding 

of human-environment interactions across South Asia and the broader Indian 

Ocean world. 
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Impacts of the Customs and Beliefs in Laying out and 
Development of the Regal City of Anuradhapura  

 

Samitha Manawadu 
Department of Architecture, University of Moratuwa 

samithma@gmail.com 

The Mahavamsa relates the founding of a hamlet by an Aryan prince Anuradha 
around 483 BCE on the left bank of northwardly flowing river, Kadambanadi; and, 
subsequently occupying the same by a brother of Princess Bhaddakaccānā, by the 
name Anuradha. This hamlet was known as Anuradhagama. The second Anuradha 
built a reservoir in 444 BCE to sustain Anuradhagama, and his successor, and 
nephew Gamini-Abhaya, built a second reservoir, Gaminivapi, in 410 BCE to the 
south. Both reservoirs were located to the north of the hamlet. It appears that the 
beliefs held by the Aryans influenced the site selection and the development of 
Anuradhagama. Anuradhagama was offered to King Pandukabhaya, to settle-down 
and establish his authority over the unified land. He converted the rudimentary 
hamlet into a fortified city, with extensive defense-infrastructure, to transform it 
into the first Regal City of Sri Lanka, known as Anuradhapura.  King Pandukabhaya 
appointed a Nagara Guttika, an Aryan City Planner to lay out the city and its 
infrastructure. His planning concept were governed by customs and beliefs that 
predominated in Aryan communities. Notably, adherence to Vastushastra is 
significantly evident in the case of non-accommodating any facilities in the eastern 
direction of the citadel that enabled unobstructed sun worship by the king, a solar 
worshipper. The overall concept of city planning was based on directional 
supremacy; and the veneration of spirts associated with specific trees in the vicinity 
of gates facing cardinal directions. This concept was the main determining factor in 
city planning until the introduction of Buddhism, which defied the concept and 
encouraged the city planning free of such superstitious beliefs. This paper 
elucidates the impact of superstitious beliefs, especially that of Vastushastra; and 
other Aryan conventions in city planning, relevant to the first regal city of Sri Lanka, 
Anuradhapura, using Mahavamsa references and their analyses through the Vastu-
Shilpa texts. 
 

Keywords: City planning, Cosmic-energy, Superstitious, Topography, Vastu-
mandala  
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Stargate map of Ranmasu Uyana:  
Digital geomythology of heritage landscapes  

 

Rajah Sanjai Madhusanad* and Wasana De Silva 
Department of Architecture, University of Moratuwa 

sanjaimadhu23@gmail.com 

Sri Lanka’s cultural heritage encompasses not only its monumental architecture but 
also the intangible myths and narrative traditions embedded in its landscapes. 
Addressing the need to conserve both dimensions, this study introduces Digital 
Geomythology (DGM) as an innovative framework that integrates empirical data 
with mythological imagination through deep mapping and transmedia storytelling. 
The research focuses on the Stargate Map (Sakwala Chakraya) of Ranmasu Uyana, 
Anuradhapura, a site where archaeological evidence, cosmological symbolism, and 
cultural myths converge. The study pursued three objectives: first, to examine how 
DGM can enrich spatial narration and heritage interpretation; second, to analyze 
how narrative phases evolve and can be visualized through spatial storytelling; and 
third, to test how digital platforms can preserve intangible heritage values, which 
are often marginalized in conventional conservation practices. Methodologically, 
the research employed a superimposition approach (through phenomenal 
transparency) within a deep mapping framework, integrating empirical surveys, 
historical archives, and geological records with fictional and factual narratives 
gathered through narrative interviews, observational participatory mapping, and 
contextual priming activities. These field work experiments included immersive 
exercises designed to align participants with the thematic elements of the study, 
followed by AI-assisted mapping and a collaborative transmedia platform, which 
enabled multi-perspective engagement and narrative phase analysis. The results 
demonstrate that DGM provides a powerful lens for interpreting complex cultural 
heritage landscapes. By transforming sites into “storyscapes,” it enhances visitor 
curiosity, fosters sustainable cultural tourism, and strengthens emotional bonds 
between people and place. The study highlights the cultural resource value of the 
unknown—the sense of mystery that myths and unexplained narratives generate—
and argues that this dimension is as vital as tangible evidence in shaping heritage 
identity. Furthermore, the integration of AI, digital mapping, and narrative layering 
revealed innovative strategies for democratizing heritage interpretation and 
expanding participatory conservation practices. In conclusion, this research 
positions Digital Geomythology as a technological frontier for heritage conservation 
in Sri Lanka, bridging tangible and intangible values while offering new approaches 
for heritage landscapes, conservation management, and digital interpretation. By 
combining scientific inquiry with cultural imagination, DGM ensures that heritage 
retains its interpretive richness and relevance in the digital era. 
 

Keywords: AI in Heritage, Deep Mapping, Digital Geomythology, Heritage 
Landscapes, Intangible Heritage Conservation, Ranmasu Uyana, 
Stargate  
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Yapahuwa Stairway: Integration of Architecture, Archaeology, 
and Engineering in Medieval Sri Lanka  

 

Susil Lamahewa1* and Dhananjaya Gamalath2 

1 ICOMOS Sri Lanka  
2.Postgraduate Institute of Archaeology, University of Kelaniya 

susil_l@yahoo.com 

The study of Sri Lanka's mediaeval capitals reveals a strong integration of 
architecture, archaeology, and engineering within fortified landscapes. The 13th-
century Yapahuwa rock fortress stairway, for example, is a stunning combination of 
artistry and technology, but its construction is largely unknown. This study looks 
into whether such monumental works were guided by a coherent engineering 
method, as well as how design principles interacted with defense and landscape. 
Precedents include Sigiriya in the 5th century, Badalattha Nuwara in the 11th with 
moats and ramparts, Dambadeniya in the 12th with stone fortifications, and Kotte 
in the 15th with marshes and waterways as barriers. Yapahuwa, like Dambadeniya, 
transformed natural rock outcrops into fortified royal complexes with steep 
stairways for circulation and defense. The structural logic of these stairways, which 
are embedded in living rock, embellished with sculptural ornament, and serve both 
symbolic and functional purposes, has received little research. The lack of direct 
evidence for bridge building, stair construction, and stone anchoring methods 
indicates a knowledge gap about mediaeval Sri Lankan techniques. Archaeological 
finds from megalithic burials near Yapahuwa, as well as chronicles such as the 
Mahavamsa, place the fortress within a long continuum of ritual, settlement, and 
defence, while figures such as General Subha and Prince Vijayabahu IV associate it 
with political and military struggles against Kalinga Magha. This study proposes to 
look at Yapahuwa's stairway as both an architectural and engineering phenomenon, 
asking what technologies were available, how they were integrated, and what 
lessons can be learnt from Sri Lankan architectural history. Drawing on 
archaeological evidence, historical texts, technology, and architectural analysis, it 
reframes Yapahuwa as a site of convergence for art, engineering, and political 
symbolism, rather than just a defensive rock citadel. 
 

Keywords: Engineering and Design, Fortified landscapes, Medieval Sri Lankan 
architecture, Stairway construction, Yapahuwa  
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Yapahuwa: Defense architecture of the medieval capital and 
its historic hinterland 

 

Sujika Katupotha 
sujikakatupotha@gmail.com 

Defense has always been a decisive factor in the evolution of human societies, 
shaping urban layouts, political centers, and architectural traditions. In medieval Sri 
Lanka, where frequent invasions created shifting centers of power, the royal citadel 
of Yapahuwa (1272-1284 CE) stands as a striking example of how geography and 
fortification merged into a coherent defensive landscape. Established by King 
Bhuvanekabahu I following the decline of Polonnaruwa and the relocation of the 
Dambadeniya kingdom, Yapahuwa’s brief prominence as a capital underscores the 
urgency of security concerns in the 13th century. Rising as an inselberg from the 
plains, Yapahuwa possessed inherent defensive advantages. Its steep escarpments 
provided natural barriers on three sides, while the more vulnerable southern 
approach was reinforced with moats, ramparts, and sluice systems that combined 
hydrological control with military strategy. The monumental stairway carved into 
the rock exemplified dual purposes: serving as a narrow, controllable ascent during 
conflict and as a symbolic expression of royal authority. Terraced levels, 
guardhouses, and cisterns reveal a layered defense system designed to sustain the 
citadel under siege. The defensive logic extended outward through a network of 
surrounding inselbergs Usgala, Monarakanda, Galbokka, and Kaikawala each 
positioned within 1-1.5 km. Their intervisibility with the central citadel created a 
surveillance ring, enabling early warning and coordinated signaling. Surface traces 
such as caves, rock platforms, and alignments suggest temporary use as watch-posts 
and refuges. Beyond this, a transitional meso-zone (2-3 km radius) included 
agricultural settlements, minor reservoirs, and natural ridges, functioning both as 
support communities and as a buffer against advancing forces. At the macro scale 
(5 km), Yapahuwa integrated into a wider hydraulic and settlement system, 
confirming its role as the fortified apex of a socio-political landscape rather than an 
isolated stronghold. Architecturally, the summit palace reflects continuity with 
earlier capitals such as Polonnaruwa, while adapting to the constraints of the 
elevated site. The presence of a rock-top tank highlights both engineering skill and 
defensive foresight, sustaining the citadel in times of siege. Importantly, Yapahuwa 
exemplifies the fusion of natural topography with constructed fortifications, 
transforming landscape into both a practical defense system and a statement of 
sovereignty. Today, modern quarrying at peripheral inselbergs threatens to erase 
this wider defensive network, reducing Yapahuwa to an isolated monument. 
Recognizing it instead as a landscape fortress integrating citadel, outcrops, and 
hinterland is vital for both scholarship and heritage protection. 
 

Keywords: Cultural landscape, Defense architecture, Hydraulic fortification, 
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Re-discovering Menikkadawara Portuguese Fort with LiDAR 
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H.M. Chryshane Mendis 

manojmaddumaarachi@gmail.com 

Menikkadawara, today a quiet village in Sri Lanka’s Kegalle District, preserves the 
little-known remains of a Portuguese fort, one of the few surviving monuments of 
original Portuguese construction on the island. Built in 1598 to control the Four 
Korales, the fort was expanded in the 1620s into a square structure with four 
bastions. A surviving plan from the 1630s, preserved in the Netherlands National 
Archives, provides the only known contemporary depiction. Historical sources, 
including Captain João Ribeiro, describe Menikkadawara as the chief station of the 
Portuguese field army with 350 soldiers and as the residence of the Dissawe of the 
Four Korales. Abandoned after the Portuguese withdrawal in the 1640s, the site has 
since received limited archaeological attention, with excavations by H. C. P. Bell, 
revealing a Portuguese coat of arms slab, now in the Colombo National Museum. 
Although designated a protected monument, the fort is scarcely visible today. To 
reconstruct its archaeological landscape, LiDAR technology was employed 
alongside the historical plan. Point cloud data obtained from the Survey Department 
were processed into a Digital Elevation Model (DEM), spatially referenced to WGS 
84 using Ground Control Points. A hill shade was derived from the DEM to enhance 
surface visibility. The 1630s plan was georeferenced by aligning the bastions 
identifiable in both datasets. DEM, hill shade, and the fortress plan were overlaid 
with contemporary Google Earth imagery for comparative analysis. Results show a 
close correspondence between the LiDAR-derived DEM and the historical plan, 
confirming the persistence of the original structural layout. While the moat is 
largely absent today, DEM analysis reveals traces, particularly to the north, and 
suggests that part of it extended into the present Menikkadawara–Thuntota road. 
Buffer analysis of the vectorised plan provided insights into the fort’s defensive 
range and indicated a probable civic settlement west of the fort. This study 
demonstrates the enduring accuracy of early 17th-century cartography while 
highlighting the value of LiDAR in rediscovering and validating obscured colonial 
landscapes. The findings contribute to a deeper understanding of Portuguese 
military and administrative presence in Sri Lanka and underscore the broader 

potential of Remote Sensing for heritage archaeology. 
 

Keywords: Georeference, Hillshade, LiDAR, Menikkadawara, Portuguese fort 
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Prof. Mangala Katugampala is a distinguished archaeologist with over 25 

years of experience in research, heritage management, and higher education. He 

holds a BA (Hons) degree, Postgraduate Diploma, and an MPhil from the 

University of Kelaniya, a PhD from Sichuan University, China. Renowned for 

his innovative approach, he seamlessly integrates traditional field archaeology 

with advanced Geographic Information Systems (GIS) and spatial analysis to 

explore and interpret South Asia’s rich cultural past. He has spearheaded major 

international archaeological projects, including the excavations at Mantai and 

Pabalugala, contributing significantly to the understanding of Sri Lanka’s 

maritime and inland heritage. In addition to his fieldwork, Professor 

Katugampala is deeply committed to mentoring emerging scholars, guiding the 

next generation of archaeologists and heritage professionals. He currently 

serves as Consultant Director at the Central Cultural Fund (CCF) and as an 

Advisor to Sri Lanka’s National Department of Archaeology, providing 

strategic guidance for heritage preservation and management. Throughout his 

career, he has held several prominent academic and administrative positions, 

including Head of the Department of Archaeology, Head of the Department of 

Information Technology, and Director of the Centre for Heritage Studies at the 

University of Kelaniya. His multidisciplinary expertise, leadership, and 

dedication to both research and heritage conservation have made him a pivotal 

figure in Sri Lanka’s archaeological and academic communities. 
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A GIS-based analysis of architectural transformations and 
heritage preservation framework: a case study in Kandy  

 

R.B.S.W.M.D.B. Kelegama 
Department of Geography, University of Peradeniya 

danbandara18@gmail.com 

Kandy, the last royal capital of Sri Lanka and a UNESCO World Heritage City, 
exemplifies a living cultural landscape. Its urban form and architecture reflect 
centuries of socio-political, religious, and geographical influences, blending sacred 
traditions, colonial legacies, and modern change. This study employs a GIS-based 
analytical framework to investigate the spatial dynamics of settlement growth and 
architectural change in Kandy, situating these processes within the interpretative 
lens of Cultural Geography. The research integrates archival records, field surveys, 
and official heritage inventories into geospatial analysis to reveal clustering 
patterns, typological continuities, and spatial transformations across Kandy’s urban 
zones. The study highlights how religious pluralism, particularly the concentration 
of Buddhist, Hindu, Islamic, and Christian institutions, has created a ritual and 
cultural mosaic centered around the Temple of the Tooth Relic and its surrounding 
shrines. These form a spiritual core that parallels the national park service model in 
United States, where landscapes operate simultaneously as sacred, social, and 
economic spaces. Streets like Dalada Vidiya, Raja Vidiya, and Colombo Street 
exemplify “architecture of dual parentage,” blending European features: arcades, 
colonnades, classical proportions, with Kandyan roofs, vernacular materials, and 
interior spatial adaptations to suit local conditions. Dutch-Kandyan and British-
Kandyan adaptations further demonstrate how colonial administrations 
strategically integrated local traditions into civic, commercial, and administrative 
buildings. GIS-based spatial modeling identifies zones of high cultural and 
architectural integrity, including the Maligawa precinct, the colonial grid city, and 
peripheral religious landscapes. Analytical techniques such as point clustering, 
hotspot analysis, buffer zoning, and overlay mapping demonstrate how heritage 
functions as ritual, social, recreational, economic, and symbolic space. These 
findings underscore the suitability of the Historic Urban Landscape approach for 
Kandy, recognizing its layered cultural values and guiding integrated conservation 
and planning strategies. By conceptualizing Kandy as both a historic urban 
landscape and a living cultural park, the study advances a framework that balances 
heritage preservation with contemporary urban development. 
 

Keywords: Colonial architecture, Cultural Geography, Historic Urban Landscape, 
GIS, Kandy 
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Developing a GIS-based Smart Tourism Framework for 
Cultural Heritage Tourism in Anuradhapura  

 

S.A.D. Senarathne 
Department of Geography, University of Peradeniya 

arunadananjaya8@gmail.com 

Anuradhapura, a UNESCO World Heritage City, is celebrated for its monumental 
heritage but faces critical challenges in visitor navigation, digital accessibility, and 
conservation management. Fragmented information systems, congested visitor 
flows, and limited interpretation tools reduce both the quality of tourist experiences 
and the sustainability of heritage preservation. This study addressed these issues 
by developing a GIS-based Smart Navigation and Conservation Model to enhance 
heritage tourism while safeguarding cultural assets. Guided by a Smart Tourism 
Framework for Cultural Heritage Tourism (CHT), the approach integrates smart 
tourism theory, heritage conservation principles, and visitor behavior analysis. It 
emphasizes four core dimensions: Smart Access improving spatial and digital 
accessibility; Smart Experience enhancing interpretation through interactive, 
location-aware content; Smart Conservation monitoring visitor flows and 
prioritizing preservation; and Smart Governance facilitating collaboration among 
stakeholders, including the Department of Archaeology, Sri Lanka Tourism 
Development Authority, and local communities. The methodology combined GPS-
based field mapping, stakeholder interviews, tourist surveys, and secondary 
government data. A centralized spatial database integrated archaeological site 
maps, road networks, visitor flows, and cultural layers. GIS tools, including network 
analysis and spatial clustering, optimized route planning and identified congestion 
hotspots. A mobile-accessible application operationalized these insights, offering 
interactive storytelling, augmented visuals, conservation alerts, and real-time 
navigation. Findings revealed shortcomings in existing infrastructure, such as 
inadequate signage, limited digital content, and congestion at high-demand sites 
like Ruvanveliseya and Sri Maha Bodhi. Post-implementation surveys indicated a 
42% rise in visitor satisfaction and a 35% improvement in navigation efficiency. 
Heritage managers reported enhanced capacity to monitor site usage and prioritize 
conservation actions via real-time analytics. Key recommendations include 
expanding GIS-linked smart signage, integrating multilingual digital interpretation, 
incorporating predictive visitor flow analytics, and engaging local communities in 
digital heritage storytelling. The study concludes that GIS-based smart navigation 
systems, framed within the Smart Tourism Framework for CHT, offer a sustainable 
model for managing cultural tourism in heritage-rich cities. By aligning visitor 
experience with preservation priorities, digital geo-spatial tools promote informed, 
engaging tourism while safeguarding Anuradhapura’s invaluable cultural assets. 
 

Keywords:  Cultural Heritage Tourism, Smart Tourism Framework, GIS, Spatial 

Database, Heritage Conservation  
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Unveiling Rayigama through LiDAR: Remote Sensing 
Approach to Sri Lanka’s Archaeological Landscapes  

 

Samandika Manoj Madduma Arachchi 
Independent Researcher 

manojmaddumaarachi@gmail.com 

Historical chronicles and messenger poems identify Raigama, in the Kalutara 
District of Sri Lanka’s Western Province, as an important urban centre from the 
thirteenth century AD. During the reign of King Buvanekabahu IV (1341–1351 AD), 
Minister Alakeshvara established Raigama as the base of the Alakeshvara dynasty. 
The Rajavaliya records that King Parakramabahu VI (1412–1467 AD) was first 
crowned there before moving to Kotte, while the Mayura Sandeshaya highlights its 
prosperity and fortifications. By the sixteenth century, Raigama was briefly ruled by 
Raigam Bandara before absorption into the Sitavaka kingdom. Today, few visible 
remains survive at the Pathahawatta Sri Pushkararama Temple, including laterite 
ramparts, a pond, and scattered artifacts. With limited surface evidence, this study 
applied Light Detection and Ranging (LiDAR), a remote sensing technique, to 
reassess the city’s archaeological landscape. Point cloud data from the Survey 
Department of Sri Lanka covered roughly one square kilometers, centred on the 
historic core, with a point spacing of 0.58 m (over 3.2 million points). The dataset, 
pre-classified into 32 categories, was simplified into ground and non-ground 
classes. Using the ground-class points, a Digital Elevation Model (DEM) was 
generated. A hillshade was derived from the DEM, while the DEM was divided into 
25 elevation classes, each assigned to a distinct colour, producing a colour DEM. The 
colour DEM and hillshade were overlaid to create a colour hillshade, offering a clear 
visualization of terrain features. Spatial data processing was conducted in ArcGIS 
10.8 and QGIS. The analysis revealed new insights into Raigama’s layout. The 
rampart measures c. 600 m in perimeter, enclosing 19,940 m². DEM profiles suggest 
traces of a northern moat, along with two parallel linear anomalies, about 140 m in 
length, extending from the east and west ramparts. Another feature on the north-
eastern edge may indicate a secondary rampart or dam. Evidence suggests the 
preserved ruins represent the inner city, with the outer city still unlocated. This 
research demonstrates the value of LiDAR-based remote sensing for Sri Lanka’s 
archaeology, highlighting Raigama’s defensive and urban features while 
showcasing the wider potential of such technologies to uncover hidden cultural 
landscapes. 
 

Keywords: DEM, Hillshade, LiDAR, Raigama, Remote Sensing 
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Prof. Thusitha Mendis is a distinguished archaeologist and academic from 

Sri Lanka, renowned for his contributions to heritage management and 

archaeological research. He received his early education at Revatha Central 

College, Balapitiya, and in 1992, he joined the University of Peradeniya, where 

he graduated with a Second-Class Upper Division Honours degree in 

Archaeology. In 1996, he commenced his professional career at the Central 

Cultural Fund as an Archaeological Research Officer. Over the next seventeen 

years, he advanced to become the Chief Research Officer of the Jetavana Project 

and Project Manager of the Kandy Project, leading significant heritage 

preservation initiatives. Since 2006, Professor Mendis has shared his expertise 

in academia, initially as a Visiting Lecturer in the Department of Archaeology 

and Heritage Management at the University of Rajarata. In 2013, he was 

appointed Senior Lecturer, and in 2015, he served as Head of the Department 

for six years. He was promoted to Professor of Archaeology in 2017 and later 

served as Dean of the Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities from 2022 to 

2024. From 2024 to 2025, he held the position of Director General of 

Archaeology at the Department of Archaeology, Sri Lanka. Currently, he 

continues his academic work as Professor of Archaeology at the University of 

Rajarata and is recognized as a Fellow of the Sri Lanka Council of 

Archaeologists, contributing extensively to the advancement of archaeological 

research and heritage conservation in Sri Lanka. 
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ia;r wOHhkfhka y÷kd.;a merKs N+ o¾Ykfha iajNdjhka 
^wNh.srs ia;+mfhka kef.kysr fmdl=K leKSu weiqfrka& a  

 

tÉ'tA'tka'hQ chr;ak 
wkqrdOmqr jHdmD;sh" uOHu ixialD;sl wruqo, 

nilankaujayarathna@gmail.com 

f,dal Wreu wNh.srs ia;+mfha msúiqï fodgrq wi< fmdl=Kq y;rla .fõIK 
u.ska wkdjrKh lrf.k ;snqKs' W;=re yd ol=Kq osidjkays fmdl=Kq mdod 
ixrlaIKh lr we;s w;r kef.kysr fmdl=K o uOHu ixialD;sl wruqo, 
u.ska leKSï lr ixrlaIKhg fhdackd lrk ,os' mdis iys; c,fhka msrS 
jk.ykj ;snQ fuu ia:dkfha W;=rska yd ngysrska mia f.dve,s lvdjeàï ksid 
ie,lsh hq;= fldgila jeis f.dia ;snQKs' fuu f.dve,s ia;+m ixrlaIKfha oS 
tu mrsY%fhka bj;a l< mia f.dv.eiSfuka iEoS we;s nj y÷kd.; yels úh' 
leKSfuys wruqK jQfha ft;sydisl N+ o¾Ykh y÷kdf.k ixrlaIKh lsrSuhs' 
merKs N+ o¾Ykfha iajNdjhka flfiao hkak fuys m¾fhaIK .eg¿jhs' fuu 
wOHhkh i|yd Ndú; lrk l%ufõoh ia;r wOHhkh hs' lafIa;% wOHhk o;a; 
fuka u f,aLk.; o;a; wOHhkh i|yd Ndú; úh' ia;rj, jhkh ir< u;=msg 
yd ixialD;sl ia;rdhkhla fmkakqï fkdl< w;r ld,Skj iajNdúl yd udkj 
l%shdldrlï /il ixlS¾K ;ekam;= úh' ngysr mssúiqï fodrgq uKavmh 
.rdjegqKq .fvd,a W¿ iys; ixialD;sl ia;rh by; i|yka l< mia 
f.dve,af,ka jeis we;s iajNdjh;a ia;r wOHhkfhka y÷kd.; yels úh' 
kef.kysr foiska fmdl=Kg nEjqï jQ ia;r foflys ueán÷ka fldgia nyq,j 
oel.; yels h' fmdl=fKa ol=Kq foiska fm;au. ieliSug Ndú; l< iqkanqka 
iys;  mia  fidaodmd,qj fya;=fjka ;ekam;aj we;s iajNdjhla osia fõ' leKSfuka 
wkdjrKh lr.;a ldkS,shka Lksc nyq, fndr¨ ia;rh iqúfYaI y÷kd.ekSula 
nj fmkajd osh yels h' leKSï N+ñh fnod.ekSu wkqj 16jk w.,g wh;aj yd 
tys W;=re bjqf¾ fuu iaතrh y÷kd.; yels h' tys ldkS,shka Lksc mn¿" wvla 
ksujd we;s yd ks¾udKj,ska leã.sh fldgia o ldkS,shka m;=re len,s o nyq,j 
oel.; yels h' Bg wu;rj OQu, ;srejdkd yd BRW ueá n÷ka len,s o oel.; 
yels h' fuu ia;rh ms<sn| jeäÿr m¾fhaIK u.ska merKs N+ o¾Ykfha wjOdkh 
fhduq fkdjQ iajNdjhන් yd Ndú;uh w.hන් wkdjrKh lr.ekSug;a" mQ¾j 
wNh.srs iufha ft;sydisl jeo.;alï y÷kd.; yels jkq we;s nj fmkajd osh 
yels h' 

uqLH mo( ia;r wOHhkh" wNh.sß ia;+mh" kef.kysr fmdl=K" mqrdúoHd leKSu" 
merKs N+ o¾Ykh" fndr¨ ia;rh 
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[English Translation]  

Characteristics of the Ancient Landscape identified through 
Stratigraphic Analysis based on the excavation of the  

Eastern pond at the Abhayagiri Stupa  
 

H.A.N.U. Jayarathna 
Anuradhapura Project, Central Cultural Fund 

Explorations around Abhayagiri Stupa in the World Heritage Site of Anuradhapura 
identified four ponds located near its entrances. Among these, the ponds on the 
northern and southern sides have already been conserved, while the Central 
Cultural Fund has proposed the excavation and conservation of the eastern pond. 
This site, once overgrown and filled with algae-covered water, had significant 
portions buried due to soil erosion from the north and west. It was revealed that 
these mounds were formed from soil displaced during the conservation of the 
Stupa. The primary objective of the excavation was to identify and preserve 
elements of the historical landscape. The central research problem of this study is 
to understand the nature and characteristics of the ancient landscape, which is 
investigated through stratigraphic analysis. The research methodology involves 
both literature review and field data analysis. Stratigraphic analysis indicated that 
the western entrance pavilion of the pond and a collapsed layer containing brick 
tiles had been buried by the previously mentioned soil mound. On the eastern side 
of the pond, two sloping layers were observed, with a high concentration of pottery 
fragments. On the southern side, a deposited layer of mixed soil likely used in 
constructing a Pathway surface was recorded. The stratigraphy did not present a 
simple surface or a distinct cultural layer but showed complex deposits resulting 
from both natural and anthropogenic activities. A significant finding was the 
discovery of a gravel layer rich in carnelian-bearing quartz. This layer, located 
approximately 16 inches deep along the northern trench boundary, contained a 
large number of carnelian bead fragments, including unfinished beads, broken 
crafted items, and scattered chips. Additionally, the presence of Smoky Quartz and 
Sherds of Black and Red Ware (BRW) pottery was recorded in the same layer. This 
layer holds considerable potential for revealing previously unknown characteristics 
and functional aspects of the site, thereby offering new insights into the cultural and 
historical values of the pre-Abhayagiri period. 
 

Keywords: Stratigraphic study, Eastern Pond of Abhayagiri Stupa, Archaeological 
excavation, Ancient landscape, Gravel layer 
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fmdf<dkakrefõ wxl 01 Ysj foajd, leKSfuka y`ÿkd.;aa 
m%;sixialrK yd boslsrSï wjê mss<sn| úYaf,aIkd;aul 

wOHhkhla  
 

m%shka; udrisxy iy ta'ta'jhs' iïm;a* 
fmdf,dkakrej jHdmD;sh" uOHu ixialD;sl wruqo, 

priyanthamarasinghe72@gmail.com 

l%s'j' 993 isg jir 77l muK jQ fpda, md,kh iuh yd fmdf<dkakre rdcOdks 
iuh ;=< yskaÿ foajd, 12 la muK bÈfldg we;' ta w;ßka wxl 01 Ysj foajd,h 
iY%Sl;ajh yd fi!Nd.H wfmalaIdfjka ,sx. jkaokh i|yd ks¾udKh lr ;sfí' 
fpda, wjêfha uQ,sl bÈlsÍï wjia:dfõ isg wjika bÈlsÍu wjêh jk mdKavH 
wjêfha Ys,duh foajd, f.dvke.s,a, olajd l%ñl j¾OkSh wjia:d lsysmhl 
.Dy ks¾udK Ys,amhkays iïñY%Khla fuu ks¾udKh ;=<ska ±l.; yelsh' tfia 
u bÈlsÍï wjê yd m%;sixialrK wjê y;rl idOl y÷kdf.k ;sfí' m<uq 
bÈlsÍï wjêh .¾N.Dyh iy uKavmh iys; .kaOl=á yevfha f.dvke.s,a, 
ls' fuh ieneúkau .fvd,ska bÈlrk ,o f.äf.a iïm%odhg wh;a .kaOl=á 
yevfha Ysj foajd,hls' fuu fldgi fodrgqj iys;j È.ska ógr 8'90la yd m<,ska 
ógr 4'45 ls' .¾N.Dyh ógr 2'70 X 2'70l È. m<,ska hqla;h' fojk bÈlsÍï 
wjêfha § uq,a bÈlsÍug bÈßmiska .fvd,ska bÈl< m<uq uKavmh y÷kd.; 
yelsh' tfiau ol=Kq miska uKavmhg msúiSu i|yd Ndú; l< msh.eg fm< 
iys; msúiqï fodrgqjls' ms<siaiQ ueá j<Æ fhdod l< ,s| uKavmfha jï miska 
msysgd we;' fi'ó' 100la È.ska yd fi'ó' 65la m<,ska hq;= mQcdikh fyj;a 
n,smSÀldj uKavmfha bÈßmi ì;a;sfha uOH.;j Bg msg;ska msysgd we;' m<uq 
uKavmhg msg;ska Bg ;rula úYd,jk mßÈ ks¾udKh lrk ,o fojk 
uKavmh" ;=kajk m%Odk bÈlsÍï wjêh fõ' È.ska ógr 7'15la yd m<,ska ógr 
6'0la jQ fuys ì;a;sj, m<, fi'ó'90 ls' m%Odk msúiqu .¾N.Dyfha ol=Kq Èidjg 
uqyqK,d ks¾udKh ù we;' È. m<,ska fi'ó'85la jk n,smSGh fyj;a mQcdikh" 
uKavmfha bÈßmi uOH.;j msysghs' fuu wjêh g wh;a .fvd,ska nÈk ,o 
<so" uKavmfha jï miska fõ' fi'ó 130l muK È. m<,ska hq;a fuh .eUqßka 
óg¾ 7'80 ls' È.ska óg¾ 2'70 la jk wgmÜgï yeve;s Ys,duh Ocia:ïNh o fuu 
wjêhg wh;a jQjls' Ys,duh Ysj foajd,h" isõjk bÈlsÍï wjêh hs' foajd, 
f.dvke.s,a, È.ska ógr 17la yd m<,ska ógr 15la fõ' uq,a wjê ;=kg u wh;a 
bÈlsÍï wdjrKh jk mßÈ wjika wjêhg wh;a Ys,duh f.dvke.s,a, bÈlr 
;sfí' uQ,sl bÈlsÍu jQ Y=oaOia:dk fldgfia .kaOl=á yevh tf,iska u 
mj;ajdf.k hñka Bg msg;ska tys yevh wdrlaIdjk mßÈ isõjk wjêfha 
bÈlsÍï isÿlr we;' 
 

uqLH mo( .kaOl=á" .¾N.Dyh" fmdf<dkakre wjêh" uKavmh" Ysj foajd,h  
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[English Translation]  

An Analytical study of the Reconstruction and Construction 
phases revealed by the excavation of Siva Temple No. 01  

in Polonnaruwa 
 

Priyantha Marasinghe and A.A.Y. Sampath* 
Polonnaruwa Project, Central Cultural Fund 

During the Chola rule and the subsequent Polonnaruwa Kingdom period, spanning 
approximately seventy-seven years from 993 CE, around twelve Hindu temples 
were constructed in Sri Lanka. Among them, Siva Temple No. 01 was dedicated to 
the worship of the linga, symbolizing fertility and prosperity. The temple’s 
architectural evolution demonstrates a synthesis of stylistic elements from 
successive construction phases, reflecting transitions from the early Chola period to 
the final Pandya-style stone temple. Archaeological evidence reveals four distinct 
phases of construction and reconstruction. The first phase consists of a Gandhakuti-
shaped structure comprising a sanctum (garbhagruha) and a mandapa, 
representing an early brick-built Gedige type temple. The entire unit, including the 
entrance, measures approximately 8.90 meters in length and 4.45 meters in width, 
with the sanctum measuring 2.70 by 2.70 meters. During the second phase, a brick-
built front mandapa was added, extending the original structure. An entrance with 
steps was constructed on the right side, while a burnt clay ring well was located to 
the left. A Balipeethika (altar), 100 cm long and 65 cm wide, was placed centrally 
along the outer front wall of the mandapa. The third phase saw the construction of 
a larger pavilion (mandapa), measuring 7.15 by 6.00 meters with 90 cm-thick walls. 
The main entrance faced south of the sanctum. Another Balipeethika, 85 cm square, 
was situated in front of the pavilion. A brick-lined well, 130 cm in diameter and 7.80 
meters deep, was built on the left side, while an octagonal stone flagstaff 
(dhajasthambha), 2.70 meters high, was added during this stage. The fourth and 
final phase represents the construction of the stone temple, measuring 17 by 15 
meters. This phase enclosed the earlier brick structures, ensuring their 
preservation. The sanctum sanctorum from the first phase was retained in its 
original form, while the surrounding stone structure provided stability and 
protection. 
 

Keywords: Mandapa, Polonnaruwa period, Sanctum, Siva temple 
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iuka., merKs fn!oaO ix>drduh wdYs%; leKSïj,ska 
wkdjrKh jQ uDkauh wdodyk jHQyh ms<sn`oj úu¾Ykhla 

 

ã'tia'ta' uqKisxy1*" tia'ta' m%ikak1" ã'à' fukaäia2" wd¾'î' Èidkdhl3"  
tï' lgq.ïfmd<4 

  1mqrdúoHd fomd¾;fïka;=j | 2mqrdúoHd wOHhkdxYh" rcrg úYAjúoHd,h 
3mqrdúoHd mYApd;a Wmdê wdh;kh" le,Ksh úYajúoHd,h 

4mqrdúoHd wOHhkdxYh" le,Ksh úYajúoHd,h 
dsamunas_2019@kln.ac.lk 

wïmdr Èia;s%lalfha Wyk m%dfoaYSh f,alï fldÜGdYhg wh;a iuka., fn!oaO 
wdrdñl kgnqka iys; fYAI lkaols' fuys msysgd we;s f.dve,a,la wdYs%;j 2023 
-2025 j¾Ihka ;=< wïmdr uvl,mqj m%dfoaYSh mqrdúoHd ld¾hd,h u.ska leKSï 
isÿflreKq w;r tys § .¾Nh wNHka;rfhka uDkauh jHqyhl idOl wkdjrKh 
úh' Ys% ,dxflah ia;=m leKSula wdYs%;j fujeks jHqyhla wkdjrKh jq m<uq 
wjia:dj fuh neúka ta iïnkaOj mqrdúoHd;aul úu¾Ykhla lsÍu fuu 
wOHhkfha wruqKhs' wOHhk l%ufõoh uQ,sl jYfhkau leKSï o;a; u; 
mokï jQ w;r fuys oS ;sria leKSï l%ufõoh Ndú;dlrk ,È' p;=ri%dldr 
fõÈldjla u; .fvd,ska bÈl< jD;A;dldr jHqyfha mdoug háka fuu uDkauh 
jHqyh ilid we;s w;r fuys § mQ¾j fM;sydisl hq.fha ueá Tre iqidk ieliQ 
;dmam ì;a;s l%uh Wmfhda.Slrf.k we;s nj fmkShhs' idudkH È. yd m<, 
óg¾ 2'8 jk p;=ri%dldr yevfhka hqla; fuys Wmßu Wi óg¾ 0'77 muK fõ' 
mdoia: fndr`M ;Ügqj lmd ks¾udKhlr we;s fuys újD; újrhla iys;h' fuys 
wNHka;rh fydÈka y,d msßisÿ lr.kakd ,o w`M meye;s ishqï je,sj,ska mqrjd 
we;s wdldrh ksÍlaIKh l< yels w;r tys ia;r ;eïm;a ùï y;rla y÷kd 
.ekSug yelsh' fuu je,s ;eïm;= ifÉ;kslj ;eïm;alrk ,o jHqyd;aul 
ksfËamhla f,iska y÷kd.; yel. tkï N+ñh u;=msg fyda wNHka;rfha úêu;a 
wdldrhlg øjHuh tl,ia.; lsÍuls' fujeks ;;ajhka we;sùug fya;=jkafka 
øjH iïnkaO;djfha úêu;a nj" mqkrdj¾;S iy ksiaiiïNdù rgdjkah' fïjd 
úúO wNspdruh yeisÍïj, muKla ksÍlaIKh l< yelsh' fuu je,s kshÈ 
úoHd;aul m¾fhaIK ioyd fhduql< w;r tys § ksheÈfhka 89'2 m%udKhla je,s 
jQ w;r tajd fldKdldr yevfhka hqla; nj y`ÿkd.kakd ,È' tfiau fuu 
ksfËamh ;=<ska ld,rla; ueá n`ÿka" idudkH r;= ueá n`ÿka" j¾Kdf,ams; r;= 
ueá n`ÿka yd iq`M jYfhka l`M ueá n`ÿka wjfYaI len<s yuqúh' óg wu;rj 
ùÿre mn`M yd f,day weK fldgia yd hfndr idOl o wkdjrKh ù we;' fuu 
uDkauh jHQyfha m;=, oeäj ms<siaiqug ,laj we;s nj ksrSlaIKh jqk w;r ta 
wdYs%;j ,nd.;a w`.=re ksheÈ úoHd;aul ld, ks¾Kh i`oyd fhduql< w;r tys 
§ ls%ia;= mQ¾j ;=kajk ishjig wh;a njg ld,ks¾Khka ,enqKs' fuu uDkauh 
jHqyh Wmfhda.Slr .ksñka lsishï iqúfYaI mqoa.,fhl=f.a wodyk lD;Hhla 
isÿlr miqj tu ia:dkh wkqiaurKh lrñka .fvd,auh iaudrlhla f.dvke.Su 
isÿù we;s nj Wml,amkh l< yels h' fuu iaudrlhg kef.kysr foiska 
wkdjrKh jQ újD; fõosldjla nÿ f.dvke.s,a,la yÿkd.;a w;r tys 
Wmfhda.S;djh o fuu wdodyk lD;Hh yd ne§ we;s njg fmkajdÈh yels h' 

uqLH mo( uDkauh jHqyh" uq,a fM;sydisl" mQ¾j fM;sydisl" wdodyk" Ydfjdampdr  
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[English Translation]  

An Investigation into the clay cremation structure  
uncovered during excavations at the  

Ancient Buddhist Monastery of Samangala  
 

D.S.A. Munasinghe¹*, S.A. Prasanna1, D.T. Mendis2, R.B. Dissanayake3, 
M. Katugampola4 

¹Department of Archaeology 
2Department of Archaeology, University of Rajarata  

3Postgraduate Institute of Archaeology, University of Kelaniya  
4Department of Archaeology, University of Kelaniya 

Samangala, located in the Uhana Divisional Secretariat Division of the Ampara 
District, is a prominent rocky outcrop containing the ruins of an ancient Buddhist 
monastery. Between 2023 and 2025, excavations carried out by the Regional 
Archaeological Office (Ampara–Batticaloa) revealed a terracotta structural feature 
within the core of a mound at the site. This is the first time such a structure has been 
discovered in association with a Sri Lankan stupa excavation. The primary objective 
of this study is to investigate this structure archaeologically. The methodology is 
based mainly on excavation data, employing a horizontal excavation approach. The 
terracotta structure was found beneath a circular brick-built structure constructed 
on a square platform and appears to employ construction techniques similar to 
proto historic clay canoe burials. Measuring approximately 2.8 meters in length and 
width, and 0.77 meters in height, the structure contains a cut-out base and an open 
cavity filled with fine, light-coloured sand. Four stratified layers within the fill were 
identified, indicating intentional deposition. Scientific analysis of these layers 
revealed that 89.2% consisted of angular sand particles. Artifacts such as fragments 
of Black and red ware, red ware, painted ware, glass beads, metal nails, and charcoal 
were recovered. The base of the structure showed signs of intense burning, and 
radiocarbon dating of charcoal samples indicated a date from the 3rd century BCE. 
These findings suggest that the terracotta structure was used for the cremation of a 
significant individual, followed by the construction of a commemorative brick 
monument above it. A nearby open pavilion structure discovered to the east is also 
believed to be connected to this ritual activity. 
 

Keywords: Cremation, Clay Structure, Early historic, Mortuary Practice, Proto 
historic  
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Session V (Room A) 

Theme:  

Tech-Driven Heritage Research and 

Documentation: 3D Modeling, AI, and 

Beyond 

Chair:  

Archt. Jayatissa Herath 

 

 

 

Archt. Jayatissa Herath is a Chartered Architect, Conservation Specialist, and 

Attorney-at-Law with over three decades of professional experience in 

architectural practice and heritage conservation. He obtained his B.Sc. (Built 

Environment) and M.Sc. (Architecture) degrees from the University of 

Moratuwa, Sri Lanka. His distinguished career includes extensive service at the 

Central Cultural Fund, where he held positions as Project Manager, Assistant 

Director, and Director (Conservation). During his tenure, he made significant 

contributions to the preservation and restoration of Sri Lanka’s most renowned 

heritage sites such as Sigiriya, Dambulla, Polonnaruwa, Jetavana, and the post-

blast restoration of the Sri Dalada Maligawa and its precincts in Kandy. Since 

2002, Archt. Herath has been engaged in private practice, leading numerous 

architectural and conservation projects that harmonize modern design with 

historical and cultural integrity. His approach integrates architectural, 

archaeological, and cultural dimensions, ensuring that each intervention 

respects the authenticity of heritage sites. He has also contributed to academic 

and professional discourse through lectures and workshops, including an invited 

presentation in Pakistan on Sri Lanka’s conservation practices. A former 

President of ICOMOS Sri Lanka, he has received advanced international 

training from ICCROM, UNITAR, IHS–The Netherlands, and WHITRAP, 

enriching his global perspective on heritage conservation. 
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A Digital-Twin model for Heritage Conservation:  
High-precision photogrammetric documentation of 

Thuparama image-house, Polonnaruva  
 

Nelson Wijenayake 
Institute of Surveying & Mapping  

nelsonwijenayake@gmail.com 

The Thuparama Image-house in the ancient city of Polonnaruva, Sri Lanka, is one of 
the most significant architectural monuments of the Polonnaruva period (11th–
13th centuries CE). It is the only surviving brick structure from this era that retains 
its original Gedige (dome-shaped brick roof), making it a rare example of medieval 
South Asian construction techniques. Given its architectural and historical value, 
precise documentation is essential for long-term conservation and to facilitate 
research perspectives through Cultural Heritage Information System (CHIS). This 
study presents a high-precision photogrammetric survey and 3D reconstruction of 
the Thuparama Image-house, conducted using a DJI Mavic 3 Enterprise drone 
platform. A major challenge was limited visibility caused by protective GI-pipe 
enclosures surrounding the structure. To address this, a multi-day data acquisition 
strategy was adopted, combining both outdoor and indoor imaging to achieve 
complete coverage. Over five consecutive days, more than 7000 high-resolution 
images were captured under controlled flight paths and camera parameters to 
minimize occlusions and maximize detail. Interior imaging played an equally crucial 
role, as the vaulted roof and internal brickwork contain intricate details critical to 
conservation planning. A unified digital model was created by integrating interior 
and exterior datasets through a high-accuracy photogrammetric workflow. Careful 
scale calibration and ground control point validation produced a 3D model with 
sub-centimeter accuracy. The resulting model allows the extraction of accurate 
ortho-photos, sectional views, and AutoCAD-based architectural drawings. 
Dimensional analysis recorded key structural proportions, while condition 
assessment layers identified zones of deterioration, material loss, and stress. The 
integrated 3D data-set thus serves as a reliable baseline for monitoring structural 
stability, guiding targeted conservation interventions, and supporting heritage 
research directives. Additionally, the model enables the creation of physical replicas 
through 3D printing and immersive visualizations for museum and tourism 
applications. This study demonstrates the value of drone-based photogrammetry 
for documenting complex and fragile heritage structures under constrained 
conditions. The combined interior–exterior modeling approach offers a holistic 
digital record of the Thuparama Image-house and provides a replicable 
methodology for documenting similar monuments across South Asia and beyond, 
strengthening the role of 3D technologies in heritage management. 
 

Keywords: Heritage Conservation, Photogrammetry, Polonnaruva, Thuparama 
Image-house, Sri Lanka, 3D modeling 
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Unveiling Balana Fort: Ground Penetrating Radar Survey of a 
Kandyan Fortification in Sri Lanka 

 

Kasun Wijethunga1, Dilan Ranaweera1* and Chryshane Mendis2 
1Department of Civil and Environmental Technology, University of  

Sri Jayewardenepura | 2Independent Researcher 
kkdcranaweera@sjp.ac.lk 

This study presents the first detailed Ground Penetrating Radar (GPR) survey of 
Balana Fort, a Kandyan-period fortification in the Alagalla Mountain Range near 
Kandy, Sri Lanka. The research aimed to identify and map subsurface archaeological 
features and produce a reliable site plan to assist future research. A Leica DS2000 
GPR system with dual antennas (700 MHz and 250 MHz) was used to detect shallow 
and deep structures. The main survey covered a 35m×25m grid with one-meter 
spacing, complemented by a detailed 10m×5m grid. Elevation data were referenced 
to a TBM at Balana Railway Station, with the highest point at 604.10 m above mean 
sea level. Data processing with Geolitix software employed depth-slicing to analyze 
layers up to 3m deep. The results revealed a complex archaeological stratigraphy. 
The top 0.5m showed uniform soil layers, suggesting surface disturbances. Between 
0.5m and 1.5m, an increase in anomaly density indicated emerging structural 
features. The most significant discoveries occurred at 2.5m–3m depth, where dense, 
high reflectivity anomalies formed geometric patterns typical of fort construction. 
These included linear perimeter features resembling defensive wall foundations 
and systematic internal structures reflecting organized planning. The evidence 
suggests rampart foundations with integrated drainage systems, adapted to the 
region’s rocky terrain and heavy rainfall of over 1,500mm. The 2.5m–3m layer was 
identified as the key archaeological horizon, most likely containing the complete 
layout. The highlighted anomaly clusters, signifying substantial buried remains, 
along with adjacent patterns that may represent courtyards, pathways, or 
subsidiary buildings. The investigation demonstrates the effectiveness of GPR in Sri 
Lankan archaeological contexts, especially at sites where surface preservation is 
poor but subsurface integrity remains high. Beyond Balana Fort, the study offers a 
methodological model for examining similar fortifications across South Asia, 
providing new insights into indigenous defensive architecture, technological 
sophistication, and adaptation to local geography during the Kandyan era. The 
successful mapping of Balana Fort’s buried structures contributes unprecedented 
evidence about its construction techniques, spatial organization, and strategic 
function controlling the Kandy passage during the Kandyan and interactions. 
 

Keywords: Balana Fort, Ground Penetrating Radar, Fortification 
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mqrdúoHd;aul jd¾;dlrKh iy ;SrK .ekSu i|yd kùk 
;dlaI‚l m%fõYh( Y%S ,xldjg we;s wNsfhda. iy wjia:d 

 

chïm;a fiakdkdhl*" w¾cqk ;ka;s,f.a" m%sYdka; .=Kj¾Ok"  
ufkdaÊ ñysrx." lsh¾ iaá%la,kaâ iy n%eâ,s fhdka 

mqrdúoHd mYapd;a Wmdê wdh;kh" le,‚h úYajúoHd,h 

jsenanayake@gmail.com 

mqrdúoHd;aul leŒï" .fõIKh" ixrlaIKh fyda Wreu l<ukdlrK 
ld¾hhka isÿ lrk úg" mqrdúoHd;aul jd¾;dlrKh i|yd jeä ld,h" mqyqKq 
Y%uh yd úYd, uqo,la úhoï lsÍug isÿùu idudkH fohls' f,dalh mqrd" fï 
ixlS¾K;d wvq lsÍu i|yd äðg,a l%ufõo WodyrK f,i PdhdrEmudk úoHdj 
^Photogrammetry&" LiDAR f,ai¾ ialeka lsÍu" N+f.da, f;dr;=re moaO;s ^GIS& 
iy lD;%su nqoaêh Ndú; lrhs' Y%S ,xldfõ o fï ;dlaI‚l úêl%u úáka úg 
úúO mqrdúoHd;aul jHdmD;s ioyd foaYSh yd úfoaYSh úfYaI{hskaf.a 
ueÈy;aùfuka isÿ ù we;' fuu ;dlaI‚l wdfoaYkhka flaj, jHdmD;s jYfhka 
Ndú;ùula isÿ jqj;a tuÕska cd;sl uÜgfï ;dlaI‚l m%;sm;a;s rduqjl 
fldgila f,i fkdj" flaj, W;aidyhka f,i muKla l%shd;aul ù we;' 
j¾;udkfha Y%S ,xld mqrdúoHd flaIa;%h ;=< mqrdjia;= jd¾;d.; lsÍu" 
mqrdúoHd;aul ia:, is;shïlrKh" fi,a,sms äðg,a iam¾Y ,dxPk .ekSu" 
ì;=is;=jï jd¾;d.; lsÍu" iaudrl yd mqrdúoHd;aul leŒï oaúudk yd ;%sudk 
ie,iqï jd¾;dlrKh hk ld¾hhka fufia kùk äðg,a ;dlaI‚l l%u 
Wmfhda.S fldg .ksñka foaYSh úfYaI{hka yd cd;Hka;r lKavdhï hk 
fomd¾Yjh úiska u isÿ lrkq ,nhs' tfy;a" fuu m%.;shka mej;sh o" Y%S ,xldfõ 
mqrdúoHd lafIa;%fha äðg,a mßj¾;kfha ld¾hlaIu;dj yd M,odhS;ajh iSud 
lrñka mj;sk m%Odk iSud ;=kla y÷kd.; yelsh( o;a; m%ldYkh yd kej; 
Ndú;h i|yd cd;sl fõÈldjla fkd;sîu" m%Odk Wreuh iïnkaO wdh;kj, 
^WodyrK f,i uOHu ixialD;sl wruqo," mqrdúoHd fomd¾;fïka;=j iy cd;sl 
fl!;=ld.drh& mqyqKq fiajlhska fyda tfjks wdh;ksl jHQyhla fkdue;slu" 
úYajúoHd,j, mqrdúoHd yd Wreu wOHhk mdGud,dj, úIh ks¾foaYh ioyd 
kj äðg,a l%ufõo l%uj;a f,i tl;= fkdùu' Y%S ,xldj ;=< oekgu;a we;s 
foaYSh oekqu yd WmlrK uÜgu ie,ls,a,g .;a úg"  mqrdúoHd;aul jd¾;dlrK 
lghq;= ioyd äðg,a ;dlaIKh Ndú;h ioyd fhda.H ;;a;ajhl mj;sk nj 
;yjqre ù we;' fuu ;;ajh ;=< th bÈßm;a lrkafka m%dfhda.sl l%shdud¾. ioyd 
úêu;a l%fuõohla" cd;sl o;a; .nvdjla iy m%ldYk m%ñ;Ska" udkj iïm;a 
m%j¾Okh iy úYajúoHd, mdGud,d iu. iu. taldnoaO lsrSug l%shdud¾. .; 
hq;= njhs' fuu.ska Y%S ,dxlsl mqrdúoHd flaIa;%fha m¾fhaIK m%fõYh úys§u" 
úhoï  ld¾hlaIu;djh jeä lsÍu" ixrlaIK m%;sM, Wiia lsÍu iy Y%S ,xldfõ 
mqrdúoHd Wreu l<ukdlrK yelshdj Yla;su;a lsÍu hk wruqKq bgqlr .; 
yelsh' 

uqLH mo( PdhdrEmudk úoHdj" mqrdúoHd;aul jd¾;dlrKh" udkj iïm;a 
j¾Okh" äðg,a ;dlaIKh  
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[English Translation]  

Modern Technologies for Archaeological Recording and 
Decision Making:  

Challenges and Opportunities for Sri Lanka  
 

Jayampath Senanayaka*, Arjuna Thantilage, Prishanta Gunawardhana, 
Manoj Mihiranga, Keir Strickland, Bradly Yon 

Postgraduate Institute of Archaeology, University of Kelaniya 

Archaeological recording, whether conducted during excavation, survey, 
conservation, or heritage management, frequently demands substantial time, effort, 
and financial resources. Worldwide, these challenges are increasingly mitigated 
through digital methods such as photogrammetry, LiDAR, 3D laser scanning, GIS, 
and artificial intelligence. In Sri Lanka, these technologies have seen growing uptake 
in recent years, but adoption has largely been project-based and informal, with 
implementations occurring as isolated initiatives rather than as part of an 
integrated national framework. Current practice includes documentation of 
artefacts, site mapping, inscription digital estampage, mural recording, 2D and 3D 
monument drawing, and 3D recording of archaeological excavation activities 
carried out by both local specialists and international teams. Despite these 
advances, three principal limitations constrain the effectiveness and sustainability 
of digital transformation in the Sri Lankan archaeological sector: (1) the absence of 
a national platform for data publication and reuse; (2) a shortage of trained 
personnel within major heritage institutions (for example, the Central Cultural 
Fund, Department of Archaeology, and National Museum); and (3) the lack of 
systematic integration of new digital applications into university curricula in 
archaeology and heritage studies. This paper argues that, given existing local 
expertise and equipment availability, Sri Lanka is well-positioned to adopt a 
coordinated approach to digital recording. It proposes a practical roadmap 
comprising a national database and publication standards, standardised field 
protocols, targeted capacity building, and curriculum integration that aims to 
enhance cost-effectiveness, improve conservation outcomes, broaden research 
access, and strengthen national capacity for managing and sharing archaeological 
heritage. 
 

Keywords: Archaeological recording, Capacity building, GIS, LiDAR, 
Photogrammetry, Sri Lanka 
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mqrdúoHd;aul leŒï jd¾;dlrKh i|yd PdhdrEmñ;slrK 
l%ufõoh Ndú;h( fiareú, ú,a.ïfjfyr  

leŒï jHdmD;sh weiqfrka 
 

ã'tï' pß; nqoaêl1*" chïm;a fiakdkdhl2" á'ã'iS' mqIaml=udr3"  
whs'wd¾'tka'ví' nKavdr" whs'ã'wd¾'t,a' chka; 
1;%sl=Kdu,h jHdmD;sh" uOHu ixialD;sl wruqo,  

2mqrdúoHd mYapd;a Wmdê wdh;kh" le,‚h úYajúoHd,h  
3iS.sßh jHdmD;sh" uOHu ixialD;sl wruqo, 

dmcharit@gmail.com 

mqrdúoHd;aul leŒïj, § kùk ;dlaI‚l l%ufõo fhdod.ekSu u.ska 
j¾;udkh jk úg .fõIK lghq;= ksrjoH yd ld¾hlaIu njg m;aj we;' 
tuÕska o;a; ksrjoH;dj ;yjqre lrñka ,nd.;a m%;sM, iudchg bÈßm;a lsÍfï 
kj ud¾. újD; ù we;' PdhdrEmñ;slrKh tu kfjda;amdok w;r úfYaI 
ia:dkhls' ;%sudK wdlD;s ks¾udKh lsÍfï yelshdj u.ska jia;= yd ia:dk ms<sn| 
ksrjoH jd¾;dlrKhla imhhs' fuh idïm%odhsl l%uj,g jvd wvq úhoulska 
yd fõ.j;a f,i leŒï jd¾;d lsÍu yd úYaf,aIKh lsÍug bv i,ihs' wkd.; 
m¾fhaIKhkag o PdhdrEmñ;slrK o;a; m%fhdackj;a jk w;r úkdY úh yels 
ixialD;sl Wreu ;%sudKj iq/l=ï lsÍfuka È.=ld,Sk ixrlaIK ie,iqï ilia 
l< yelsh' fuu m¾fhaIKh uÕska uOHu ixialD;sl wruqof,a ;%sl=Kdu, 
jHdmD;sh hgf;a l%shd;aul jQ fiareú, ú,a.ïfjfyr ia;+m u¨fõ leŒïj, § 
PdhdrEmñ;slrK l%ufõoh m%dfhda.slj Ndú; l< w;aoelSï ú.%y lrhs' ia;+m 
u¨fõ bÈlsÍfï jHQyd;aul wx. yd ixj¾Ok wjê y÷kd.ekSu m¾fhaIKfha 
m%Odk wruqK úh' tu.ska l%shd;aul l< leŒï foflka m<uq ld¾;=j 2m × 4m 
m%udKfhka yd fojk ld¾;=j ia;+m mdofï isg u¨fõ m%dldr neïfuka msg; 
olajd 2m m<,lska l%shd;aul úh' leŒï ia:r u;=msáka uõmdIKh olajd 
mshjfrka mshjr PdhdrEm .ksñka ;%sudKj jd¾;d lrk ,È' fuys § Agisoft 
Metashape uDÿldx.h Ndú;d lr Align photos, Bulid point cloud, Bulid model, 
Bulid Texture, Build Tiled Model, hk wÈhr uÕska ;%sudK wdlD;s ks¾udKh 
flßKs' tuÕska ia;+m u¨fõ ixj¾Ok wjia:d ksrjoHj y÷kd.ekSug yelsúh' 
ta ;==<ska 2D ie,iqï ilia lr .ekSu fuka u yrialv ie,iqï ilia lr .ekSu 
hk wjia:d wvq ld,hlska wvq Y%uhlska jvd;a ksrjoH f,i ks¾udKh lsÍug 
yelsùu ;=< fuu ia:dkh yd ne|s fN!;sl yd iudcSh wNsfhda.hka ch.ekSug 
yelsúh' tkï leKSï N+ñh fiareú, wdikakfha msysàu fya;=fjka ksrka;r 
c,hg újD; ùu yd leKSï lghq;= mj;ajdf.k hEfï § wd.ñl ck 
lKavdhïj, úúO ueÈy;aùu wNsfhda.hla úh' ta fya;=fjka idïm%odhsl 
f,aLk.; lsÍu wid¾:l jQ wjia:djkays § PdhdrEmñ;slrKh úl,am l%uhla 
f,i id¾:l úh' tneúka PdhdrEmñ;slrKh u.ska ia;+m u¨fõ j;auka 
;;a;ajh ksrjoHj ;%sudKj igyka l< yelsùu wkd.; m¾fhaIlhskag yd 
ixpdrlhskag úoHd;aul yd oDYHuh f;dr;=re ,nd§fï kj udj;la újD; 
lf<ah' 

uqLH mo( mqrdúoHdj" PdhdrEmñ;slrKh" leKSï jd¾;dlrKh" ;%sudK 
úYaf,aIKh  
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[English Translation]  

Using Photogrammetry for Archaeological Excavation 
Reporting based on the  

Seruwila Wilgamwehera Excavation Project  
 

D.M. Charitha Buddhika1*, Jayampath Senanayake2,  
T. D. C. Pushpakumara3, I.R.N.W. Bandara, I.D.R.L. Jayantha 

1Trincomalee Project Central Cultural Fund 
2Postgraduate Institute of Archaeology, University of Kelaniya 

3Sigiriya Project Central Cultural Fund 

The use of modern technological methods in archaeological excavations has made 
exploration work more accurate and efficient. This has opened up new possibilities 
for ensuring data accuracy and for effectively presenting research findings to 
society. Among these innovations, photogrammetry holds a special place. Its ability 
to create three-dimensional models enables precise documentation and analysis of 
archaeological objects and sites. This approach allows excavations to be recorded 
and reported more quickly and cost-effectively than through traditional methods. 
Photogrammetric data are also valuable for future research and can be used in the 
preparation of long-term conservation plans, as they help preserve perishable 
cultural heritage in digital three-dimensional form. This research presents the 
practical experience of using photogrammetry in the excavations of the Seruwila 
Wilgamwehera Stupa Maluwa, conducted under the Trincomalee Project of the 
Central Cultural Fund. The main objective of the research was to identify the 
structural elements and developmental stages involved in the construction of the 
Stupa Maluwa. Two excavation units were carried out: the first measured 2 meters 
in width and 4 meters in length, while the second extended 2 meters in width from 
the base of the stupa to the outer wall of the Maluwa. The excavation process was 
meticulously recorded step by step by photographing each stratigraphic layer down 
to the natural (mother) layer. Using 3D modelling software, three-dimensional 
models were then generated for each stage of the excavation. Ultimately, the 
capability of this method to accurately map the current state of the stupa in three 
dimensions has opened up a new avenue for providing both scientific and visual 
information to future researchers and visitors. 
 

Keywords: Archaeology, Photogrammetry, Excavation Reporting, 3D Analysis 
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Technological Frontiers for Lankan Numismatics  
 

Kavan Ratnatunge 
kavanr@gmail.com 

The study of ancient coins has long been central to reconstructing the economic 
history of early civilizations. Recent advances in non-destructive analytical 
technologies, particularly X-ray fluorescence (XRF) spectroscopy, have opened new 
frontiers for numismatic research by enabling precise metallurgical analysis of 
coinage without damaging these rare artifacts. This paper explores the application 
of XRF to ancient Lankan coinage, focusing on how elemental impurities preserved 
within these coins serve as metallurgical “fingerprints” of their origin, and how such 
data illuminates both sources of raw material and historical minting practices. 
Because the metal used in early coinage was largely unrefined, the impurities 
embedded within alloys provide a direct clue to their geological provenance. 
Comparable research has successfully traced copper in bronze statues to specific 
mines in Seruwila, raising the critical question: Did ancient Lanka possess 
indigenous sources of gold and silver, or were these metals imported through 
regional trade networks? Analyses of medieval gold kahavanu coins reveal trace 
levels of mercury, likely derived from amalgamation, the ancient process of 
dissolving gold in mercury before evaporation. This finding provides insight into 
the technological sophistication of Lankan metallurgists and establishes a potential 
marker for detecting modern forgeries, since replicas often lack such characteristic 
impurities. Similarly, comparative studies of punch-marked coins show an 
intriguing chronological pattern: earlier series contain higher levels of impurities 
than later issues, suggesting progressive refinement of metallurgical techniques. 
This offers tangible evidence of technological innovation in minting practices, 
complementing stylistic and typological studies. Beyond metallurgy, this research 
also considers how emerging technologies, particularly artificial intelligence, are 
reshaping numismatics. Early experiments with ChatGPT-5 have demonstrated its 
capacity to reconstruct and visualize worn or corroded images on ancient lead 
coins, enhancing the legibility of faint reliefs. In the future, AI-driven pattern 
recognition may assist in cataloging the multitude of small symbols on punch-
marked coins. In a related initiative, ChatGPT-5 has also been tested as a tool to 
locate numismatic references in historical sources such as the Dutch Ceylon 
Plakkaart collections, pointing to its potential role in mining archival texts for 
overlooked data. This paper argues that the integration of XRF spectroscopy and AI-
based methods represents a new technological frontier for numismatics. By 
combining elemental analysis with computational reconstruction and text mining, 
scholars can address longstanding questions on metal sourcing, minting 
technologies, authenticity, and symbolic complexity. Ultimately, the case of ancient 
Lankan coinage illustrates how scientific and computational approaches can 
revitalize numismatics, transforming our understanding of economies, artisanal 
knowledge, and cultural exchange in the ancient world. 
 

Keywords: AI in Numismatics, Ancient Lankan Coinage, Metallurgical Analysis, XRF 
Spectroscopy   
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Session V (Room B) 

Theme:  

Hidden Histories, Living Legacies: 

Rediscovering Marginalized Heritage 

Chair:  

Ms. Bindu Urugodawatte 

 

 

 

 

Ms. Bindu Urugodawatte is an archaeologist and cultural heritage specialist 

with extensive experience in the study and preservation of Asian heritage, 

particularly Buddhist traditions. She obtained her Bachelor of Arts in 

Archaeology from Peking University, China, a Postgraduate Diploma in Urban 

Revitalization and Heritage Management from the Institute of Housing and 

Urban Development Studies (IHS), Rotterdam, Netherlands, and a Master of 

Arts in Regional Studies, East Asia from Harvard University, USA. 

Professionally, Ms. Urugodawatte has contributed significantly to both tangible 

and intangible heritage conservation. Her expertise spans diverse fields 

including museology, archaeological and cultural impact assessments, 

sustainable development, and disaster management related to heritage sites. She 

also serves as a consultant on culture and archaeology, lecturer on Buddhist art 

and archaeology, and an editor, evaluator, and assessor for heritage-related 

initiatives. Currently, she serves as the Director of the Silk Road Institute in Sri 

Lanka, promoting intercultural understanding and research on Asia’s shared 

heritage. Previously, she held key positions as Deputy Director of Research and 

Deputy Director of Programmes at the SAARC Cultural Centre, where she 

coordinated regional heritage and cultural projects, advancing the study and 

protection of South Asia’s rich cultural legacy. 
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The Newly Discovered Petikade:  
A Time Capsule of 17th –18th  Century Life 

 

Chamikara Pilapitiya 
ICOFORT/ ICOMOS Sri Lanka 

historypila@gmail.com 

The discovery of a historically significant Petikada at the Hapugammana Raja Maha 
Pathini Devale in Yatiyantota, Kegalle District, adds a vital chapter to Sri Lanka’s 
heritage. The Devale, believed to be founded in 1426 C.E., is linked to King 
Seethawaka Rajasinghe (1581–1593 C.E.), who, according to oral tradition, 
presented the Petikada as a war trophy. It embodies political, military, and religious 
narratives while highlighting the importance of preserving neglected cultural 
artefacts.  This Petikada, a cotton cloth painting, about 6 by 9 feet, survives in fair 
condition despite the borders being damaged. Preserved for centuries by local 
custodians, it reflects the role of communities in heritage care. Its imagery is 
layered: the outer border shows palanquins, horsemen, and soldiers; the inner strip 
depicts ships, fish, and swimmers, suggesting maritime trade; and the central panel 
portrays fortified bastions, cannons, and soldiers with scenes of cooking, feasting, 
and daily life. These registers collectively narrate socio-political and cultural 
environments in Sri Lanka, Goa, or Kerala during the 17th–18th centuries. The 
research objectives are to document and interpret the Petikada as a cultural artefact 
of national significance. Then situate it within broader histories of Sri Lanka, Goa, 
and Kerala, with focus on firearms, fortifications, and maritime culture. Finally, 
propose conservation strategies balancing institutional preservation and 
community custodianship. The research methodology includes fieldwork and 
qualitative approaches, including photographic documentation, descriptive 
analysis, oral testimonies, and comparisons with artefacts in the Sri Lanka National 
Museum. Consultations with experts from Sri Lanka, India, and Portugal, and 
discussions with the Department of National Museums informed conservation 
proposals. The Petikada is a rare visual time capsule bridging religious, military, and 
social histories. Community custodianship ensured its survival, but its fragile cotton 
base requires urgent conservation. The study recommends transferring it to the 
Department of National Museums with certified digital copies and acknowledging 
local custodianship. Its preservation will secure its role as both a historical record 
and cultural resource. 
 

Keywords: Community custodianship, Hapugammana, Heritage conservation, King 
Seethawaka Rajasinghe, Military history, Petikada, Raja Maha Pathini 
Devale 
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,yq;ifapd; Etnuypah khtl;lj;jpy; ,d;W kw;Wk; ehis 
kiyafj;jpd; ghuk;gupak 

 

rutzd; yf;\ud; 
nka;apay; Jiw> aho;g;ghzg; gy;fiyf;fofk; 

lakshaaransarawanan@gmail.com 

,yq;if> cyfr; Rw;Wyh ehLfspy; Kf;fpa ,lj;ijg; ngWk; epiyapy;> mjd; 
gz;ghl;Lf; fiy> kuG mk;rq;fis Kd;dpWj;j Ntz;baJ mtrpakhfpwJ. 
,yq;ifapd; ,aw;if moFld; ,ize;j kf;fspd; tho;tpy; fhzg;gLk; 
eilKiwfs;> rk;gpujhaq;fs; cs;spl;l kugpay; tsk; jdpj;JtkhdJ. ,jpy;> 
jiyKiw jiyKiwahff; flj;jg;gl;L tUk; kiyaf kf;fspd; kuGfSk; 
mlq;Fk;. ,it rlq;Ffs;> ehl;lhu; ghly; tbtq;fs;> iftpid cgfuzq;fs;> 
rpw;gk;> fl;blf;fiy> fpuhkpa tpisahl;Lfs;> ehl;Lg;Gwf; fijfs;> czTg; 
gof;ftof;fq;fs; Nghd;w r%fg; gz;ghLfisf; Fwpf;fpd;wd. ,tw;iwg; 
ghJfhg;gjw;Fk;> vjpu;fhyr; re;jjpfSf;Ff; flj;Jtjw;Fk; ,d;W tiu 
tha;nkhopg; gupkhw;wNk Jizahfg; Gupe;Js;sJ.kiyaf kf;fs; ,UE}W tUl 
fhy tho;tpaiyf; nfhz;bUe;jhYk;> mtu;fspd; epy cupik> fhzp mz;ba 
njhopw;rhiy tjptplf; fl;likg;G Nghd;w gpur;rpidfshy; kuG top 
cupikfSk; gytPdg;gLj;jg;gl;Ls;sd. ,yq;ifapd; murhq;ff; fl;likg;gpy; 
cs;s njhy;ypay;> ,e;J fyhrhu> ngUe;Njhl;l cl;fl;likg;G kw;Wk; 
Rw;Wyhj;Jiw Nghd;w jpizf;fsq;fs; kiyafg; ghuk;gupa kuGfis 
Mtzg;gLj;jNth> kf;fs; ikag;gLj;jNth Kaw;rpf;ftpy;iy. ,t;thwhd 
rpf;fiyf; fUj;jpy; nfhz;L> kiyaf kf;fspd; ghuk;gupa kuGupikfisg; 
NgRjy; kw;Wk; eilKiwr; rpf;fy;fis milahsk; fhz;gij Nehf;fkhff; 
nfhz;Nl ,t;tha;T Nkw;nfhs;sg;gl;lJ. Ma;Tf;fhd juT Nrfupg;G Kiwfshf 
Neu;fhzy; kw;Wk; mtjhdpg;G Kiwfs; gad;gLj;jg;gl;Ls;sd. Ma;T ,lkhf 
Etnuypah khtl;lk; Nju;e;njLf;fg;gl;lJ. Xu; ,dj;jpd; milahsk; nrhe;j 
epyk;> nkhop> fyhrhuk; rhu;e;jNj Kf;fpaj;Jtk; ngWtij ,t;tha;T mOj;jpr; 
nrhy;fpwJ. mj;Jld;> kiyaf kf;fspd; kuGupikfisg; ghJfhf;f mtrpakhd 
cjtpfs; toq;fg;gl Ntz;Lk; vd;gijAk; ,t;tha;T typAWj;JfpwJ. 

jpwTr;nrhw;fs: njd;kuhl;rp> kuGupikfs;> rlq;F rk;gpujhaq;fs;> 
tho;tpaw;Nfhyq;fs;> topghLfs  
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[English Translation]  

The Heritage of the Malayagam today and in the future in  
Nuwara-Eliya District, Sri Lanka  

 

Sarawanan Laksharan 
Department of Philosophy, University of Jaffna 

lakshaaransarawanan@gmail.com 

In the many aspects of the motherland that have been preserved through 
generations, heritage has a special place. Its importance is currently being felt in all 
countries of the world. The heritage of culturally advanced countries like China and 
India greatly enriches its economy, industry and art sectors. With Sri Lanka ranked 
first in the list of major countries in the world's tourism industry, the need to further 
advance its cultural, art and traditional aspects is imperative. In that regard, tea, 
coconut rubber, etc., which are included in the plantation structure, are important 
in the industrial structure that earns foreign exchange. In Sri Lanka, the heritage 
that includes practices and rituals is unique in the lives of the people, combined with 
natural aesthetics and artistic traditions. In this, the traditions of the hill people 
refer to the social cultures such as cultural artefacts, folk forms, industrial 
equipment, sculpture, architectural art features, rural games, folk tales, food habits, 
etc. that have been passed down from generation to generation. Oral transmission 
has helped to preserve these and pass them on to future generations. They are 
passed down from grandmother & grandfather and from father & mother to son & 
daughter. Although the hill people have had a stable lifestyle for 200 years, their 
land tenure arrangements, land status, factory residency system (lion settlements) 
of the lower-class people, and their hereditary rights are being eroded. In the Sri 
Lankan government structure, the Department of Archaeology, the Department of 
Hindu Cultural Affairs, the Department of Plantation and Rural Development and 
the Tourism Department have not made any effort to document the hill traditions 
or to record and collect historical events and make them accessible to the people. 
Many such political, religious, and ethno-linguistic factors further strengthen the 
trend of disunity. During the period of foreign invasion, places that reflect aspects 
of their lives, conquered places, cultivated plants, and practices, etc., also gain 
importance. The failure to recognize these valuable traditional aspects by 
appropriate protection agencies, government and private institutions is a major 
shortcoming. Considering such a problem, this study has been conducted with the 
aim of preserving the traditional heritage of the hill people and identifying practical 
problems. Interview and observation methods have been used as data collection 
methods for the study. This study highlights that the identity of an ethnic group is 
based on its own land, language, and culture. 
 

Keywords: Hill tribes, Aesthetic art, Development, Traditional heritage, Plantation 
Encroachment  
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wúiaidfõ,a,-háhkaf;dg mgq ÿïßh ud¾.fha N+ o¾Ykh iy  
ta wdY%s; mqrdúoHd;aul Wreuh ms<sn`o wOHhkhla 

 

B'ã'tÉ' iur;=x. 
uykqjr jHdmD;sh" uOHu ixialD;sl wruqo, 

edh.samarathunga@gmail.com 

mqrdúoHd;aul wOHhkhkays oS ÿïßh ud¾. bosùu yd tys we;s jdia;= úoHd;aul 
,laIK iïnkaO wOHhkhka N+ o¾Yk mqrdúoHdj (Landscape Archaeology) 
hgf;a idlÉPd lrhs' tys oS ÿïßh ud¾. wdY%s;j boslrk ,o ÿïßh ia:dk" ks, 
ksjdi" nvq .nvd wdoS jdia;=úoHd;aul wx. idlÉPdjg n`ÿka flf¾' N+ o¾Yk 
mqrdúoHd;aul yd jdia;= úoHd;aul ,laIK wOHhkh i`oyd le,Ksje,s ÿïßh 
ud¾.fha tla woshrla jk wúiaidfõ,a, - háhkaf;dg mgq ÿïßh ud¾.h weiqre 
lr.; yels h' Y%S ,xldfõ mej;s w¾: l%ufha meyeos,su fjki we;s l< 
ì%;dkHfhda t;=<ska furgg oshqKq m%jdyk l%uhl îc jemsÍug lghq;= l<y' 
w¾: l%uhg wu;rj hqOuh" wdrlaIl" foaYmd,ksl" mßmd,k iy iqNidOkh o 
m%jdyk l%ufha oshqKqjg n,mEfõ h' fuu m¾fhaIKfha m%Odk m¾fhaIK 
wruqK wúiaidfõ,a, - háhkaf;dg ÿïßh ud¾.fha N+ o¾Yk mqrdúoHd;aul 
jákdlu y`ÿkd.ekSuhs' ÿïßh ud¾.h bosùu yryd ;odY%s; m%foaYfha we;s jQ 
wd¾Ól rgdfõ úm¾hdihka y`ÿkd.ekSu" ÿïßh ud¾.h wdY%s;j pxp, yd ksIap, 
mqrdjia;= jd¾;dlrKh iy ixrlaIK fhdackdj,s bosßm;a lsÍu fiiq wruqKq 
fõ' lafIa;% fkdjk wOHhkh hgf;a ,sÅ; uQ,dY%hhka wOHhkh lsÍug fhdacs; 
w;r m%d:ñl uQ,dY%h yd oaú;Sl uQ,dY%h flfrys o wjOdkh fhduqlsÍug 
wfmalaIs;h' lafIa;% wOHhkfha oS iïuqL idlÉPd l%uh Ndú;fhka o;a; yd 
f;dr;=re taldrdYS lr .ekSug wfmalaIs;h' tfuka u o;a; yd f;dr;=re 
w¾:l:kh yd úYaf,aIKh lsÍug m%udKd;aul yd .=Kd;aul l%ufõo Ndú;hg 
.ekSu;a" bosßm;a lsÍug fï wdY%s;j mj;sk igyka" is;shï" ie,iqï" PdhdrEm" 
j.= yd m%ia;dr fhdod.kq ,efí' wúiaidfõ,a, - háhkaf;dg mgq ÿïrsh ud¾.h 
wdY%s;j f¾,a fndalal= úYd, m%udKhla" ÿïrsh ia:dk ;%s;ajhla" ks, ksjdi 
oaú;ajhla" nvq .nvdjla iy ÿïßh md,ï oaú;ajhla fõ' f¾,a fndalal= ilia 
lrk ,o l¿.,a l=Üáj,ska ksujd we;' f;;a l,dmSh mßir moaO;shla 
fya;=fjka fujeks f¾,a fndalal= úYd, m%udKhla fhdod .kakg we;ehs is;sh 
yels h' ÿïßh ud¾.h wdY%s;j bosfldg we;s f¾,a fndalal=" ÿïßh md,ï" ÿïßh 
ia:dk" ks, ksjdi" nvq .nvd wdosh wOHhkh lsÍfuka fuh mgq ÿïßh ud¾.hla 
f,i ia:dmkh ù we;s nj;a" jeú,s fnda. myiqfjka m%jdykh i`oyd m%uqL;ajhla 
,ndfoñka ksujd we;' ì%;dkH jdia;=úoHd;aul ,laIK ÿïßh ud¾.h" ÿïßh 
ia:dk" ks, ksjdi" nvq .nvd wdosfhka úoHudk fõ' 

uqLH mo( jdia;= úoHdj" ÿïßh ia:dk" f¾,a fndalal=" le,Ksje,s ÿïßh ud¾.h" 
ks, ksjdi  
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[English Translation]  

A Study on the landscape and associated  
Archaeological heritage of the Avissawella - Yatiyanthota  

Narrow-gauge Railway Line  
 

E.D.H. Samrathunga 
Ratnapura Site, Kandy Project, Central Cultural Fund 

The present study focuses on the field of landscape archaeology, which investigates 
the interaction between humans and their environment. Landscape archaeology 
encompasses the analysis of heritage landscapes, including the spatial organization, 
architectural elements, and cultural features that have developed over time. It 
examines both tangible remains, such as structures and settlements, and intangible 
cultural aspects that contribute to the historical character of landscapes. This 
research emphasizes the integration of multiple data sources, including 
archaeological evidence, historical documentation, and field surveys, to 
comprehensively understand the formation, use, and transformation of landscapes. 
Methodological approaches for documenting, conserving, and interpreting these 
heritage landscapes are discussed, highlighting the importance of preserving both 
physical and cultural values. Furthermore, the study explores theoretical 
frameworks in landscape archaeology, focusing on the ways in which land use 
patterns, settlement organization, and human activities shape cultural and natural 
landscapes. Through the integration of diverse analytical perspectives, this study 
highlights how interdisciplinary methodologies enhance the comprehension of 
heritage landscapes, while simultaneously supporting informed strategies for the 
conservation and sustainable management of archaeological sites. Ultimately, this 
study underscores the significance of landscape archaeology in interpreting the 
historical, cultural, and social dynamics of human-environment interactions, 
providing essential insights into heritage conservation and the understanding of 
past human activities. 
 

Keywords: Architecture, Kelani Valley Railway, Official Residences, Rail Culverts, 
Railway Stations 
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The Forgotten Measure: The Miti Riyana as a Four-inch Unit 
in Buddhist Canonical Tradition 

 

K.L. Fernando 
drklfernando@gmail.com 

This study revisits a forgotten unit of measurement—the Miti Riyana (“Hand”)—a 
four-inch standard embedded in Buddhist canonical and commentarial traditions 
but later obscured by scholastic reinterpretation. Post-canonical sources such as 
the Abhidhanappadipika codified twelve angulas (finger-widths) as one vidatthi (≈ 
9 inches) and two vidatthis as one riyana or haththa (≈ 18 inches). This inflated 
“wadu riyana” was uncritically applied to all textual references by British colonial 
historians who, lacking sensitivity to Buddhist cultural contexts, imposed 
implausible dimensions upon Buddhist texts. As Rhys Davids observed, the units 
codified in the Abhidhanappadipika were largely imaginary and never in practical 
use, yet their acceptance introduced distorted dimensions into Buddhist literature, 
thereby obscuring the practical measurement realities reflected in the earliest 
Theravada traditions. By contrast, textual and contextual evidence consistently 
indicates the Miti Riyana—the four-inch hand span—as the authentic standard. 
Canonical and Sinhala sources confirm this. The Madhuratthavilasini records the 
Buddha’s height as eighteen riyanas; interpreted with the 18- inch unit, this yields 
an impossible 27 feet, whereas the four-inch standard produces a credible six feet. 
The Mahāvamsa and the Sinhala Bodhivamsa describe the golden bowl that carried 
the Bodhi branch as nine riyanas in circumference, five in height, and three in 
diameter. Under the inflated scale, the vessel becomes implausibly massive; 
recalculated with the four-inch measure, it emerges as 36 inches around, 20 inches 
high, and 12 inches wide—precisely suited for ritual use. Similarly, the Dāthāvamsa 
describes a sandalwood pyre of twenty-one riyanas; the inflated system gives 31.5 
feet, whereas the four-inch measure yields a realistic seven-foot structure. These 
consistent recalibrations demonstrate that the Miti Riyana was a genuine unit 
employed in Buddhist texts. Its recognition challenges long-standing interpretive 
traditions that exaggerated descriptions and highlights how later scholastic 
codifications obscured earlier practical realities. Restoring the Miti Riyana as a four-
inch standard corrects interpretive distortions and advances methodological clarity 
in Buddhist studies, historical geography, and archaeology, illuminating how 
metrology enriches our understanding of early Buddhist cultural and ritual practice. 
 
 

Keywords: Abhidhanappadipika, Angula, Buddhist canonical texts, Miti Riyana, 
Vidatthi 

  

mailto:drklfernando@gmail.com


 
Beyond Dr. Roland Silva: Charting New Frontiers in Sri Lanka’s Cultural Heritage

 25th & 26th October 2025, Sri Lanka Foundation, Colombo 07, Sri Lanka 

 
 Central Cultural Fund & ICOMOS Sri Lanka 

101 
 

Reclaiming Neglected Spaces:  
A Democratic Reading of Galle’s Urban Heritage 

 

Chameli Wijeweera* and J. I. Dharmasena 

Department of Architecture, University of Moratuwa 
chameliwijcfps@gmail.com 

Galle Fort, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, is renowned for its preserved ramparts, 
streets, and colonial architecture. Yet, the upper parts of Galle and peripheral zones 
beyond the Fort remain neglected, poorly planned, and underutilized. These spatial 
disparities restrict inclusive participation and shape unequal urban experiences, 
reflecting wider socio-spatial inequalities intensified by development and 
gentrification. Drawing on Lefebvre’s Production of Space, this study interprets 
Galle as a layered urban landscape where physical form, social practice, and 
symbolic meaning intersect, producing both visible and hidden spatial narratives. 
The study compares the Fort’s preserved heritage with the upper residential and 
peripheral areas of Galle to examine how spatial hierarchies and gentrification 
influence everyday life and social interaction. It further proposes strategies for 
inclusive heritage and urban management that promote equitable engagement for 
women, men, and marginalized communities. Methodologically, the research 
integrates archival analysis of Galle’s colonial and post-colonial development with 
photographic surveys and observational studies covering the Fort, upper quarters, 
back lanes, and commercial strips. This approach maps tangible features, 
architecture, streets, and public spaces, alongside intangible dimensions such as 
memory, cultural practices, and social networks embedded in overlooked areas. 
Findings indicate that while the Fort receives preservation funding and tourism 
attention, upper residential areas, alleys, and peripheral markets, many of historical 
and cultural value, remain neglected, resulting in under-use and social exclusion. 
Nonetheless, diverse users informally activate these spaces through everyday 
practices that sustain local culture but remain invisible in formal heritage 
narratives. Applying Lefebvre’s triad of perceived, conceived, and lived space 
reveals how design, policy, and daily practice intertwine, offering opportunities to 
reclaim neglected areas and democratise access. The study concludes that 
conservation must extend beyond Galle Fort’s iconic core to include its overlooked 
zones, recognizing hidden practices and social dimensions to foster a more 
democratic, inclusive, and culturally continuous urban landscape. 
 

Keywords: Galle, Gentrification, Neglected spaces, Spatial democracy, Urban 
heritage,   
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Prof. Janaka Wijesundara is a distinguished academic and professional in the 

field of architecture and urban design, currently serving as a Professor of 

Architecture at the University of Moratuwa, Sri Lanka. He is the Founding 

Director of both the Master of Urban Design program and the UoM Urban 

Research Lab – Centre for Cities, initiatives that have significantly advanced 

urban design education and research in the country. With over 35 years of 

experience in academia, research, and professional practice, Prof. Wijesundara 

holds a PhD in Urban Renewal from RWTH Aachen University, Germany, and 

postgraduate qualifications in Architecture and Architectural Conservation 

from the University of Moratuwa. His international professional experience 

includes serving as an Urban Designer for the City of Toronto and as Senior 

Planner/Urban Designer for the Town of Clarington in Canada. A Fellow of the 

Sri Lanka Institute of Architects, Full Member of the Canadian Institute of 

Planners, and Corporate Member of the Town Planners Institute of Sri Lanka, 

he has received numerous national and international recognitions for his 

contributions. Prof. Wijesundara is also the Founding President of the Sri Lanka 

Institute of Urban Designers and the Chair of the International Conference on 

Cities, People & Places (ICCPP), which he established in 2013. 

  



 
Beyond Dr. Roland Silva: Charting New Frontiers in Sri Lanka’s Cultural Heritage

 25th & 26th October 2025, Sri Lanka Foundation, Colombo 07, Sri Lanka 

 
 Central Cultural Fund & ICOMOS Sri Lanka 

104 
 

wkqrdOmqr m¾hka; m%foaYfha msysá mqrdúoHd iaudrl  
ixrCIKh lr bÈßm;a lsÍu yd l<ukdlrKh  

 

YHdu,S .=Kr;ak 
m¾fhaIK" ridhkd.dr iy fl!;=ld.dr wxYh" uOHu ixialD;sl wruqo, 

renukasyamaligunarathne@gmail.com 

ft;sydislj iqúfYaIS jákdlula ysñ wkqrdOmqr m¾hka; m%foaYfha msysgd we;s 
fjiai.sßh" mkal=,sh" ngysr wdrduh iy .,amd,u hk Wreu ia:dk mokï 
lrf.k ixrlaIKh" bÈßm;a lsÍu iy l<ukdlrKh i|yd fhdackdjla iys; 
Wreu l<ukdlrK ie,eiaula ilia lsÍu fuu m¾fhaIKfha wruqKhs' fuys§ 
fuu Wreu lafIa;%j, mqrdúoHd;aul jákdlï úYaf,aIKh" n,mEï ksÍlaIKh 
iy SWOT úYaf,aIKhla u.ska Yla;Ska" ÿ¾j,;d" wjia:d iy ;¾ck o isÿlrK 
,§' fufia y÷kd.;a ÿ¾j,;d iy ;¾ck" m%Odk l<ukdlrK fhdackdfõ§" 
wduka;%Kh lrk ,o w;r" ie,iqï ixj¾Okh lsÍu i|yd SMART úYaf,aIKhla 
fhdok ,§' tys§ mj;sk ÿ¾j,;d iy ;¾ck iduQyslj fmdÿ .eg¿ f,i i,ld 
.eg¿ úYaf,aIKhla isÿ lr we;' fï ioyd m%d:ñl iy oaú;Shsl uQ,dY% mokï 
lr.kakd ,o w;r lafIa;% m¾fhaIK o isÿ lrk ,§' ta wkqj" Wreu 
l<ukdlrK ie,eiaula ;=<" m%Odk wx. w;rg hï k.rhl fyda ia:dkhl 
iam¾YH iy wiamDYH Wreuhka ksis f,i wdrlaId lsÍu" m%;sixialrKh lsÍu" 
bÈßm;a lsÍu iy kv;a;= lsÍu i|yd l%udkql+, l%shdj,shla ia:dms; lsÍu 
we;=<;a fõ' l<ukdlrK ie,eiafï ixl,amSh moku¦ l%shdldÍ ie,eiau iy 
wëlaIKh" jd¾;d lsÍu iy we.hSu hk wxY flfrys m¾fhaIKh wjOdkh 
fhduq lf<ah' mq¾jfhys isÿfldg we;s m¾fhaIK wkqj SWOT úYaf,aIKh yryd" 
mqrdK wkqrdOmqr k.rfha m¾hka; m%foaYj, mj;sk fndfyda Yla;Ska 
y÷kdf.k we;s w;r" fuu wOHhkh tu Yla;Ska ;jÿrg;a ixj¾Okh lsÍug 
fhdackd lrhs' m¾hka; m%foaYfha m%Odk .eg¿ oy;=kla y÷kdf.k we;s w;r" 
fuu .eg¿ úi£ug iy wfmalaIs; wruqKq idlaId;a lr .ekSug fhdackd' 
fláld,Sk wjYH;d yd wruqKq iy È.=ld,Sk wruqKq' hkqfjka fhdað; 
l<ukdlrK ie,eiafï wruqKq m%Odk jYfhka ixrpl folla hgf;a bÈßm;a 
flf¾' f;dard.;a ia:dk y;r i|yd ixrlaIK ie,eiau" bÈßm;a lsÍfï 
ie,eiau" ixpdrl m%j¾Ok ie,eiau" kv;a;= ie,eiau iy udkj iïm;a 
l<ukdlrK ie,eiau hkqfjka fhdað; ie,iqï fuu wOHhkh u.ska 
y÷kdf.k ilia fldg we;' fuu ie,iqï w;=ßka iqúfYaIS fhdackd w;r 
iaudrl ixrlaIKh i|yd ;jÿrg;a mqrdúoHd;aul m¾fhaIK isÿ l< hq;= ia:dk 
y÷kd .ekSu" mqrdúoHd;aul ia:dk bÈßm;a lsÍu" iaudrl ia:dk wdf,dallrKh" 
ixpdrl ud¾f.damfoaYkh yd  ixpdrl fiajd iemhSu iy mqrdK c, úoHd;aul 
Wreu fl!;=ld.drhla msysgqùu i|yd fhdackd bÈßm;a lrk ,§' 

 

uqLH mo( wkqrdOmqr m¾hka; m%foaYh" Wreu l<ukdlrK ie,eiau" SWOT 
úYaf,aIKh 
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[English Translation]  

Conservation, Preservation, and Management of Archaeological 
Monuments located in Anuradhapura City Peripheral Area  

 

Shayamali Gunarathne 
Research, Laboratory and Museum Division, Central Cultural Fund 

This research was based on four sites in the Anuradhapura periphery area: 
Vessagiriya, Pankuliya, Western Monastery and Galpalama, which hold significant 
heritage value and are approaching a state of deterioration, despite their 
attractiveness. This research aims to prepare a heritage management plan with a 
proposal for the conservation, presentation, and management of the selected 
archaeological sites. It analyzes the various archaeological values associated with 
the selected sites, observes the threats affecting them, and identifies both strengths 
and opportunities within the peripheral area using a SWOT analysis. Furthermore, 
the weaknesses and threats present at the site have been collectively considered as 
general issues, and a problem analysis has been conducted. Thereafter, in the main 
management proposal, these problematic conditions were addressed, and a SMART 
analysis was applied to develop plans.  Both primary and secondary sources were 
used, and field research was also conducted. The values of the selected 
archaeological sites were identified, as well as the factors causing damage to the 
monuments and land. Subsequently, a priority list was created and through several 
processes, a management plan necessary for the conservation and presentation of 
these sites was developed. Accordingly, within a heritage management plan, the key 
aspects involve establishing a systematic process for the proper protection, 
restoration, presentation, and maintenance of both tangible and intangible heritage 
in a particular city or location. The research focused on the conceptual foundation 
of the Management Plan; The Action Plan, and Monitoring, reporting and evaluation 
aspects. At the same time, studying and gaining a proper understanding of how 
heritage management processes were carried out in the past was also important. 
Through the SWOT analysis, many existing strengths in the peripheral areas of the 
ancient city of Anuradhapura were identified, and this study proposes further 
developing those strengths. Thirteen major issues in the peripheral area were 
identified, and proposals to resolve these issues and achieve the desired objectives. 
The proposed management plan's objectives are mainly presented under two key 
components: short-term needs & objectives and long-term objectives. The SMART 
analysis method was also used. The application of that theory to the research 
activities was carried out as follows.  The proposed plans are presented for the four 
selected sites as: Proposed conservation plan, Proposed presentation plan, 
Proposed tourism promotion plan, Proposed Maintenance plan and Proposed 
Human Resource management plan.  It proposed a prioritized list of monuments 
proposed for conservation, identification of locations where further archaeological 
research should be conducted, proposals for the presentation of archaeological 
sites, monuments site illumination, provision of guided tour services for visitors, 
and the establishment of an ancient hydraulic heritage museum. 
 

Keywords: Analysis, Field Research, Management, Objective, Proposals  



 
Beyond Dr. Roland Silva: Charting New Frontiers in Sri Lanka’s Cultural Heritage

 25th & 26th October 2025, Sri Lanka Foundation, Colombo 07, Sri Lanka 

 
 Central Cultural Fund & ICOMOS Sri Lanka 

106 
 

lgqjkakdj wdik>rh weiqfrka iaudrl y`ÿkd.ekSu yd 
ixrlaIKh ms<sn`oj kej; lshùula  

 

fla'ta' ics;a kqjka jkisxy 
jhU jHdmD;sh" uOHu ixialD;sl wruqo, 

sajithwanasinghe@gmail.com 

l=reKE., Èia;%slalfha ±ÿre Th wdY%s;j mj;sk lgqjkakdj wdik>rh kñka 
y÷kd.kakd merKs iaudrlfha ikao¾Nh ms<sn`oj lafIa;%fha úoaj;a u;jdo 
lsysmhls' 2025 j¾Ifha uOHu ixialD;sl wruqo, fuu iaudrlfha m¾fhaIK 
leKSï l%shd;aul lrkqfhaa tys w;S; jHqyh yd Ndú;h ms<sn| ksjerÈ woyila 
,nd .ekSfï wruqK uQ,sl lrf.kh' fuu iaudrlh 1962 j¾Ifha mqrdúoHd;aul 
m¾fhaIKhkag fhduq lr we;s w;r tys § th wdik>rhla f,i y÷kdf.k 
we;;a furg úúO mqrdúoHd mßY%hkaj, isÿlr we;s m¾fhaIKj, § fujeks 
jdia;=úoHd;aul ,laIK iys; fndaê>rhka yuqù we;s neúka iaudrlfha ksjerÈ 
ikao¾Nh y÷kd.ekSu yd Bg wod< ixrlaIK l%shdj,sh wjfndaO lr.ekSu fuu 
m¾fhaIK m;%sldfõ m%Odk wruqK fõ' m¾fhaIK l%ufõofha § wdik>rh 
wdY%s;j w.,a leKSula (Trench) yd mÍlaIK leKSula (Test pit) isÿ l< w;r 
tu f;dr;=re iy mQ¾j m¾fhaIK úYaf,aIKh lrñka m%;sM, wfmalaId lrk 
,§' 1962 j¾Ifha pd,aia f.dvl=Uqr úiska fuu wdik>rh i|yd ueosy;a ùfuka 
wk;=rej uE; ld,Skj ksOka fydreka úiska fuu mßY%h yEßulg ,la lr we;' 
tfiau ixrlaIK ueÈy;aùïj, wjia:d lsysmhl idOl o wkdjrKh lr 
.eKsk' wdik>rfha wdikh msysá ia:dkh wNHka;rh kej; leKSug Ndckh 
lsÍfï § ueá fld;a" W¿ len,s" mn¿ yd ;sßjdk .,a len,s wd§ ixialD;sl 
idOl yuqúh' pd¾,aia f.dvl=Uqrf.a leKSï u.ska o ueáfld;a" uxcqid" mn¿ yd 
;U ldis wdÈh jd¾;d ù we;' ta wkqj fuh ;jÿrg;a jdia;=úoHd;aul bÈlsÍula 
fuka u wd.ñl pdß;% isÿl< mßY%hla nj ;yjqre flßK' fojk ixialD;sl 
ia:rfha y÷kd.;a wdh; p;=ri%dldr jHqyh yd tys wNHka;rfha yuqjQ ueá n÷ka 
len,s u.ska fuu wdik>rh fndaê>rhla f,i Ndú;fha mej;s nj wkqudk 
flf¾' uOHfha jQ fndaêh ;ekam;a lsÍug Ndú; wdh;dldr jHqyh ^fnda fldgqj& 
fndaê>rhl m%Odku ,laIKh fõ' tu jHqyh .fvd,ska ks¾udKh lr we;s 
nj;a tys wNHka;rh ñY% mia ;Ügqj,ska iukaú; jQ nj;a f;jk ixialD;sl 
ia:rfhka wkdjrKh jQ neúka fndaêh frdams; ia:dkhla nj ks.ukh i|yd 
m%fõYùu idOdrKSlrKh l< yelsh' ;jÿrg;a leKSï u.ska wkdjrKh jQ 
y;rjk ixialD;sl ia:rfha ueánÿka idOlj,ska m¾fhaIK wjldYh ;yjqre 
úh' fuu miqìu u; iaudrlh ixrlaIKfha § úúO ld,jljdKqj, Ndú;hka 
ms<sn| ±kqj;aNdjh yd tlS idOlhkaf.a w.hka ;yjqrejk fia bÈßm;a l< hq;= 
nj wjOdrKh flf¾' Y%S ,xldfõ iaudrl ixrlaIKh ms<snoj kso¾Yk 
.Kkdjls' mqrdúoHd lafIa;% lghq;=j, wdrïNl wjêfha isg j¾;udkh olajd 
lshùfï § ta ta ld, jljdkqj, mej;s ±kqu yd ;dlaIKh fukau uQ,Huh 
Yla;sh u; mokïj tu lghq;= isÿ lr we;s nj meyeÈ,s lreKls' lgqjkakdj 
wdik>rh ms<snoj kej; lshùu yryd ;d¾lsl yd úoHd;aul mokul isg 
ksjerÈj iaudrlh yÿkd.ekSu yd ixrlaIKh lsÍu l< hq;=nj fhdackd flf¾' 

uqLH mo( iaudrl ixrlaIKh" m¾fhaIK leKSu" wdik>rh" fndaê>rh" úoaj;a 
ixjdo  
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[English Translation]  

Re-reading on the Identification and Conservation of 
Monuments based on the Katuwannawa Asanaghara 

 

K.A. Sajith Nuwan Wanasinghe 
Wayabha Project, Central Cultural Fund 

There are several scholarly opinions in the field regarding the context of the ancient 
monument known as “Asanaghara” in Katuwannawa, which is located near Deduru 
Oya in Kurunegala district. In year 2025, the Central Cultural Fund was carried out 
a research excavation in this monument with the aim of getting an accurate idea of 
its past structure and use. This monument has been referred to archaeological 
research in the year 1962 and it has been identified as a Asanaghara, but in the 
research carried out in various archaeological sites in this country, Bodhigharas 
with such architectural features have been found. Therefore, identifying the correct 
context of the monument and understanding the related conservation process is the 
main purpose of this research. In the research methodology, a trench excavation 
and a test pit were conducted based on Asanaghara and the results were expected 
by analyzing the information and previous research. In 1962, Charles Godakumbura 
interceded for this Asanaghara, but recently the premises have been excavated by 
treasure thieves. Also, the factors of several cases of conservation interventions are 
also revealed. During the re-excavation of the interior of site, cultural debris such as 
clay pots and fragments, fragments of tiles, beads and pieces of quartz fragments 
were found. Excavations by Charles Godakumbura have also reported clay spires 
and cascedes, beads and copper coins. Accordingly, it was further confirmed that 
this was an architectural construction as well as a premises where religious rituals 
were performed. It is inferred that this Asanaghara was used as a Bodhighara by the 
rectangular square structure identified in the second cultural layer and the 
fragments of pottery found inside it. The main feature of a Bodhighara is the 
structure used to house for the Bodhi three in the center. The third cultural layer 
revealed that the structure was made of bricks and its interior consisted of layers of 
mixed soil, so the conclusion that the Bodhi was a planted place can be justified. 
According to that, the various in the preservation of the monument, it is emphasized 
that the awareness of the usages of periods and the values of those factors should 
be presented in such a way as to be confirmed. There are many illustrations about 
the conservation of monuments in Sri Lanka. It is a clear fact that in reading the 
archaeology field activities from the initial stage to the present, the activities have 
been carried out based on the knowledge and technology as well as the financial 
strength of the respective periods. Katuwannawa on a logical and scientific basis 
through a re-reading of the Asanaghara. It is suggested that the monument should 
be properly identified and preserved. 
 

Keywords: Monument conservation, Asanaghara, Bodhighara, expert discussion, 
Research excavation  
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.d¨ jrdfha uqyqÿn;a jQ wefjdkaiag¾ (Avondster) kefjys yuqjQ 
úYd, ueá nr‚h ixrlaIKh 

 

fla'jhs' .dñŒ iuka 
.d,a, jHdmD;sh" uOHu ixialD;sl wruqo, 

gamini1965saman@gmail.com 

1992-1993 j¾Ij, § .d¨ jrdh wdY%s;j isÿlrk ,o Èh hg mqrdúoHd;aul 
.fõIKj, m%;sM, f,i ,kafoais wefjdkaiag¾ fk!ldj Bg wh;a iqkanqka 
ia:dk 26la iu. wkdjrKh lrk ,È' 1659 cQ,s 2 jk Èk uqyqÿn;a jQ fuu 
fk!ldfõ uq,a whs;slrejka jk ì%;dkH cd;slhka th ‘wdYs¾jdo’ f,i kï 
lrk ,o w;r miqj ,kafoaiSka úiska th hg;a fldg ‘ie|E ;rej’ f,i kï 
lr we;' 1998 isg 2004 j¾Ih olajd isÿlrk ,o mqrdúoHd;aul .fõIKj, § 
fk!ldfõ iqkanqka w;r úYd, ud¾gnka j¾.fha (98-GHL-11) Ndckfha fldgia 
37la wkdjrKh lr.kakd ,§' fuu ud¾gnka Ndckh tla,ia fldg 
mqrdúoHd;aul jYfhka ixrlaIKh lsÍfï úoHd;aul mshjr fmkajd§u fuu 
m;%sldfõ wruqK fõ' Ndckfha ixrlaIK l%shdj,sh 2008 j¾Ifha § wdrïN jQ 
w;r ta olajd f.dv f.k ;snQ ish¨ ueá Ndck ms<sn| mÍlaIKj,ska miq fuu 
Ndckhg wh;a fldgia 63 la muK wkdjrKh lrf.k ixrlaIK l%shdj,sh 
wdrïN flßKs' È¾> ld,hla uqyqqÿ wNHka;fha mej;Su ksid m<uqj ,jK bj;a 
lr" wk;=rej Ndckfha u;=msg mej;s ;o hlv me,a,ï i|yd m%;sldr jYfhka" 
,jK rys; c,fha t;s,Skavhñfkfg%dweisála wï,h 5]la 
(ethylenediaminetetraacetic acid), g%hs-wefudakshï isÜfÜ%Ü 5]la (tri-ammonium 
citrate) iy t;fkda,a hk ødjK ;=kla mÍlaId lsÍfuka miq 
t;s,Skavhñfkfg%dweisála wï,h iy t;fkda,a iuÕ ,nd.;a ixfhda.h ksjerÈ 
m%;sldrh jYfhka y÷kd.kakd ,È' fuu Ndckfha we;eï fldgia 
wia:dk.;ùu ksid tl,ia lsÍu ixlS¾K l%shdj,shla úh' Ndckh we,ùu i|yd 
ñka fmr úoHd;aul o;a; mokï lr.ksñka y÷kd.;a merf,dhsâ B-72 ue,shï 
j¾.h Ndú; flßKs' Ndckfha len,s we,ùfï § ia:dhSlrKh i|yd je,s fmÜá 
Ndú; lsÍu" ue,shï fh§u iy u;=msg ydks j<lajd .ekSu i|yd wdrlaIs; ia:r 
we;=<;a lsÍu isÿ lr we;' wkdjrKh fkdjQ Ndckfha by< fldgia u, 
fkdnefok jdfka lïì" ma,diag¾ meßia iy we¨ñkshï wdOdrl Ndú;fhka 
m%;sks¾udKh lrk ,È' iqkdñ ;;a;ajh fya;=fjka kej; uqyqÿ n;a jQ 98-GHL-
11 f,i kï lrk ,o fldgfiys lU iú lsÍu i|yd we;s fldl= o iys;j 
kej; m%;sks¾udKh lrk ,o w;r" Ndckfha fjk;a fldgil ;snQ ;j;a fldl= 
fldgil wdlD;sh wdfoaY lsÍu isÿflßKs' f;dard.;a úYd, len,s fldgia 
we,ùfuka miq tmsmslaia ue,shï Ndú;fhka jHqyh Yla;su;a lsÍu iy 
ghs,a$.fvd,a l=vq iy ue,shï ñY%Khlska l=vd ysveia msrùu isÿlr kej; 
mqrjk ,o ysveia m%foaY i|yd Bg .e,fmk f;,a iys; frÈ ;Ska; Ndú;fhka 
u;=msg iqug lr tlS m%foaY j¾K .kajd m%;sixialrKh lrk ,È' tf,i 
m%;sks¾udKh lrk ,o fuu Ndckh ógr 1l Wilska iy óg¾ 3.1l jg 
m%udKhlska hqla; úh' j¾;udkfha .d,a, iuqø mqrdúoHd fl!;=ld.drfha 
m%o¾Ykhg ;nd we;s fuu ud¾gnka nrKsh iuqøSh mqrdlD;s Wreu ixrlaIKh 
lsÍfï § fhdo .kakd mqrdúoHd;aul l%ufõo" ixrlaIK úoHdj iy m%dfhda.sl 
Ys,amSh yelshdjka iu. taldnoaO lsÍu ikd: lrkq we;' 
 

uqLH mo( wefjdkaiag¾" ud¾gnka" ixrlaIKh" oshhg Wreuh" uqyqÿ mqrdúoHdj  
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[English Translation]  

Conservation and Reconstruction of a Martaban jar recovered 
from the Avondster Shipwreck in Galle Harbour, Sri Lanka 

 

K.Y. Gamini Saman 
Galle Project, Central Cultural Fund 

The Dutch ship Avondster, which sank in Galle Harbour on 2 July 1659, was 
discovered along with 26 wreck sites as a result of underwater archaeological 
explorations carried out in 1992-1993. The original owners of this ship, the British, 
named it ‘Blessing’ and later renamed it “Avondster” by the Dutch. Therefore, this 
ship can be identified as a site with the potential to reveal sufficient information 
regarding the historical East-West trade. During archaeological excavations 
conducted from 1998 to 2004, 37 fragments of a large Martaban vessel (98-GHL-
11) were discovered among the wreckage of the ship. The aim of this paper is to 
present the scientific steps for the archaeological preservation of this vessel. The 
main steps followed for this research were identification, recording, cleaning, 
desalination and assembly of the artifacts. The conservation process of the vessel 
commenced in 2008. After examining all the fragments of the clay vessel recovered 
up to that time, approximately 63 pieces identified as belonging to this vessel were 
discovered, initiating the conservation work. Since the vessel had been in the ocean 
for a long time, it was first desalted and then had heavy iron stains on its surface. 
After testing three solutions of ethylenediaminetetraacetic acid (EDTA) in salt-free 
water, 5% tri-ammonium citrate, and ethanol, the compound obtained with 
ethylenediaminetetraacetic acid (EDTA) and ethanol was identified as the correct 
treatment. Due to the missing parts of this vessel, the assembly process was 
complicated. The Paraloid E-72 adhesive, which was previously identified based on 
scientific data, was used to glue the vessel. Sandboxes were used to stabilize the 
pieces of the vessel, glue was applied, and protective layers were included to 
prevent surface damage. The upper parts of the uncovered vessel were 
reconstructed using stainless steel wire, plaster of Paris and aluminum supports. 
The part designated as 98-GHL-11, which had been refloated due to the tsunami, 
was reconstructed with the hooks for attaching ropes, and another hook section in 
another part of the vessel was replaced. After gluing selected large pieces, the 
structure was reinforced using Epipix adhesive and small gaps were filled with a 
mixture of tile, brick dust and adhesive. The filled gaps were smoothed using a 
suitable oil fabric paint and the areas were painted and restored. The vessel, which 
was reconstructed in 2008, was 1 meter high and 3.1 meters in circumference. 
Currently on display at the Galle Maritime Archaeological Museum, the Martaban 
vessel will demonstrate the integration of archaeological methods, conservation 
science and practical craftsmanship in the conservation of maritime artifacts. 
 

Keywords: Avondster, Martaban jar, conservation, desalination, maritime 
archaeology, underwater heritage, Sri Lanka 
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Towards Sustainable Archaeological Heritage Management in 
Northern Sri Lanka: The Case of Jaffna Peninsula 

 

S. Sivaruby 
Department of History, University of Jaffna 

sruby@univ.jfn.ac.lk 

The Jaffna Peninsula, including the wider Northern Sri Lanka, possesses an ancient 
and continuous history dating back nearly 2800 years, as revealed by recent 
archaeological studies, archaeological heritage, and historical literature. Prehistoric 
and early historic settlements, religious heritage sites, royal monuments, cultural 
heritage related to everyday life, colonial remains, and ancient ports collectively 
demonstrate the richness of this region’s archaeological legacy. However, the 
prolonged civil war, lack of proper post-war conservation, rapid urbanization and 
development projects, land encroachment, scarcity of resources, inadequate 
documentation and monitoring of archaeological sites, lack of community 
participation, and absence of sustainable tourism initiatives pose significant 
challenges to the sustainability of this heritage. Although Sri Lanka has legal and 
administrative frameworks to safeguard archaeological heritage, sustainable 
heritage management practices have not yet been effectively implemented in 
Northern Sri Lanka. Hence, this study is guided by the central research question: 
How can sustainable archaeological heritage management be developed and 
implemented in Northern Sri Lanka, with a focus on the Jaffna Peninsula? The 
primary objective of the study is to examine the current state of archaeological 
heritage management in the Jaffna Peninsula and propose sustainable strategies for 
its future conservation and management. The subsidiary objectives include 
analyzing the challenges of policies and institutions that govern archaeological 
heritage management, assessing the role of community participation, and 
evaluating the contribution of cultural tourism. In order to achieve these objectives, 
the research adopts a mixed-method approach. This includes identifying and 
mapping the major archaeological sites of Jaffna through field surveys and GIS, 
assessing and documenting their present condition with photographic records, 
conducting interviews and discussions with archaeologists, heritage managers, and 
local heritage enthusiasts, reviewing national legislation and UNESCO documents, 
as well as analyzing Department of Archaeology reports, excavation records, and 
government documents. International heritage management models are also 
examined to derive context-specific strategies. The study aims to create a 
comprehensive archaeological database, identify institutional and social challenges, 
evaluate community and tourism involvement, and recommend sustainable 
management models. Its findings will guide post-war heritage policy, promote 
community participation and cultural identity, support sustainable tourism, and 
enhance livelihoods, ensuring that the archaeological heritage of the Jaffna 
Peninsula contributes to both cultural preservation and regional development. 
 
 

Keywords: Archaeological Sites, Jaffna Peninsula, Heritage, Heritage Management, 
Northern Sri Lanka 
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Session VI (Room B) 

Theme:  

Water Wisdom of the Past:  

Ancient Irrigation Systems and 

Sustainable Futures 
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Dr. Aruna Rajapaksha 

 

 

 

Dr. Aruna Rajapaksha is a distinguished Senior Lecturer in Archaeology 

with an extensive academic and professional background in heritage and 

archaeological studies. He obtained his Bachelor of Arts degree in Archaeology 

from the University of Peradeniya and later pursued a Postgraduate Diploma 

in Urban Revitalization and Heritage Management in the Netherlands. He 

furthered his academic journey by completing a Masters degree in Archaeology 

and Heritage Management in India and subsequently earned his Doctor of 

Philosophy (Ph.D.) from the University of Peradeniya. Dr. Rajapaksha is a 

Fellow of the Sri Lanka Council of Archaeologists and serves as a member of the 

Archaeological Advisory Committee of the State Department of Archaeology. 

He has also been appointed as the Consultant Director of Archaeology for the 

Kandy and Ratnapura projects under the Central Cultural Fund. In addition, 

he currently serves as the Editor-in-Chief of Ancient Ceylon, the scholarly 

journal of the State Department of Archaeology. Having participated in 

numerous international training programmes and conferences in the United 

Kingdom, France, the Netherlands, Japan, and India, Dr. Rajapaksha continues 

to contribute to the global discourse on archaeology. His primary research 

interests include heritage management, built environments, heritage tourism, 

landscape archaeology, and field archaeology. 
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In-basin and Trans-basin Diversions in Ancient Irrigation 
Systems of Sri Lanka 

 

Badra Kamaladasa* and Janaki Meegastenna 
Formerly Department of Irrigation  

bkamaladasa@gmail.com 

Between the 5th century BC and the 13th century AD, Sri Lanka developed one of 
the most sophisticated irrigation civilizations in the ancient world. A network of 
reservoirs, barrages, canals, and diversions transformed the dry zone into a highly 
productive agricultural landscape. Among these achievements, in-basin diversions 
and trans-basin diversions stand out as remarkable innovations, reflecting the 
advanced hydraulic knowledge and planning capabilities of ancient irrigation 
engineers. This study aims to examine the design principles and technological 
sophistication of in-basin and trans-basin diversions, highlighting the 
archaeological and engineering significance of these systems as part of Sri Lanka’s 
hydraulic heritage. The study is based on the review of historical records, and 
engineering documentation from colonial-era surveys and restoration works. 
Selected case studies of in-basin and trans-basin diversions are analyzed to 
illustrate design strategies, hydraulic functions, and their role in sustaining water 
resources development. In-basin diversions were used to augment reservoirs 
constructed across tributaries by channeling water from main river courses 
through feeder canals, thereby enhancing water supply reliability and providing a 
safer means of flood management. Examples include Yoda Ela conveying water from 
Mee Oya to Tabbowa reservoir, the Deduru Oya diversion to Magalla reservoir, and 
the Akasa Ganga diversion to Parakrama Samudraya. Trans-basin diversions 
represented an even higher level of engineering sophistication, transferring water 
from surplus basins to water-scarce regions through gravity flow. Notable examples 
include the Elahera canal linking Minneriya, Kaudulla, and Kantale reservoirs; the 
diversion from Kalawewa to Nuwara Wewa; and the Tekkam Anicut diversion to 
Giant’s Tank. These systems reveal an advanced understanding of hydrology across 
multiple basins, precise topographical planning, and an integrated vision of regional 
water management.  The study highlights that both in-basin and trans-basin 
diversions required accurate hydrological data, and careful evaluation of 
alternative alignments. These hydraulic innovations demonstrate a profound 
balance between engineering ingenuity, environmental adaptation, and agricultural 
sustainability. Both these applications are vital for water management during 
droughts and floods, which are the most challenging events for system operators. 
 

Keywords: Ancient irrigation, Hydraulic heritage, In-basin diversion, Sri Lanka, 
Trans-basin diversion, Water management 
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wkqrdOmqr merKs fhdaO we< weiqßka ixialD;sl jdß N+ o¾Yk 
iy bjqre ks¾udK Ys,amSh l%u ms<sn| wOHhkhla 

 

tÉ'tÉ'ta' lreKdr;ak 
YS% chj¾Okmqr úYajúoHd,h 

ashoka@sjp.ac.lk 

c, l<ukdlrKh hk mq¿,a ikao¾Nh ;==< jdß l¾udka;h hkq tys Wm 
ikao¾Nhls' jej hkq iajNdúl c,h l<ukdlrKh lsÍfï ks¾ñ;hla jk w;r 
miqld,Skj wuqKq yd jeõ yryd /ia lrk c,h ckdjdi ioyd fnod yeÍu;a 
jeõ cd,.; lsÍu;a hk wruqKq we;sj we< ud¾. ks¾udK ;dlaIKh we;súh' 
.ïjeõj,ska wdrïN jQ we< ud¾. ks¾udK ;dlaIKfha ixlS¾K wjêh uOH yd 
úYd, jeõ ks¾udKh;a iu. wdrïN ù we;' wOHhk m%foaYh f,i l,djefõ 
isg ;sidjej olajd wkqrdOmqr merKs fhdaO we< .,dhk ie;mqï 54l wlajla 
f¾Çh ÿr fhdod .ekqKs' l,dTh Wvdj; l,dmhg yd u,aj;= Th Wvdj; 
l,dmhg wh;a úIu N+ñ Nd.hla yryd ks¾ñ; fhdaO wef<ys c,h 
l<ukdlrKhg yd fnod yeÍug bjqrej, ishqï bxcsfkare ;dlaIKsl 
Ys,aml%uj, Wmfhda.S;dj wOHhkh wruqKhs' we< ud¾.fha bjqrej, jHqyd;aul 
iajrEmh ;SrKh ùu ioyd mQ¾j ixialD;sl mßirh n,mEfõ o@ hkak 
m¾fhaIK .eg¨j úh' kHdhd;aul m%fõYh f,i ixialD;sl mßirúoHd kHdh 
fhdod .ekqKs' m%d:ñl o;a; /ia lsÍu ioyd .fõIK" ksÍlaIK" iïuqL idlÉPd 
o oaú;Sl o;a; /ialsrSu ioyd mQ¾j m¾fhaIK wdY%s; f,aLk o Ndú; lrk ,oS' 
o;a; úYaf,aIKh ioyd N+f.da,Sh f;dr;=re moaO;sh" f;aud úYaf,aIK l%u 
Ndú;hg .eKsk' ksheos .yKh f,i l,d jefõ isg ;sid jej olajd iuia: 
fhdaO we< ie,ls,a,g.;a w;r wOHhk ksheos l%uh f,i fhdaO we< fYaIj 
we;s bjqre fldgia iiïNdù fkdjk l%ufõohg wh;a úksYaph ksheos l%ufõoh 
Ndú; lrk ,oS' wOHhkh u.ska w¾O jD;a;dldr" ´j,dldr" f¾Çh" j<hdldr" 
;s%fldaKdldr wdoS úúO jHqyd;aul iajrEmhkaj,g wh;a bjqre y÷kd.; yelsúh' 
bjqrej, ks¾udK ;dlaIK iu. noaO jQ c, l<ukdlrK Ys,am l%u f,i" úIu 
Wkak;dxYhla yryd wef<ys c,h bÈßhg .,dhdug wjYH mSvkh ,ndoSu" c,h 
.nvd lsÍu" fukau N+ñfha nEjqï iajNdjh wkqj uq,a ie;mqï 17 ;=< ol=Kq bjqre 
u.ska jï l,dmh yd tys wka;¾ l,dmfha jeõ fmdaIKh lrk w;r kUvEj 
md,fï isg ;sid jej olajd l,dmh jï bjqr u.ska ol=Kq l,dmh yd tys wka;¾ 
jeõ fmdaIKh lsÍu" N+.; c,h md,k ;dlaIKsl Ys,amSh l%u yÿkd.; yelsúh' 
fhdaO wef<ys wlajla f¾Çh .uka iajrEmh ;SrKh ùu ioyd fuu l,dmfha 
mQ¾jfha mej;s t,a,x.d moaO;sh yd ckdjdi jHdma;s rgdj, ú;eka ùu;a 
foaY.Ksl rgdjkays úp,Hka o n,md we;s nj wkdjrKh úh' 
 

uqLH mo( c, Wreuh" bjqre ks¾udKh" ixialD;sl mßir úoHdj" c, 
l<ukdlrKh  
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[English Translation]  

A Study on the Cultural Irrigation landscape and Bank design 
techniques based on the Ancient Yodha Ela Canal in 

Anuradhapura  
 

H.H.A. Karunarathna 
University of Sri Jayewardenepura 

Within the broader framework of water management, irrigation constitutes a 
critical subsystem reflecting both cultural adaptation and technological 
advancement. Early canal traditions in Sri Lanka evolved from village tank systems 
that served as natural water management structures. Over time, this system 
expanded through canal engineering technologies designed to distribute water 
accumulated in amunu (anicut) and wewa (tanks) to wider settlement networks. 
The ancient Yodha Ela Canal of Anuradhapura, extending approximately fifty-four 
acres linearly from Kala Wewa to Tissa Wewa, represents one of the most 
sophisticated examples of such engineering ingenuity. The study examines the 
applicability of advanced bank design techniques employed in Yodha Ela to regulate 
and distribute water across the heterogeneous topography of the Kala Oya and 
Malwathu Oya upper land regions. The research investigates whether cultural and 
environmental conditions influenced the canal banks’ structural configuration. 
Employing Cultural Ecology Theory as the conceptual framework, the study 
integrates field surveys, observations, and interviews as primary data, while 
secondary data were drawn from documentary and archival sources. Data were 
analyzed using Geographic Information System (GIS) applications and thematic 
analysis. The entire canal stretch between Kala Wewa and Tissa Wewa was 
considered the study population, and a judgment sampling method was applied. 
The findings reveal diverse canal bank forms semicircular, oval, linear, annular, and 
triangular each fulfilling distinct hydrological functions, including the regulation of 
hydraulic pressure, water storage and distribution by land gradients, and 
management of sub-surface water levels. Specifically, the left bank facilitated 
irrigation of left-zone tanks during the first seventeen miles, while the right bank 
directed water to southern and inter-zone tanks from Nabadewa Bridge to Tissa 
Wewa. The research identifies the displacement of earlier cascade systems and the 
reconfiguration of settlement patterns as factors shaping the linear flow design of 
Yodha Ela. This study highlights the integration of cultural, ecological, and 
engineering knowledge in the ancient Sri Lankan hydraulic landscape, emphasizing 
Yodha Ela as a model of sustainable irrigation planning and environmental 
harmony. 
 

Keywords: Bank Techniques, Cascade System, Cultural Ecology, Heritage of Water, 
Water Management  
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wNh.srs úydr mrsY%fha c, l<ukdlrKh 
 

B'ã' ruH,;d 
jhU jHdmD;sh" uOHu ixialD;sl wruqo, 

ramyaediri@gmail.com 

bmerKs udkj YsIagdpdr ìysúu .x.d ksïk wdY%s;j isÿ ú we;s nj iuld,Sk 
uQ,dY%h wOHhkfha § meyeos,s jk w;r tlS YsIagdpdrj, j¾Okfha yerjqï 
,CIh c,h yd c, iïmdos; l%u nj fmkajd osh yelsh' u,aj;= Th flakaø 
lr.ksñka furg m<uq w.k.rh jk wkqrdOmqrh ìysùu c,h ms<sn| idOlhg 
m%n, WodyrKhls' wkqrdOmqr k.rh ;=< wdrïN jQ fn!oaO wdrdu ixlS¾Kh 
w;r wNh.sß úydrhg ysñjkafka jeo.;a ia:dkhls' l%s'mq' m<uqjk ishjfia 
wNh.sß úydrh fn!oaO wdrduhla f,i wdrïN ùug fmr isgu úúO mQclhkaf.a 
jdi N=ñhla f,i mej;s nj jxYl:d wOHhkfha § meyeÈ,s fõ' ta wkqj Tjqkaf.a 
c, wjYH;d imqrd .ekSug iajNdúl c, uQ,dY% Ndú;hg f.k we;s nj 
nq,xl=,u" .dñKSjdmS wd§ c, iïmdok wOHhkfha § meyeÈ,s fõ' fylaghdr 
200 la muK jQ wNh.sß wdrdu ixlS¾Kfha jmißh yd Bg noaO jQ wdrdñl 
f.dvke.s,s fuka u NslaIq wjYH;d Wfoid c,iïm; ukd l<ukdlrKhla 
hgf;a Ndú; lsßug tkï c,h /ialsßu" yeisrúu ioyd úúOdldr jq 
l%fudamdhka i|yd wdrdu l<ukdldß;ajh lghq;= lr we;' tu miqìu u; 
wNh.sß úydr mßY%fha c,h /ialsÍu yd yeisrùu ms<sno wOHhkh lsßu fuu 
m;%sldfõ wruqKq fõ' m¾fhaIKh fufyhùfï § m%d:ñl yd oaú;Sl uQ,dY%h 
ms<sn| wjOdkh fhduq lrñka .fõIKh" merKs is;shï wOHhkh" leKSï 
jd¾;d" PdhdrEm yd mqia;ld, mßYs,kh fuka u øjHd;aul idOl wOHhkh 
lr úYaf,aIKh lr m%;sM, wfmalaId flßKs' ta wkqj wNh.sß mßY%fha m%d.a 
fn!oaO hq.fha isgu c, l<ukdlrK l%shdj,shl idOl mej;s nj;a wdrdufha 
ixj¾O;d;aul hq.fha § jeõ" fmdl=Kq yd noaO jQ c, iïmdokhla mej;s nj;a 
;yjqre úh' ;jÿrg;a wNh.sß úydrh rch yd iómj lghq;= l< wdh;khla 
nj wNh.sß úydrfha msysgqjd we;s fi,a,smsj, j,ska ;yjqre jk neúka rdcH 
ueÈy;aùu Wmßu whqßka mej;s nj meyeÈ,s úh' c, l<ukdlrKh hkq 
foaYmd,k jHqyh úiska .kq ,nk ;SrK u; mokï jQ udkj l%shdldß;ajhla 
f,i mSg¾ fud,ska.d fmkajd § we;' fuu woyi idlaId;a lrñka wNh.sß 
mßY%fha c,h l<ukdlrKh Wfoid Ndú; lr we;s ;dCIKsl l%ufõohka foi 
ne,Sfï § w;S;fha § furg md,lhka Tjqkaf.a Tjqkaf.a iDcq wëlaIKh hgf;a 
;dCIK Ys,amSkaf.a ueÈy;a ùfuka wNh.sß úydr mßY%fha  c, l<ukdlrKh 
yiqrejd we;s nj meyeÈ,s fõ' 
 

uqLH mo( wNh.sß úydrh" c, iïm;" c, l<ukdlrKh" mqrdK ;dCIKh" 
fmdl=K  
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[English Translation]  

Water Management in the Abhayagiri Monastery Complex  
 

E.D. Ramyalatha 
Wayabha Project, Central Cultural Fund 

The study of ancient civilizations reveals that their emergence and growth were 
closely linked to river valleys, with water and water management systems serving 
as key turning points in their development. The ancient city of Anuradhapura, the 
first capital of Sri Lanka, which evolved around the Malwathu Oya, exemplifies this 
fundamental relationship between water and urban formation. Among its many 
monastic establishments, the Abhayagiri Vihara holds a significant place due to its 
scale, complexity, and sophisticated hydraulic systems. Historical sources indicate 
that the area of Abhayagiri was inhabited by ascetics even before it was established 
as a Buddhist monastery in the first century BCE. Archaeological and hydrological 
evidence from sites such as Bulankulama and Gaminiwapi suggests that natural 
water sources were initially utilized to fulfill domestic and ritual needs. As the 
monastic complex expanded, covering nearly 200 hectares, the monastic 
administration developed an organized system for collecting, storing, and 
distributing water to meet the requirements of its large resident community. This 
research examines the water management practices of the Abhayagiri Monastery 
complex through the analysis of primary and secondary sources, including 
archaeological excavations, old maps, inscriptions, and related literature. Field 
investigations, documentation, and the study of material evidence further support 
the analysis. The findings confirm that a structured water management system 
existed in the area even before the Buddhist monastic phase, and that during the 
monastery’s developmental period, a network of tanks, ponds, and canals ensured 
a continuous and efficient water supply. Inscriptions discovered within the 
Abhayagiri premises also indicate that the monastery maintained strong 
connections with the state, highlighting government involvement in water 
management and maintenance. Reflecting Peter Molenaar’s view that water 
management is a politically influenced human activity, the study shows that ancient 
rulers and their technical experts played an active role in designing and overseeing 
hydraulic systems at Abhayagiri. Thus, the water management strategies of 
Abhayagiri Vihara demonstrate the integration of religious, technological, and 
administrative elements in sustaining monastic life, offering valuable insight into 
the broader technological achievements of ancient Sri Lankan civilization. 
 

Keywords: Abhayagiri Vihara, Water management, Ancient technology, Hydraulic 
systems, Anuradhapura  
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The Secrets behind the Sustainability of Ancient System: 
Technologies with reference to hydraulic works 

 

Kapila Peiris 
National Engineering Research & Development Centre, Sri Lanka 

kapilapieris66@gmail.com 

The growing global concern for sustainability has led to a renewed interest in 
ancient systems, technologies, sciences, and lifestyles. In this context, a critical 
question arises: how do we differentiate ancient technologies and sciences from 
modern ones? Is the distinction based on age, geography, or the influence of modern 
Western science? Ancient technologies, particularly those in Sri Lanka and South 
Asia, were inherently sustainable, and could be understood by modern knowledge, 
developed through empirical observation using the five senses and mental 
constructs. These systems maintained the cyclical flow of materials within the 
immediate environment, soil, water, and atmosphere, ensuring balance at both 
microscopic and macroscopic levels. Microscopic cyclicity relates to the principles 
of thermodynamics, particularly the ordering and disordering of matter, while 
macroscopic cyclicity is linked to biological processes that promote life and 
regeneration. Ancient people appeared to possess an intrinsic, spiritually informed 
understanding of these biological phenomena, knowledge that extended beyond 
sensory perception. This spiritual awareness underpinned sustainable practices in 
agriculture, medicine, astrology, irrigation, and architecture, all of which were 
designed to harmonize with biological systems. Ancient constructions were guided 
by three foundational principles: Arya Irdhi, Deva Irdhi, and Raja Irdhi, of which the 
first two were rooted in insights beyond the five senses. Their technological 
evolution occurred gradually over centuries, reaching equilibrium with nature 
unlike the rapid, unsustainable pace of modern technological advancement. 
Although modern science, grounded in sensory observation, can recognize the 
sustainability of ancient systems, it cannot recreate them without understanding 
their deeper biological and spiritual foundations. Achieving such understanding 
requires developing cognitive and spiritual faculties capable of perceiving nature’s 
true biological phenomena. Without this spiritual dimension, modern attempts to 
interpret ancient systems risk being superficial comparable to blind people trying 
to comprehend what sighted individuals see. The presentation ultimately argues 
that ancient hydraulic systems were not merely engineering achievements, but 
holistic frameworks designed to sustain biological life, operating in harmony with 
thermodynamic laws that extend beyond Newtonian principles. Understanding this 
integration of science, spirituality, and sustainability is essential for reimagining 

sustainable technologies in the modern era. 
 

Keywords: Ancient technology, Biological systems, Spiritual knowledge, 
Sustainability, Thermodynamics 
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Dr. Packiyanathan Ahilan, a distinguished art historian and cultural scholar 

from Jaffna, has dedicated his academic and creative pursuits to the study and 

preservation of Sri Lanka’s diverse heritage. Currently serving as Senior 

Lecturer in Art History and Head of the Department of Fine Arts at the 

University of Jaffna, he has made significant contributions to understanding the 

island’s visual, architectural, and performative traditions. He obtained his PhD 

in Art and Aesthetics from Jawaharlal Nehru University, India, and his 

Master’s in Art Criticism from the Maharaja Sayajirao University of Baroda. 

His research delves deeply into visual arts, Buddhist iconography, architectural 

heritage, and the socio-political dimensions of cultural production. Dr. Ahilan’s 

scholarship also explores heritage practices, representational politics, and the 

dynamics of dark heritage, museums, and memory. An active writer, curator, 

and performer, he engages critically with the intersections of heritage, identity, 

and artistic expression. His notable works, Prayer Hall: Architectural Heritage 

of Jaffna Hindu College and Edge of Time: The Problem of Preservation of 

Heritage in Jaffna, reflect his commitment to safeguarding the region’s cultural 

legacy. Through his writings, exhibitions, and poetry, Dr. Ahilan continues to 

bridge art, heritage, and community memory, inspiring a deeper appreciation of 

Sri Lanka’s historical and cultural landscapes. 
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Damila Stupa in Polonnaruva: A New Platform for  
Cultural Tourism 

 

Ven. Galwewe Wimalakhanthi1* and Priyantha Marasinghe2 
1Bhikshu University, Anuradhapura 

2Polonnaruva Project, Central Cultural Fund 
wimalak@busl.ac.lk 

The Damila Stupa (Demala Mahaseya) in Polonnaruva represents a distinctive 
example of ancient stupa construction in Sri Lanka. Built during the reign of King 
Parakramabahu the Great (1153–1186 AD) to symbolize his immense power, 
historical records indicate that prisoners captured during his Pandya campaign 
were employed as laborers for its construction. Despite its vast scale with a platform 
diameter of 1950 feet and a height of 82.9 feet the stupa was never completed in the 
conventional form; instead, a smaller stupa was constructed at its center. Research 
on the Damila Stupa relied on qualitative analysis of excavation and exploration 
reports. Findings indicate that the stupa was not intended as a religious relic shrine 
but as a monument commemorating the king’s military victory. Its construction 
technique is unique compared to other stupas of the Anuradhapura and 
Polonnaruwa periods, involving five concentric brick walls of progressively 
decreasing radii. The outermost wall partially encased a natural quartz hill, which 
was filled with compacted earth to form a platform. The smaller central stupa 
utilized the same dome construction method as the main structure. No relic caskets 
were discovered, confirming its secular, commemorative purpose. This non-
religious character opens opportunities for developing the site into a significant 
tourist attraction. Proposed initiatives include light hiking, sightseeing, and cultural 
events such as Buddhist wedding photography sessions on the upper platform. 
Visitor facilities could include semi-open cottages, benches, and shaded resting 
areas to enhance comfort while preserving the historical ambiance. At ground level, 
landscaped pathways with resting points, cottages, and small restaurants designed 
according to Sri Lankan Buddhist traditions could provide a serene experience for 
tourists. Both stupas can still accommodate Buddhist circumambulation rituals, 
integrating religious activity with tourism. The ongoing renovation project is critical 
for stabilizing the original form of the stupa, ensuring its preservation for future 
generations. Highlighting its historical importance alongside its scenic appeal, the 
Damila Stupa has the potential to function as a versatile heritage site, drawing both 
local and international visitors while preserving its cultural and architectural 
integrity. Ultimately, the monument offers immense potential for heritage 

managers to create a dynamic, engaging tourist destination in Polonnaruva. 

Keywords: Attraction, Damila Stupa, Income, Religion, Tourists 
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njhl;LzuKbahj kuGupik mk;rq;fSk; fyhrhu Rw;WyhTk; - 
ke;Jtpy; gpuNjrj;jpid mbg;gilahff; nfhz;lJ 

 

ju;rpfh eluhrh 
tuyhw;Wj; Jiw> aho;g;ghzg;gy;fiyf;fofk ; 

ntharsika048@gmail.com 

xU FO my;yJ r%fj;jpdhy; fle;j fhyj;jpy; gpd;gw;wg;gl;lJk; epfo;fhyj;jpy; njhlu;e;J 
guhkupf;fg;gLtJTk; vjpu;fhyj;jpy; mLj;j re;jjpapdupw;nfd ghJfhj;J 
nfhLf;fg;glNtz;baJkhd tpiykjpg;gw;w nrhj;Jf;fNs kuGupikfs; MFk;. ,j;jifa 
kuGupikfs; mjDila jd;ikfspw;Nfw;g ,aw;ifahdJ> fyhrhukhdJ vd ,U 
tifg;gLj;jg;gLfpd;wJ. fyhrhuk; rhu;e;j kuGupikfs; njhl;Lzuf;$baJ> njhl;Lzu 
KbahjJ vd kPz;Lk; tifg;gLfpd;wJ. njhl;Lzu Kbahjit nra;Kiwf;fiy> 
tuptbtk;> gpuNahff;fiy vd %d;whf tifg;gLfpd;wJ. ,yq;ifapy; fhyj;jpw;F fhyk; 
gy murpay; kw;Wk; fyhrhu gz;ghl;L khw;wq;fs; Vw;gl;Lf;nfhz;l NghjpYk; njd;kuhl;rp 
gpuNjrkhdJ jdf;nfdj; jdpahdNjhu; gz;ghl;Lf;Nfhyj;jpid nfhz;like;J 
fhzg;gLfpd;wJ. Fwpg;ghf fhy Xl;lj;jpy; nghUshjhu tsu;r;rpapd; fhuzkhfTk;> 
kjkhw;wj;jpd; fhuzkhfTk; mz;zkhu; rptdhfTk;> fhsp mk;ghshfTk; khwpf;nfhz;l 
NghjpYk;> ,g;gFjpapy; mt;tsthf khw;wq;fs; Vw;glhky; jdf;nfd cupa gz;ghl;NlhL 
kpspu;fpd;wJ. ,t;tpjk; njd;kuhl;rpapd; tuyhw;wpidj; jdpj;J ghu;g;gjw;F ,g;gpuNjr 
kf;fspilNa fhzg;gLfpd;w ,Wf;fkhd rkag;gw;W xU Kf;fpa fhuzkhFk;. 
me;jtifapy;  gy gz;ghl;L jdpj;Jtj;ij cs;slf;fpa 90 rJu iky; gug;gsTs;s 
tl;lhuNk njd;kuhl;rpg; gpuhe;jpak; MFk;. njd;kuhl;rpapy; ke;Jtpy; vDk; Cu; gy 
tuyhw;W jlaq;fspid jd;dfj;Nj nfhz;like;Js;sJ. ,g;gpuNjrj;jpw;F 2000 Mz;L 
fhyj;jpw;F Fiwahj gz;ghl;L tuyhW fhzg;gLfpd;wJ. ,g;gpuNjrj;jpNy fhzg;gLfpd;w 
kf;fsJ tho;tpaw; Nfhyq;fspidg; gpujpgypj;Jf;fhl;Lfpd;wjhd njhl;Lzu Kbahj 
mk;rq;fspid njhFj;J Nehf;Ffpd;w Xu; Kaw;rpahf ,t;tha;T Nkw;nfhs;sg;gLfpd;wJ. 
aho; khtl;l njd;kuhl;rp gpuNjrj;jpd; ke;Jtpy; fpuhkj;jpy; ,iykiwfhaha; ,d;Wk; 
iff;nfhs;fpd;w ghuk;gupaq;fshd njhl;LzuKbahj mk;rq;fspidAk;> goq;fhye; 
njhl;L kuGtopahff; flj;jg;gLfpd;w tplaq;fspdbg;gilapy; Ngzpg;ghJfhf;fg;gLfpd;w 
njhl;Lzu Kbahj kuGupik mk;rq;fspidAk; ntspAyfpw;F gug;Giu nra;jy;> kuGupik 
njhlu;ghd tpopg;Gzu;Tfis kf;fs; kj;jpapy; Vw;gLj;Jjy;> njhl;Lzu Kbahj 
kuGupikrhu; jdpj;Jtkhd mk;rq;fspid Mtzg;gLj;Jjy; kw;Wk; jw;fhy 
re;jjpapduplj;jpy;  Nfs;tpQhdkhfTk;> mjd; jw;fhyg;Nghf;Ffs; fhyj;jpw;F Vw;whw;Nghy; 
khw;wkile;J tUtjpdhYk; mtw;wpd; Moj;jpYs;s goikapid moptilahJ fhj;J 
mtw;wpD}lhf fyhrhu Rw;Wyhtpid vt;tpjk; Nkk;gLj;jyhk; vDk; gupe;Jiufspid 
ntspg;gLj;Jjy; vd;gd ,t;tha;tpd; Nehf;fq;fshf mikfpd;wd. ,t;tha;tpy; 
njhl;Lzuf;$ba kuGupikfs; kUtpg;Nghfpd;w fhuzj;jpdhy; Fwpj;j jfty;fspid 
KOikahf jpul;LtJ fbdkhf ,Ue;jJ. mJkl;Lkd;wp kf;fsplj;jpy; Nghjpa 
tpopg;Gzu;tpd;ikAk;> Gjpa jiyKiwapduplj;Nj ,t;tk;rq;fs; Kiwahff; 
flj;jg;glhikAk; jilfshf mike;jd. ,f;fpuhkk; Fwpj;J Fwpg;gpl;Lr;nrhy;yf;$ba 
mstpw;F E}y;fNsh mtw;wpy; njhl;LzuKbahj tplaq;fs; Fwpj;j njspthd 
tpsf;fq;fNsh ,y;yhkYk; ,Ue;jJ. njhl;LzuKbahj tsq;fspd; xU gFjp> tha;top 
kw;Wk; nrtptopA+lhf flj;jg;gLgitahf ,Ug;gjdhy; NtWgl;l Kuz;ghlhd fUj;Jf;fs; 
juTfshf ngwg;gl;ld. xt;nthUtUk; xt;nthU tpjkhd tplaq;fspid 
Fwpg;gpl;bUe;jhu;fs;. ,J jdpg;gl;l nraw;ghLfspw;fhd FWf;fPlhfTk; mike;J 
fhzg;gl;lJ. ,Ue;j NghjpYk; gz;ghL rhu;e;j Kiwapaypidg; gpd;gw;wp rpy tajhd 
mDgtk; kpFe;jtu;fspd; fUj;Jf;fspD}lhfTk; gy %yq;fspD}lhf jfty; jpul;lg;gl;L 
mit Nrfupf;fg;gl;L> tifg;gLj;jg;gl;L mit xd;NwhL xd;W xg;gitj;J Nehf;fg;gl;L 
mjpy; gyuhYk; Vw;Wf;nfhs;sg;gl;ltw;iw ,t;tha;tpd; Kbthff; nfhz;Ls;Nsd;. ,e;j 
Ma;Tf;Fupa juTfs; kuGupik gw;wp tpsf;Ffpd;w ,uz;lhk; ju E}y;fspypUe;Jk; 
Kjy;epiy juTfshd Neu;fhzy; kw;Wk; cw;W Nehf;fy;fs;> fs Ma;Tfs;> 
fye;Jiuahly;fs;> tiuglq;fs;> gpuNjrnrayhsu; mwpf;iffs; vd;gtw;wpid 
gad;gLj;jpAk; Nkw;nfhs;sg;glTs;sJ. 
 
jpwTr;nrhw;fs;: njd;kuhl;rp> kuGupikfs;> rlq;F rk;gpujhaq;fs;> tho;tpaw;Nfhyq;fs;> 

topghLfs  
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[English Translation]  

Intangible heritage features and Cultural tourism:  
Based on the Manduvil Area 

 

Tharsika Nadarasa 
Department of History, University of Jaffna 

The present study examines heritage as the invaluable assets that have been 
practiced by a group or society in the past, are being maintained in the present and 
need to be preserved and preserved for future generations. Cultural heritage is 
divided into two categories: Tangible and Intangible. Due to economic development 
and religious conversion, the goddess Annamar has changed to Shiva and Kali 
Ambal in this region, but it has not changed much and shines with its own culture. 
In this way, the tight religious affiliation seen among the people of this region is an 
important reason for looking at the history of the Thenmaradchi separately. Thus, 
the Thenmaradchi region is an area of 90 square miles that includes some villages. 
The village of Manthuvil in thenmatadsi has a cultural history of no less than 2000 
years. The objectives of this study are to disseminate to the outside world the 
intangible heritage elements that are still practiced today, to create awareness 
among the people regarding heritage, and to present recommendations on how to 
preserve their deep-rooted antiquity and improve cultural tourism through them. 
In that regard, the research problem was a bit difficult and time-consuming in 
obtaining information. It was difficult to gather comprehensive information about 
the village tradaditions. The fact that the elders who knew complete information 
had died within a year was also a major obstacle. Furthermore, there were no books 
or clear explanations about the intangible things in them to the extent that it could 
be mentioned about this village. In addition, while collecting data, everyone 
expressed different and contradictory opinions. That is, since a part of the intangible 
resources is transmitted orally and aurally. However, following the cultural 
methodology, through the opinions of some experienced people and through many 
sources, information has been collected, classified, compared and considered, and 
accepted by many of them as the conclusion of this study. The data for this study 
will be from secondary books explaining heritage and primary data such as 
interviews and observations, field studies, discussions, maps, and reports of 
regional secretaries. 
 

Keywords: Thenmaradchi, heritage, rituals, lifestyles, worship   
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rkfhy fyhrhu Rw;Wyhtpy; aho;g;ghzf; Nfhl;il 
 

,uhkypq;fk; n[dpjh 
 tuyhw;Wj; Jiw> aho;g;ghzg;gy;fiyf;fofk 

jenitajenita283@gmail.com 

tl,yq;ifapy; INuhg;gpa Nkyhjpf;fj;ij ,d;Wk; epidTf;$Wk; tifapy; gy;NtW 
tifahd fyhrhu kuGupik mk;rq;fs;; fhzg;gLfpd;wd. mtw;Ws; Nfhl;ilfs;> 
ntspr;r tPLfs;> Njthyaq;fs;> ghlrhiyfs; vd;gd Fwpg;gplj;jf;fit. ,tw;Ws; 
aho;Nfhl;ilahdJ ,yq;ifapy; fhzg;gLk; kpfg;ngupa Nfhl;ilfspy; ,uz;lhtJ 
Nfhl;ilahfTk; aho;g;ghz efUf;F mz;ikapy; mike;Js;sJk;  aho;g;ghzj;jpd; 
fyhrhu tuyhw;Wf;fhd  milahs rpd;dkhfTk; fhzg;gLfpd;wJ. aho;g;ghzf; 
Nfhl;il mjd; tuyhw;Wg; ngUik> jdpj;Jtkhd fl;blf;fiy kw;Wk; fyhr;rhu 
gd;Kfj;jd;ik tha;e;j ,lkhf tpsq;FtNjhL aho;g;ghzj;jpd; fyhr;rhu Rw;Wyh 
tiuglj;jpy; Kf;fpakhd ,lj;ijg; ngw;Ws;sJ. tl,yq;ifapy; fpl;lj;jl;l 400 
tUlfhykhf epytpa fhydpj;Jt Nkyhjpf;fj;jpd; milahs rpd;dkhfTk; fyhrhu 
Rw;Wyh gazpfspd; tUifia <u;f;Fk; Kf;fpa kuGupik rpd;dkhfTk; ,f;Nfhl;il 
fhzg;gLfpd;wJ. aho;f;Nfhl;ilahdJ Nghu;j;JNfaupd; Ml;rpf;fhyj;jpy; rJu tbtpy; 
mikf;fg;gl;L gpd;du; xy;yhe;ju; Ml;rpf;fhyj;jpy; Iq;Nfhz tbtpy; mikf;fg;gl;l 
el;rj;jpu tbtpy; mike;j Nfhl;ilahFk;. jw;NghJ ,e;j Nfhl;ilahdJ njhy;ypay;; 
jpizf;fsj;jpd; fPo; ghJfhf;fg;gl;L tUtNjhL ,jDila epjp epu;thf 
nraw;ghLfs; kw;Wk; Rw;Wyh rhu; eltbf;iffs; midj;Jk; kj;jpa fyhrhu 
epjpaj;jpdhy; Nkw;nfhs;sg;gLfpd;wJ. fhydpj;Jtf;fhy kuGupik vd;gjhy; ,jid 
ghu;itapl tUk; ntspehl;L Rw;Wyh gazpfspd; vz;zpf;if mjpfkhf cs;sJ. 
Rdhkp> cs;ehl;L Aj;jk; vd;gd ,f;Nfhl;ilapd; fyhrhu Rw;Wyhj;Jiwapid kpf 
Nkhrkhf ghjpj;jpUe;jJ. vdpDk; 2009 Mk; Mz;bw;F gpwF epytpa rkhjhd R+oy; 
kPz;Lk; Rw;Wyhj;Jiwapid tsu;r;rp ghijapy; ,l;Lr;nrd;Ws;sJ. 2010 - 2014 Mk; 
Mz;L tiuahd fhyg;gFjpfspy; aho;;Nfhl;ilapy; ,lk;ngw;w njhy;ypay; Ma;Tfs;; 
%yk; tl,yq;if Vida ehLfSld; nfhz;bUe;j murpay; tu;j;jf njhlu;Gfs; 
ntspf;nfhz;L tug;gl;lNjhL mj;njhy;nghUs; vr;rq;fs; mq;Fs;s 
mUq;fhl;rpafj;jpy; fhl;rpg;gLj;jg;gl;Ls;sd. aho;Nfhl;ilahdJ rkfhyj;jpy; 
fyhrhu Rw;Wyhit tsu;r;rpg;ngw nra;tjpy; gy;NtW rthy;fis vjpu;Nehf;fp 
tUfpd;wJ. Fwpg;ghf kuGupik rpd;dq;fs; gw;wpa tpopg;Gzu;tpd;ik fhuzkhf rpy 
Rw;Wyhg; gazpfs; epidTr; rpd;dq;fis Nrjg;gLj;JtJ> mjd; Nky; Vwp elg;gJ 
kw;Wk; mku;tJ Nghd;w nraw;ghLfis nra;J tUfpd;wdu;. fly; fhw;wpd; %yk; 
fl;llq;fspd; Nrjk>; njUNthuj;jpy; fhzg;gLk; rpw;Wz;b filfspd; neupry>; 
nghJkf;fs; Fg;ig NghLjy>; Nghijg;nghUs; ghtid kuGupikfis jpUlTk; 
Nrjg;gLj;jTk; mjpfkhd tha;g;G fhzg;gLfpd;wik Nghd;w gpur;rpidfs; 
fhzg;gLfpd;wd. ,jd; gpd;dzpapy; ,t;tha;thdJ aho;Nfhl;ilapy; fyhrhu 
Rw;WyhTf;fhd tsq;fs; kw;Wk; tha;g;Gf;fis kjpg;gPL nra;J mjd; jdpj;Jtkhd 
fyhrhu milahsq;fis ntspf;nfhz;Lte;J epiyg;Ngz; Rw;Wyh tsu;r;rpia 
cWjp nra;tjw;fhd topKiwfis fz;lwpjiy gpujhd Nehf;fkhf nfhz;Ls;sJ. 
Neu;fhzy;fs;> fsMa;T> tpdhf;nfhj;J Kiwfs; %yk; fpilj;j Kjd;ik 
juTfisAk; ,yf;fpaq;fs;> Ma;T fl;Liufs; khfhz kw;Wk; khtl;l Gs;sp 
tpguf;ifNaL Nghd;w ,uz;lhk; epiyj; juTfisAk; xg;gpl;L Muha;tjd; Clhf 
,t;tha;T fyg;G Kiwapy; Nkw;nfhs;sg;glTs;sJ. ,q;F fhzg;gLk; 
epidTr;rpd;dq;fs;> mUq;fhl;rpafq;fs; ,f;Nfhl;ilapd; fyhrhug; 
gd;Kfj;jd;ikia giwrhw;Wfpd;wd. vdNt aho;Nfhl;ilapy; Rw;Wyhj;Jiw 
mgptpUj;jp njhlu;ghd Kaw;rpfis Nkw;nfhs;tjhdJ vjpu;fhyj;jpy; mNefkhd 
Rw;Wyhg; gazpfis <u;g;gjw;F toptFf;Fk;. NkYk; aho;Nfhl;ilapy;  fyhrhu 
Rw;Wyhtpid mgptpUj;jp nra;tjpy; fhzg;gLk; rthy;fis fz;lwpe;J mjid 
rpwg;ghd Kiwapy; ifahs;tjd; %yk; ,k;ikaj;ij etPdkag;gLj;jg;gl;l fyhrhu 
Rw;Wyh gpuNjrkhf khw;w KbtJld; mjpf me;epa nryhtzpiaAk; ngw;Wf;nfhs;s 
tha;g;ghf mikAk;.. 
 
jpwTr; nrhw;fs;: aho;g;ghzf;Nfhl;il> fyhrhu Rw;Wyh> mgptpUj;jp> tl ,yq;if> 

kuGupik   

mailto:jenitajenita283@gmail.com
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[English Translation]  

Contemporary Cultural Tourism in Jaffna Fort 
 

Ramalingam Jenita 
Department of History, University of Jaffna 

Sri Lanka’s strategic location and status as an island have historically attracted 
numerous invaders and colonizers, making it a focal point of cultural interactions 
for centuries. Northern Sri Lanka, encompassing the districts of Jaffna, Vavuniya, 
Mullaitivu, Kilinochchi, and Mannar, has a continuous history spanning over 2,600 
years. The arrival of South Indians and European powers, Portuguese, Dutch, and 
British, significantly transformed the region’s Tamil culture, leaving behind a 
wealth of tangible and intangible heritage that continues to reflect colonial 
influence. These include forts, lighthouses, churches, and schools, many of which 
now serve as cultural tourism sites. A prominent example is Jaffna Fort, the second-
largest fort in Sri Lanka, situated near Jaffna city. It stands as a symbol of the region’s 
cultural history, colonial rule, architectural uniqueness, and cultural diversity. 
Originally constructed by the Portuguese as a square fort, it was later modified into 
a star-shaped, pentagonal design during Dutch rule. Today, it is protected as an 
archaeological monument under the Department of Archaeology, with management 
and tourism operations overseen by the Central Cultural Fund. Its colonial heritage 
continues to attract significant numbers of foreign tourists. However, the fort’s 
cultural tourism has faced challenges, particularly due to the 2004 tsunami and the 
civil war from 1983 to 2009, which severely impacted the tourism industry. The 
post-2009 peaceful environment has facilitated a revival in tourism, supported by 
archaeological surveys and excavations that have uncovered artefacts displayed in 
the Jaffna Fort Museum. Despite this, ongoing challenges include damage to 
monuments from uninformed tourists, environmental wear from sea air, public 
misuse, street vendors, littering, theft, and inadequate security. This study aims to 
evaluate Jaffna Fort’s cultural tourism resources and opportunities, highlighting its 
unique heritage while identifying strategies for sustainable development. A mixed-
method research approach, including interviews, field research, questionnaires, 
and secondary literature and statistical data, will be employed. By addressing the 
challenges and leveraging the fort’s Portuguese and Dutch-era monuments and 
museums, the study seeks to modernize Jaffna Fort as a cultural tourism center, 
enhance its global appeal, and increase potential foreign exchange earnings, 
ensuring its long-term preservation and significance. 
 

Keywords: Jaffna fort, Cultural Tourism, Development, Northern Sri Lanka, 

Heritage 
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Reflection of Tourism Destination Image through Online 
Reviews: A Netnographic Approach to UNESCO World 

Heritage Site of Rangiri Dambulla Cave Temple, Sri Lanka 
 

Indrachapa Weerasinghe* and A.A.H. Pamalka 
University of Kelaniya 

chapaw@kln.ac.lk 

Tourism Destination Image (TDI) is conceptualised through three components: 
cognitive, affective, and conative. Tourists’ impressions play a vital role in shaping 
destination image within the tourism sector. In today’s digital era, user-generated 
content (UGC) provides deeper insights into visitor perceptions, as travellers widely 
share experiences through online platforms and social media. TripAdvisor, one of 
the most popular and globally recognised travel websites, offers authentic reviews 
reflecting visitor experiences. This study aims to examine how the image of the 
UNESCO World Heritage Site, Rangiri Dambulla Cave Temple in Sri Lanka, is 
reflected through online reviews. The study was guided by two objectives: (i) to 
determine tourists’ perspectives of visit experiences at Dambulla Cave Temple 
under the three TDI components, and (ii) to identify negatively addressed elements 
in each component. A qualitative Netnography approach was used, with individual 
online reviews as the unit of analysis. Out of 6,902 reviews recorded under the 
filtering terms, ‘Dambulla Cave Temple’ and ‘Golden Temple of Dambulla’ by August 
2025, 150 detailed English-language reviews (January 2024-August 2025) were 
selected through convenience sampling until thematic saturation. Data was coded 
and analysed using the open-source software “Taguette”, based on the deductive 
approach in thematic analysis. The results of the study reveal that the Rangiri 
Dambulla Cave Temple has received both positive and negative online reviews on 
three TDI components. The visitors have been immensely impressed by the 
cognitive components of the site, including its cultural and historical attributes 
(heritage aspects, carvings, paintings, and statues) and natural attributes (scenic 
beauty and caves). TDI has been negatively affected by the cognitive elements of 
physical attributes (heritage and visitor management approaches, visitor facilities). 
The reflection of positive thoughts and emotions, reinforced by the religious 
atmosphere and the historical prestige of the site, reveals that visitors’ affective 
level is at a considerably satisfactory level. Due to the complications in site 
management, the visitors’ overall conative image of revisit intention was very poor, 
while recommendations were at a neutral level. The study provides novel insights 
for authorities in heritage site management to prioritise enhancing the quality of 
the visit experience, thereby ensuring the prestigious reputation of this UNESCO 
World Heritage Site. 
 

Keywords: Destination image, Netnographic approach, Online reviews, Rangiri 

Dambulla Cave Temple, Tourists, 
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Cultural Tourism with Special Reference to the  
Conservation and Adaptive Re-use of Garumuni Walawwa as 

a Semi-Luxury Boutique Hotel 
 

M. Chinthana Piyadigama 
cpiyadigama@gmail.com 

Heritage management and cultural tourism provide valuable opportunities to 
conserve historic properties while fostering sustainable socio-economic 
development. This paper proposes the conservation and adaptive reuse of the 
Garumuni Walawwa, a heritage bungalow of architectural and historical 
significance in Balapitiya, Southern Sri Lanka, as the focal point of a cultural tourism 
initiative. This walawwa embodies the architectural identity and socio-cultural 
heritage of Southern Sri Lanka. As with many walawwas, it reflects the prominence 
of elite families within the colonial and early post-colonial eras, encapsulating both 
tangible and intangible heritage values. However, without purposeful conservation 
and adaptive reuse, such structures are at risk of neglect and eventual deterioration. 
The project envisions the Garumuni Walawwa as both a preserved cultural 
landmark and a functioning semi-luxury boutique hotel. The conservation plan 
emphasizes the objectives: ensure long-term financial sustainability and heritage 
stewardship; to conserve and restore the architectural and historical value of the 
heritage bungalow; to repurpose the bungalow as a semi-luxury boutique hotel with 
necessary value additions; to create employment and entrepreneurial 
opportunities for the local community; and to contribute to cultural preservation 
and responsible rural tourism. The Method of Conservation of the Main Building 
includes: retention of the original architectural features, spatial organization, and 
material integrity by implementing minimum intervention; display of preserved 
period furniture, rare photographs, and artefacts associated with the life and legacy 
of its original owners; and use of interpretive storytelling techniques to immerse 
visitors in the socio-historical context of the bungalow. It emphasises the Adaptive 
Reuse for Cultural Tourism through Sensitive conservation with minimum 
intervention in guest rooms and supporting infrastructure in a manner that 
respects the architectural vocabulary of the heritage property. Design interventions 
that harmonize with the site’s historic character, ensuring that modern comforts do 
not compromise heritage values but enhance the quality and correct ambience. 
Development of curated cultural experiences, including guided tours, traditional 
cuisine, and community-based craft demonstrations. This project seeks to establish 
itself as a living heritage destination, where cultural preservation and hospitality 
coexist. It concludes the conservation and adaptive reuse of Garumuni Walawwa 
represents more than a preservation effort, it embodies a vision for cultural tourism 
that balances heritage conservation with modern utility. As a semi-luxury boutique 
hotel, the walawwa will not only retain its historic identity but also create 

meaningful cultural and economic value for future generations. 
 

Keywords: Adaptie Reuse, Cultural tourism, Heritage Conservation, Garumuni 
Walawwa   
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hdmyqj rdcOdksfha iufha hdmyqj m¾j;h wdY%s; ixialD;sl  
N+-o¾Ykh ms<snoj wOHhkhla 

 

ta'tõ'tï'fÊ' ufyaIa1*" whs'wd¾'tka'ví' nKAvdr" ta't,a'î'tï' wurisxy2"  
fla'fla'mS'tï' ch;s,l 

1mqrdúoHd mYApd;a Wmdê wdh;kh" le,Ksh úYAjúoHd,h"  
2uOHu ixialD;sl wruqo," hdmyqj jHdmD;sh 

jmathapaththu@gmail.com 

Y%S ,xldfõ uOHld,Sk rdcOdkshla jk hdmyqj rdcOdksh msysgd ;sfnkafka 
l=reKE., Èia;%slalfha uyj m%dfoaYsh f,alï fldÜgdifhah' hdmyqj m¾j;h 
wdY%s;j oekg isÿ lr we;s mqrdúoHd m¾fhaIKj,ska y÷kdf.k we;s idOlj,g 
wkqj hdmyqfõ b;sydih m%d.a ft;sydisl wjêh olajd Èjhk njg y÷kdf.k 
we;' oekg y÷kdf.k we;s mqrdúoHd idOl weiqfrka j¾;udk N+ o¾Ykfhka 
hdmyqj rdcOdks iufha N+ o¾Ykh fjkia jkafka flfiao hkak wOHhkh lsßu 
fuu m¾fhaIKfha m%Odk  wruqK fõ' hdmyq rdcOdks iufha § hdmyqj m¾j;h 
yd ta wdY%s; N+ o¾Ykh mej;sfha flf,il o hkak fuys m¾fhaIK .eg¿j fõ' 
m¾fhaIK l%ufõoh f,i wod, o;a; /ia lsßu ioyd flaIa;% .fõIKh iy 
mqia;ld, .fõIKh isÿ lrk ,È' tysÈ lafIa;% .fõIKh u.ska N+ o¾YKh 
wdY%s; o;a; y÷kd.ekqKq w;r mqia;ld, .fõIKh u.ska ft;sydisl miqìu;a" 
mqrdúoHd m¾fhaIK jd¾;d u.ska mqrdúoHd m¾fhaIK f;dr;=re;a .fõIKh 
lrk ,È' tys§ ,nd.;a o;a; N+ f.da,sh f;dr;=re moaO;sh yryd w¾: ksrEmKh 
lrk ,§' hdmyqj m¾j;fha ngysr nEjqfï rdcOdks iuhg wh;a mqrdúoHd idOl 
oel.; yel' tys we;=¿ k.rh iy msg k.rh jYfhka m%Odk fldgia folls' 
m¾j;hg hdfjk fia wYaj ,dvul yevhg msg Èh w.,;a" msg mjqr;a we;=,;a 
N+ñh msg k.rh f,i yeÈkaúh yel' fuu fldgi we;=¿ k.rhg jvd úYd, 
jqjo oajdr uKavm ;=k yer fjk;a mqrdúoHd;aul iaudrl y÷kd.; fkdyel' 
hdmyqj rdcOdksfha oel.; yels l=vd f.dvke.s,s lsysmhl kgnqka oel.; 
yelsjkafka fuu we;=¿ k.rfhah' we;=¨ k.rhg msúfikakg we;af;a oajdr 
folla muKs' hdmyqj rdcOdksfha msg; k.rfha ol=Kq fodrgqjg hdnoj hdmyqj 
rdcOdks iuhg wh;a jejl kgnqka oel.; yel' oekg kgnqkaj we;s fuu jeõ 
neïu ueÈka hdmyqj-.,agexjej udar.h Èj hhs' fudkr lkafoa isg hdmyqj 
m¾j;h olajd 700m muK È. jeõ neïu;a" msgjdk;a" r<mkdj;a oel.; yel' 
ta wkqj fuu jeõ neïfï Wi 7m fõ' jefõ wNHka;r m%foaYh yd tys iSudj 
fN!;slj y÷kd.; fkdyels jkafka tys mer‚ N+ o¾Ykh" kj N+ o¾Ykhla 
njg fmr,S we;s ksidh' j.d ìï yd l=vd jeõ f,i fuu N+ o¾Ykh fjkiaj 
we;' fuu idOlhka wOHhkh lsÍfuka j¾;udk N+ñ o¾Ykh ;=<ska w;S; 
hdmyqj rdcOdks iufha hdmyqj m¾j;h wdY%s; ixialD;sl N+ o¾Ykh 
y÷kd.ekSug yels fõ'   
 

uqLH mo( hdmyqj rdcOdksh" mer‚ N+ o¾Ykh" N+f.da,Sh f;dr;=re 
moaO;sh  
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[English Translation]  

A Study of the Cultural landscape around Yapahuwa rock 
during the Yapahuwa Kingdom  

 

A.V.M.J. Mahesh1, I.R.N.W. Bandara, A.L.B.M. Amarasinghe2,  
K.K.P.M. Jayathilaka 

1Postgraduate Institute of Archaeology, University of Kelaniya 
2Wayamba Project, Central Cultural Fund 

Yapahuwa, a medieval kingdom in Sri Lanka, is located in the Mahawa Divisional 
Secretariat Division of the Kurunegala District. Based on the evidence identified 
from the archaeological research conducted so far around Yapahuwa rock, the 
history of Yapahuwa has been identified to date back to prehistoric times. The main 
objective of this research is to study how the landscape during the Yapahuwa 
Kingdom period differs from the current landscape using the currently identified 
archaeological evidence. The research question here is how the Yapahuwa rock and 
its associated landscape existed during the Yapahuwa Kingdom period. Field 
research and library research were conducted as the research methodology to 
collect relevant data. In this, data related to the landscape were identified through 
field research, while the historical background was explored through library 
research, and archaeological research information was explored through 
archaeological research reports. The data obtained there was interpreted through 
the Geographic Information System. Archaeological evidence belonging to the 
Kingdom period can be seen on the western slope of Yapahuwa rock. It has two main 
parts, the inner city and the outer city. The area that includes the outer moat and 
outer wall in the shape of a horseshoe, leading to the rock, can be called the outer 
city. Although this part is larger than the inner city, no other archaeological 
monuments can be identified except for the three gate pavilions. This inner city 
contains the ruins of several small buildings that were once part of the Yapahuwa 
Kingdom. There are only two gates to enter the inner city. The ruins of a tank 
belonging to the Yapahuwa Kingdom period can be seen next to the southern gate 
of the outer city of the Yapahuwa Kingdom. The Yapahuwa-Galtamweva road runs 
through the middle of this tank wall, which is currently in ruins. The tank wall, 
minor spill (pitawana) and rip-rap (ralapana), which is about 700 feet long, can be 
seen from Monarakanda to Yapahuwa Rock. Accordingly, the height of this tank wall 
is 7 feet. The inner area of the lake and its boundary cannot be physically identified 
because its old landscape has been transformed into a new landscape, which has 
become cultivated fields and small lakes. By studying these factors, it is possible to 
identify the cultural landscape associated with the Yapahuwa Parvata during the 
past Yapahuwa Kingdom through the present landscape. 
 

Keywords: Yapahuwa Kingdom, ancient landscape, Geographic Information 
System  
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From Fortress to Cultural Destination:  
Cultural Tourism through Multi-layered Military Heritage 

 

Chamikara Pilapitiya 
ICOFORT/ ICOMOS Sri Lanka 

historypila@gmail.com 

Sri Lanka’s World Heritage Site of Galle Fort is one of South Asia’s foremost cultural 
tourism destinations, reflecting centuries of colonial history and maritime 
significance. In 2021, the Strategic Cities Development Project (SCDP), implemented 
on behalf of the Department of Archaeology and the Galle Heritage Foundation with 
World Bank support (Credit No. Cr. 5428 LK), undertook rehabilitation, 
conservation, landscaping, and interpretive development. This program 
safeguarded military and architectural structures while enhancing visitor 
engagement through lighting, interpretive displays, and the systematic 
presentation of underground gunpowder magazines and bunkers transforming 
Galle Fort from a preserved fortress into a cultural destination.  Galle’s strategic 
location on Indian Ocean trade routes made it a stronghold for Portuguese, Dutch, 
and British powers. Fortifications evolved into complex defenses integrating 
military architecture and artillery. The SCDP project, directed by Dr. Nilan Cooray, 
uncovered Portuguese casemates, a Dutch flagstaff base, the first British lighthouse 
foundation, and World War II defenses. Evidence of a pre-colonial redout expanded 
the narrative beyond colonial occupation. These discoveries deepen understanding 
of Galle’s multi-layered heritage while enriching its tourism value. Research 
Objectives: [1] Analyze the evolution of military history, artillery, and fortifications 
across successive regimes [2] Recreate underground magazines with replicas of 
figures, armaments, and weaponry for visitor trails [3] Publish research to support 
cultural tourism [4] Explore the balance between preservation and tourism in 
sustaining World Heritage status. Archival research, conservation, and 
archaeological surveys were combined with field documentation. Structural 
findings were integrated into interpretive programs supported by maps, drawings, 
and photographs. The project identified: A possible pre-colonial redoubt, 
Portuguese casemates, Dutch defensive expansions, British ammunition bunkers & 
World War II defenses and A continuous military narrative from the pre-colonial 
era to 1943. The discoveries reveal Galle Fort’s layered military heritage, now 
transformed into immersive interpretive environments. By linking preservation 
with tourism, the Fort emerges as a dynamic cultural destination where 
conservation, storytelling, and sustainable tourism converge. 
 

Keywords: Galle Fort, Cultural Tourism, Sustainable Tourism Development, 
Military Heritage, Heritage Conservation 
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Session VII (Room B) 

Theme:  

Sustainable Approaches to  

Cultural Heritage Conservation and 

Management 

Chair:  

Prof. D.P. Chandrasekera 

 

 

 

Prof. D.P. Chandrasekera is a distinguished academic affiliated with the 

University of Moratuwa and a Chartered Architect with extensive experience 

in architectural education and heritage conservation. Over the years, he has held 

several key academic and administrative positions, including Director of the 

Postgraduate Programme in Architectural Conservation, Head of the 

Department of Architecture, and Dean of the Faculty of Architecture. He 

currently serves as the Deputy Vice-Chancellor of the University of Moratuwa. 

Prof. Chandrasekara has made significant scholarly contributions through 

numerous publications in peer-reviewed journals, focusing on heritage 

management, settlement development, and the social dimensions of architecture. 

His research reflects a deep commitment to understanding and preserving Sri 

Lanka’s architectural and cultural heritage. He is also the author and co-author 

of several important books, such as Heritage Buildings of Sri Lanka, 

Fortifications along the Kelani River, The Tampita Viharas of Sri Lanka: 

Elevated Image-Houses in Buddhist Architecture, and Architectural Remains 

at Polonnaruwa Inner City. Beyond academia, Prof. Chandrasekara plays a vital 

role in heritage preservation at the national level as a Trustee and the current 

Vice President of the National Trust-Sri Lanka, contributing actively to 

safeguarding the country’s cultural and architectural legacy. 
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The Role of Aesthetic value in Cultural Heritage Conservation: 
A Case Study of Sigiriya, Sri Lanka 

 

K.H.E Gunasingha 
PGIHS, University of Peradeniya 
gunasinghak.h.e18@gmail.com 

Sigiriya, the 5th-century UNESCO World Heritage Site built by King Kashyapa, 
stands as one of the most remarkable expressions of artistic, architectural, and 
environmental integration in Sri Lanka. Renowned for its visual grandeur and 
harmonious design, Sigiriya reflects an advanced understanding of landscape 
aesthetics and cultural symbolism. Despite its prominence in archaeological and 
historical research, the site’s aesthetic significance remains underexplored in 
heritage conservation discourse. This study addresses that gap by examining how 
aesthetic value contributes to the preservation, interpretation, and sustainable 
management of Sigiriya as a living cultural landscape. Employing a qualitative, 
interdisciplinary approach, the research integrates field observations, 
photographic documentation, and visitor perception surveys with secondary 
sources such as art-historical studies, conservation reports, and ancient chronicles. 
Through this synthesis, the study analyzes Sigiriya’s visual harmony, spatial order, 
and artistic expression, highlighting their role in shaping visitor experience and 
collective cultural identity. Comparative evaluation with global heritage sites, 
including Machu Picchu, Angkor Wat, and the Ajanta Caves, positions Sigiriya within 
an emerging framework of aesthetic-centered heritage conservation, which values 
emotional and symbolic resonance alongside material authenticity. The findings 
demonstrate that Sigiriya’s beauty lies not only in its physical form but also in its 
capacity to evoke profound emotional responses. Its symmetrical water gardens, 
organically arranged boulder gardens, celestial frescoes of Apsaras, and panoramic 
summit views together create a sensory and spiritual journey that deepens cultural 
appreciation and pride. Recognizing these experiential qualities as central to its 
heritage value broadens the scope of conservation practice from mere structural 
preservation to a more holistic approach. The study concludes that integrating 
aesthetic and experiential dimensions into conservation strategies is vital for 
sustaining the cultural vitality and interpretive richness of heritage sites like 
Sigiriya, encouraging inclusive public engagement, supporting sustainable tourism, 
and ensuring that Sri Lanka’s artistic legacy continues to inspire and connect future 
generations. 
 

Keywords: Aesthetic Value, Cultural Heritage, Experiential Integrity, Heritage 
Conservation, Sigiriya, Visual Experience 
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ìx.sßh foaj.sß úydrfha zgeïmsg máud>rZ jdia;= úoHd;aul 
ixrlaIKh 

 

kdro udrisxy*1" ã' ;=is; fukaäia2" tï'Ô' r;akmd,1 iy iq.;a úl%uisxy1 
1mqrdúoHd fomd¾;fïka;=j" 2Y%S ,xld rcrg úYajúoHd,h  

archnarada@gmail.com 

l=reKE., Èia;%slalfha ìx.sßh m%dfoaYSh f,alï fldÜGdihg wh;a foaj.sß 
úydrfha geïmsg m%;sud>rh furg úYd,;u geïmsg m%;sud>rh f,i 
y÷kd.efka' uykqjr hq.fha lS¾;s Y%S rdcisxy rcq iuhg wh;a fuu geïmsg 
iaudrlh wä 7 la muK Wi .,a l=¿Kq 24 lska wdOdrl lr we;s wÕ,a 11 X 9 
la muK Wi ,S nd,al yria rgd ,S rduqjla u; ms<sfj<ska È.ska yd m<,ska wä 
41 X 28 la iy Wi wä 32lska hq;= m%;sud .Dyhlska iukaú; fõ' m%;sud .Dyfha 
ì;a;s ueá nodufhka jßÉÑ l%uhg bÈlr yqKq noduj,ska lmrdre lr we;' 
ld,h;a iu. jHqyfha mej;s ÿ¾j,;d u; Bg wh;a .eg¨ y÷kdf.k 
f.dvke.s,af,a ixrlaIKh iy;sl lsÍu i|yd m<uqj w.hka y÷kd.kakd ,§' 
fuu m%;sud>rfha Ndjd;aul" ixialD;sluh yd Ndú;duh w.hka y÷kdf.k Bg 
wkqj ixrlaIKfha bÈß mshjr fhdackd úh' uQ,sl jYfhka mdßißl yd 
foaY.=‚l ;;a;ajhka fukau fN!;sl" Ôj úoHd;aul iy ridhksl idOlj, 
n,mEu m%;sud>rfha úkdYhg fya;= ù we;' jir 295l mer‚ jHqyh bÈlsÍfï 
§ Ndú; oej f;;ukh yd wd¾ø;djh ksid ±ä n,mEug ,laj we;' tys 
m%;sM,hla f,i mrd," nd,al iy ,S l=¿Kqj,g ie,lsh hq;= ydkshla isÿù we;s 
w;r m%Odk jYfhka oej ÿ¾j¾K ùu fuka u ±j u; È,Sr ;ekam;= j¾Okh ù 
;sfí' Ôj úoHd;aul f,i fõhkaf.a l%shdldß;ajh nd,al iy jßÉÑ ì;a;sj,g 
oeä f,i n,md we;' fuu m%;sud>rh i|yd ixrlaIK ueÈy;aùï uÜgï 
lsysmhla y÷kdf.k we;' ;jÿrg;a Èrdm;aùu je<elaùu" Yla;su;a lsÍu" 
wdrlaId lsÍu" m%;sixialrKh" udÈ,s ilialsÍu iy mqkre;a:dmkh lsÍu ta w;r 
m%Odk fõ' oej ks¾udK úkdYùug odhl jk m%Odk mdßißl idOl jk jeis 
iy msksj,ska isÿjk ydksh wju lsÍu i|yd iaÓr jy, wdjrKhla ia:dmkh 
lsÍug kshñ;h' Bg wu;rj ft;sydisl ì;=is;=jï" ±j nd,al iy wfkl=;a ±j 
ks¾ñ; wdrlaId lsÍu i|yd ridhksl m%;sldr fhdackd flf¾' Yla;su;a lsÍfï 
§ fõhka iy wfkl=;a lDóka ksid we;s jk ,S nd,al iy f.ìu úkdYùu 
md,kh lsÍu i|yd lDñkdYl fh§ï isÿ lrkq ,efí' ;jÿrg;a Ôj úoHd;aul 
ydksj,g tfrysj oej Yla;su;a lsÍu i|yd wdrlaIs; wdf,amk o fhdokq ,efí' 
mq¿,a ixrlaIK Wmdh ud¾.h ;=< uq,a øjHj, i;H;dj r|jd .ekSu i|yd ,S 
nd,al" rduq iy l=¿Kq wju ueÈy;aùulska ixrlaIKh l< hq;=h' ;j o levqKq 
.,a lKq u, fkdnefok jdfkaj,ska iy wr,avhsÜ ue,shñka Yla;su;a lr 
ia:djr lrkq ,efí' ta wkqj fuu ish¨ ueÈy;aùï iaudrlfha jHqyd;aul iy 
l,d;aul wLKav;dj wdrlaId lsÍu wruqKq lr f.k isÿ lrkq we; 
 

uqLH mo( wNh.sßh" f.dvke.s,s fodrgq" c, Ndckh" kef.kysr fmdl=K 
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[English Translation]  

Architectural Conservation of Tampita Patimaghara in 
Devagiri Vihara, Bingiriya  

 

Narada Marasinghe1*, D. Thusitha Mendis2, M.G. Rathnapala1,  
Sugath Wikramasinghe1 

1Department of Archaeology | 2Rajarata University of Sri Lanka 

The largest Tampita Patimaghara in Sri Lanka is situated at Devagiri Viharaya, in 
Bingiriya Divisional Secretariat of Kurunegala District. This monument, constructed 
during the reign of King Kirthi Sri Rajasinghe in the Kandyan period, measures 41 
feet in length, 28 feet in width, and 32 feet in height. It is supported by 24 stone 
pillars. The structure is subjected to deterioration due to various time-related 
factors. Consequently, these issues have been identified, and conservation 
measures have been undertaken to ensure the preservation of the temple. In 
assessing the values associated with the Bingiriya Patimaghara, a range of 
categories can be identified. Within emotional values, the monument embodies 
spiritual, perpetuate, and continuity significance. Under cultural values, it 
demonstrates documentary, archaeological, architectural, aesthetic, scientific, and 
technological importance. In terms of applied values, the site reflects both social and 
sacred dimensions. It has been observed that a combination of environmental and 
climatic conditions, as well as physical, biological, and chemical factors, has 
contributed to the deterioration of the Patimaghara. The timber used in the 
construction of this 295-year-old structure has been particularly vulnerable to 
moisture and humidity resulting from rainfall. The conservation interventions 
planned for the Bingiriya Patimaghara encompass several levels: Prevention of 
deterioration, Consolidation, Restoration, Preservation, Reproduction, Anastylosis 
and Rehabilitation to prevent further decay and deformation. As part of 
consolidation efforts, insecticidal applications will be carried out to control the 
deterioration of wooden beams and floors caused by termites and other insects. 
Protective coatings will also be applied to strengthen the timber against further 
biological damage. Within the broader conservation strategy, the wooden beams, 
frames, and pillars are to be preserved with minimum intervention so as to retain 
the authenticity of the original fabric. Furthermore, fractured stone pillars are being 
stabilized by binding them with stainless steel and reinforcing them with Araldite 
resins. Collectively, these interventions are aimed at safeguarding the structural 
and artistic integrity of the monument. 
 

Keywords: Tampita Patimaghara, Architectural Conservation, Kandyan Period 
Murals, Timber Deterioration, Heritage Preservation 
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wNh.sß ia;+mfha kef.kysr fmdl=K leŒfuka yuqjQ ffY,uh 
c, Ndckh ixrlaIKh lr m%o¾Ykh lsÍfï jeo.;alu 

 

fla'Ô'tÉ' rkaÈl 
wkqrdOmqr jHdmD;sh" uOHu ixialD;sl wruqo, 

hasithrandika1998@gmail.com 

leŒï lr y÷kd.kakd idOl ixialD;sl Wreuhka jYfhka ixrlaIKh lr 
w;S;fha mej;s Ndú; ;;a;ajfhka mj;ajdf.k hdug yelskï th Wreuh 
Ôjudk lsÍuls' pxp, mqrdjia;=jla ixrlaIKh i|yd ueÈy;a ùfï §" tys 
Wmfhda.S;dj wkqj l%shdldß wdldrfhka lafIa;%fha M,odhSu ia:dkhl m%o¾Ykh 
lsÍu jvd jeo.;a fõ' uOHu ixialD;sl wruqof,a wkqrdOmqr wNh.sß jevìfuys 
2025 jif¾ isÿl< kef.kysr fmdl=K leŒu isÿlsÍfï § leŒï N+ñfha 
ksß;È.g jkakg uE;ld,Sk iqkanqka iys; u;=msg ia:rfha § yuqjQ ffY,uh 
c, n÷fka idOl lafIa;%fha u ixrlaIKh lsÍug yd m%o¾Ykh lsÍug ;SrKh 
lrk ,§' fuu mqrdlD;sfha uE;ld,fha ú;eka ùula meyeÈ,sj y÷kd.; yels 
neúka th ksYaÑ; f,i ia:dk.; lsÍu .eg¨ldÍ úh' tneúka ;oY%s;fha yuqjk 
fujeks ffY,uh c, n÷ka yd iei|Sfï § fuu mqrdjia;=fõ Wmfhda.S;dj 
Ôjudk w.hla iys;j m%o¾Ykhg fhduq lsÍfï mshjr ms<sn|j ;=,kd;aulj 
Wreu l<ukdlrejl=f.a oDIáfldaKfhka úuiSu fuu m¾fhaIKh wruqKq fõ' 
wkqrdOmqrh wdY%s;j yuqjk ffY,uh c, Ndck ms<sn| lafIa;% .fõIKhla 
isÿlr Bg wod< m%d:ñl yd oaú;Sl uQ,dY%h mßYS,kh lrk ,§' ;odikakj 
mej;s ffY,uh c, n÷ka tlsfklg fjkia jQ úúO mdIdK j¾." yev" 
m%udKhka fukau Ys,amSh l%uhka o iys;j y÷kd.; yelsúh' tu ffY,uh c, 
Ndckj, mqrdúoHd;aul w.h fmkajd§u iEu lafIa;%hlu isÿlr ;snqK o" th 
ia:dk.; lsÍu fyda m%o¾Ykh lsÍu ms<sn| t;rï wjOdkhla fhduqjQ nj 
y÷kd.; fkdyel' tA ksidu th foia úfoia ixpdrlhdf.a wjOdkh Èkd.ekSug 
iu;a jQ njla fkdfmfka' ffY,uh c, Ndck w;S;fha f.dvke.s,s msúiqï 
fodrgq wi," ia;+m je,s u¿j yd i,m;< u¿j ;=< iq,Nj mej;s w;ru 
úydrN+ñhg msúfik mqoa.,fhl=f.a mdo fodajkh i|yd Ndú; l< ikSmdrlaIK 
Wmdx.hla f,i mej;s nj wjfndaO fõ' fmdl=Kla wi, fujeks c, Ndckhla 
yuqùu by; Wmfhda.S;d wkqj .e<mSu wmyiq fõ' fuu c, Ndckh wNh.sß 
ia;+mfha kef.kysr fodrgqj foig jkakg yuqùu;a" fmdl=Kg ngysßka yuqjk 
uKavm idOl yd .,a neñ idOl;a wkqj th uKavmh yd fodrgqj iuÕ ne£ 
we;s njg wkqudk l< yelsh' ia:djr l< mu‚ka fuu mqrdlD;sh Wreu 
l<ukdlrKh l%shdj,sh ;=< wka;¾.; fkdfõ' fuys Wmfhda.S;dj 
fkdfmkaùfuys m%;sM,h jkafk tAjd li< neyerlrk ia:dkùufka wjidkfha 
ftkaøSh øjH msÍfuka miaj,ska hgù hduls' tneúka fuh mäfm<" i|lvmyK" 
fldrjla., fuka u Ndú; ;;ajfha mj;ajd.; yels kï tys ienE jákdlu 
m%o¾Ykh l< yels fõ' tneúka tys c,h mqrjd ;sîfuka hk ixpdrlhdg tys 
Wmfhda.S;djh jgyd.ekSug bv ie,ish hq;= h' 
 

uqLH mo( wNh.sßh" f.dvke.s,s fodrgq" c, Ndckh" kef.kysr fmdl=K  
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[English Translation]  

The Importance of Preserving and Displaying the  
Stone Water Vessel found at the Excavation site of the  

Eastern Pond of Abhayagiri Stupa  
 

K.G.H. Randika 

Anuradhapura Project, Central Cultural Fund 

The preservation of cultural heritage is most meaningful when artifacts are 
maintained in their original functional context, a concept known as the 
revitalization of living heritage. This approach emphasizes the presentation of 
archaeological objects within their historical setting rather than as isolated exhibits. 
During the 2025 excavation of the Eastern Pond at the Abhayagiriya site, part of the 
Anuradhapura Project of the Central Cultural Fund, a rock-cut water vessel (RWV) 
was uncovered in an upper stratigraphic layer composed of relatively recent debris. 
While the vessel’s archaeological significance was clear, its displacement in later 
periods posed challenges in determining an appropriate placement for meaningful 
conservation and presentation. This study examined the functional role of the RWV 
and explored its association with similar features in the region. Field investigations 
and analysis of primary and secondary sources revealed notable variations in the 
lithic material, form, dimensions, and craftsmanship of RWVs in Anuradhapura. 
Despite recognition of their archaeological importance, little attention has been 
given to their spatial arrangement or interpretive display, limiting their appeal to 
visitors. Historically, RWVs were commonly positioned near entrances to monastic 
buildings, on sand terraces or stone platforms of stupas, and at gateways within 
sacred precincts, primarily serving as facilities for washing feet before entering 
religious structures. The RWV discovered near the Eastern Pond does not directly 
correspond with these traditional functions. However, its proximity to the eastern 
stupa entrance and nearby remains of a hall and stone platform suggests a 
functional relationship with these architectural features. Simply placing the artifact 
at the site without contextual interpretation fails to convey its historical value, often 
resulting in neglect or misuse. Effective heritage management requires preserving 
artifacts in ways that reflect their original function, making their scientific and 
cultural significance evident. For RWVs, this could involve maintaining them filled 
with water, thereby enabling visitors to comprehend their historical utility and 
appreciate their role within the monastic landscape. When artifacts are presented 
within their original archaeological and functional context, they transcend mere 
exhibition, becoming living heritage that actively connects audiences to the cultural 
and historical experiences of the past. 
 

Keywords: Abhayagiriya, Eastern Pond, Rock-cut, Water Vessel  
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fmdf<dkakrefõ wxl 01 Ysj foajd, bÈlsÍï ;dlaIKh iy 
j;auka ixrlaIKh ms<sn| wOHhkh 

 

fla'Ô'ví' ir;a l=udr 
uOHu ixialD;sl wruqo, 

kgwskumara77@gmail.com 

fmdf<dkakre mer‚ k.rh ;=< iqúfYaI jQ fpda< yd m,a,j jdia;= úoHd;aul 
miqìu úoyd olajk iaudrlhla jYfhka wxl 01 Ysj foajd,h y÷kd.; yels h' 
wka;rd,h" .¾N.Dyh" uKavmh hk m%Odk fldgia ;=klska iukaú; fuys 
w,xldr leghï fudaia;r oel.; yels h' iuia; ks¾udKfhys Tmouk ,o 
Ys,d l=Üá Ndú; lr we;' fmdf<dkakre hq.fha § we;s jQ ol=Kq bka§h n,mEu;a 
iuÕ tu l,d Ys,amhkaf.a wdNdih fuu ks¾udKhka ;=<ska úoHdudk fõ' 
w;a;sjdru .s,dnei ì;a;s we,ù Ys,d l=Üá w;r úYd, wjldY ks¾udKh ù 
f.dvke.s,af,a fi!kao¾hd;aul w.h ySk fjñka mej;=Ks' we;ï Ys,d l=Üá 
fmr<S ;snq‚' tksid fuu f.dvke.s,a, ixrlaIKh lsÍu wjYH úh' wiudk 
f,i .s,dneiSu fya;=fjka f.dvke.s,af,a Wmß jHqyh wia:djr ;;a;ajhlg 
m;aj we;' w;S;fha § lsisÿ nkaOk udOHla Ndú;d fkdlr úYd, .,a l=Üáj, 
nr úiska f.dvkef.k iajhx .=re;aj n,fha wdOdrfhka f.dvke.s,af,a 
ia:dhs;dj r|dmej;s neúka ì;a;s jß jYfhka ;sria uÜgï .ekSula fyda jßfhka 
isria iDcqlrKhla ishqï f,i isÿlr fkdue;s ksid;a iajNdúl Ô¾K l%shdj,sh 
ksid u;=msg mDIaGfha we;sù we;s wl%uj;a Ndjh ksid;a mdIdK l=Üá kej; 
iúlsÍfï § ksjerÈ;dj ;yjqre lr.ekSu i|y ishqï ,UlsÍula fyda ;sria uÜgï 
.ekSu jß jYfhka isÿlsÍu wmyiqúh' iïmq¾K f.dvke.s,a, úoHd;aul 
jd¾;dlrKh lsÍu" mer‚ w;a;sjdru .s,dneiSug fya;=j y÷kd.ekSu yd tys 
merKs bÈlsßï ;dlaIKh tf,iu mj;ajd .ksñka Tjqka úiska Ndú; lrk ,o 
bxðfkareuh øjH ixj¾Okd;aul f,i kQ;k bxðfkare úoHdj iu. Ndú; 
lsÍfuka w;a;sjdru Yla;su;a lsÍu ì;a;sj, Ys,d l=Üá kej; ia:dk.; lsÍfï 
§ ;e;ajro l%uh weiqßka tys ksjrÈ ia:dk .;lsÍu y÷kd.ekSu h' fuu 
f.dvke.s,a, ixrlaIK lghq;= i|yd .,a bj;a lsÍfuka wk;=rej wdrïNl 
wjêfha § .fvd,ska ksul, Ysjfoaj,h wjia:d 4l § fjkialï lrñka 
ixj¾Okh lr we;' iïmQ¾Kfhkau l¨.,ska ksujd we;s wjika ks¾udKh wm 
úiska ixrlaIKh lrkq ,nhs' tu wjika wjêhg wh;a f.dvke.s,af,a 
w;a;sjdru háka .,d hk N+.; c, m%jdy iu. w;a;sjdrfï mdxY= fldgia 
we§hdfuka we;sjk ysia wjldY" w;a;sjdru .s,dneiSfï m%Odku idOlh nj 
y÷kd.kakd ,È' tu .eg¨j ksrdlrKh i|yd Geotextile tlla w;a;sjdrfï 
mßêh jgd t,Sfuka w;a;sjdrfï mia wxY= c,m%jdy ksid p,kh ùu wjysr lr 
we;' fuu jHdmD;sh ;=<ska wxl 1 Ysj foajd,fha jHqyd;aul ia:dhs;djh ;yjqre 
úh' tkhska iaudrlfha wdhqld,h yd fi!kao¾hd;aul w.h jeäùfuka wkd.; 
mrmqf¾ Ndú;h i|y iaudrlfha iqrlaIs;Ndjh ;yjqrelrk ,È' 

uqLH mo( fmdf<dkakrej" Ysj foajd," ol=Kq bkaÈhdj" ixrlaIKh  
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[English Translation]  

A Study on the Construction Technology and Current 
Conservation of Siva Devala No. 01 in Polonnaruwa  

 

K.G.W. Sarath Kumara 
Central Cultural Fund 

Siva Devala No. 01 is recognised as a distinctive monument within the ancient city 
of Polonnaruwa, showcasing a unique Chola and Pallava architectural background. 
Composed of three main sections the Antarala (vestibule), the Garbhagruha 
(sanctum), and the Mandapa (hall) the temple features elaborate carving patterns. 
The entire structure consists of polished stone blocks. The South Indian influence 
that emerged during the Polonnaruwa era is clearly visible in the art and 
craftsmanship of this monument. The conservation of this building became 
essential because the foundation had settled, causing the walls to lean and creating 
large gaps between the stone blocks, thus diminishing the aesthetic value of the 
building. Some stone blocks had also toppled over. The building's superstructure 
had become unstable due to unequal settlement of the foundation. In the past, the 
stability of the building relied solely on the self-gravity load of the massive stone 
blocks, as no bonding material was used. Due to this and the irregularity 
(Deformation) on the surface caused by natural decay, it was difficult to ensure 
accuracy when repositioning the stone blocks. Fine-tuning the structure—such as 
achieving precise vertical alignment (plumbing) or horizontal levelling of the 
courses—was challenging. Scientific documentation of the entire building. 
Identifying the cause of the old foundation's settlement (course of settlement). 
Strengthening the foundation using modern engineering science through Adaptive 
Alteration, while maintaining the technological authentication and material 
authentication of the original construction techniques and materials they used. 
Identifying the correct position for the stone blocks during the re-erection of the 
walls by using the trial-and-error method. After removing the stones for 
conservation, it was discovered that the Shiva Devalaya, which was originally 
constructed with bricks, had undergone development and modifications in four 
distinct stages. The final structure, which we are currently conserving, is built 
entirely of black granite. The primary factor causing the foundation settlement in 
this final-stage building was identified: sub-surface water flow beneath the 
foundation was carrying away soil particles, resulting in voids and the subsequent 
settlement of the foundation. To resolve this issue, a Geotextile was laid around the 
periphery of the foundation to prevent the movement of soil particles caused by 
water flow. This project successfully re-established the structural stability of Shiva 
Devalaya No. 01. Consequently, the monument's lifespan and aesthetic value have 
increased, ensuring its preservation for the use of future generations. 
 

Keywords: Chola-Pallava influence, Polonnaruva architecture, Siva devala No.1, 

Stone Conservation, Structural stabilization 
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Preserving Vanishing Memories:  
A Case Study on Community Narratives and the Abandoned 

Townscape of Dedugala, Sri Lanka 
 

Buddisha Weerasuriya1* and Udara Rajapaksha2 
1Department of Archaeology, University of Peradeniya 

2Department of English, BCAS Kandy Campus 

buddisha@arts.pdn.ac.lk 

Human settlement patterns have historically been shaped by subsistence needs. 
From early hominids onward, people have migrated in search of survival, leaving 
behind familiar landscapes but carrying memories that define their sense of place. 
When urban settlements are abandoned, they do not disappear silently; instead, 
they acquire new layers of memory, remembered through nostalgia, attachment, or 
loss. This study examines such an abandoned urban settlement, Dedugala, located 
in the montane region of Sri Lanka’s Kegalle District in the Sabaragamuwa Province. 
Until the 1970s, Dedugala thrived as a prominent urban center and economic hub, 
situated near the plantation sector where Sinhala farmers, Tamil plantation 
workers, and Muslim traders coexisted, creating a culturally plural landscape. Daily 
life in Dedugala revolved around agriculture, animal husbandry, and plantation-
related trade, reflecting the enduring legacy of British Colonial plantation 
economies. However, from the 1970s onward, economic transformations, 
geographical constraints, and population movements led to its gradual decline. 
Many communities relocated to emerging valley towns, while some remained, 
preserving vivid memories of Dedugala’s vibrant past. Methodologically, this 
research adopts a qualitative approach, integrating oral histories, ethnographic 
fieldwork, and participatory observations. The lived experiences of remaining 
residents are documented and analyzed alongside archival sources such as census 
records, economic data, and administrative reports, to uncover the broader 
structural and political contexts of decline. The study reveals how socio-political 
forces, particularly post-independence Sinhalization policies, influenced 
displacement and reshaped local identities. By exploring Dedugala as both a 
physical townscape and a remembered space, the research argues that abandoned 
towns are not merely ruins but living repositories of intangible heritage. Preserving 
the memories of Dedugala’s inhabitants is essential to understanding cultural 
coexistence, social transformation, and political intervention in Sri Lanka’s montane 
regions and to safeguarding community memory from historical erasure. 
 

Keywords: Abandoned townscapes, Cultural memory, Dedugala, Oral histories  
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Revitalizing Living Traditions: Architectural Interventions for 
Sustaining Ambalangoda’s Intangible Cultural Identity 

 

A.A.C. Lakshan* and Rizna Arooz 
General Sir John Kotelawala Defence University, Sri Lanka 

86834aaclakshan@gmail.com 

Ambalangoda, a coastal town in Sri Lanka’s Southern Province, is historically 
recognized for its rich intangible cultural heritage (ICH), mask-making, kolam 
dancing, puppetry (rookada), thovil rituals, and low-country dance. These traditions 
have shaped the town’s identity and attracted cultural tourism for generations. 
However, rapid modernization, cultural homogenization, and declining interest 
among younger generations threaten their continuity. This research investigates 
how architecture can contribute to preserving and revitalizing Ambalangoda’s ICH, 
addressing two critical challenges: the weakening of living traditions and the 
absence of infrastructure tailored to their spatial and social needs. The research 
aimed to develop a framework that sustains Ambalangoda’s cultural identity while 
promoting community-driven tourism. Four objectives guide the research: 1) to 
identify architectural strategies used globally and locally to preserve intangible 
heritage, 2) to assess community perceptions and participation in cultural 
preservation, 3) to analyze the architectural elements that support mask- related 
living traditions, and 4) to propose a sustainable framework integrating tangible 
and intangible heritage. A mixed-method approach was adopted, including 
literature review, field observations, and two rounds of questionnaires targeting 
primary stakeholders (artisans and families in the mask and puppetry industry) and 
secondary stakeholders (cultural tourism personnel), followed by professional 
recommendations. Key findings reveal that two families dominate mask-making, 
where one prioritizing business expansion and profit, while the other advocates for 
preserving the artistic value of the craft, creating economic disparities, and 
discouraging youth participation in the industry. Small- scale artisans lack proper 
platforms and spaces to highlight their craft, advocating for dedicated cultural 
spaces and seasonal events embedded into urban planning. Professionals 
emphasizes that traditions must adapt to contemporary contexts to remain relevant 
and economically viable, while tourists increasingly seek authentic experiences 
rather than staged performances. Consequently, the proposed holistic design 
framework incorporates cultural identity, transmission methods, and community 
engagement, economic and ecological sustainability, and actionable 
implementation strategies. The research underscores architects’ pivotal role in 
sustaining living traditions through adaptive, inclusive, and context-sensitive 
interventions. By integrating tangible and intangible heritage, fostering community 
participation, and aligning development with local cultural rhythms, the framework 
offers a strategic roadmap for revitalizing Ambalangoda’s traditions and enhancing 
cultural tourism. 
 
 

Keywords: Ambalangoda, Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH), Living Traditions, 

Mask & Puppetry Industry, UNESCO 
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bkaÈhka id.rfha fj<| in|;d iy f.dvjdh hd;%dfjka yuqjk 
fj<| øjH 

 

ðkd,s talkdhl1" wu,al úfÊiQßh2" bkaÈl fyajf.a1" iy iór lreKdr;ak1 
1uqyqÿ mqrdúoHd tallh" uOHu ixialD;sl wruqo, 

2b;sydih yd mqrdúoHd wOHhkdxYh" reyqK úYajúoHd,h 

jinaliekanayake88@gmail.com 

Y%S ,xldj uqyqÿ fiao udjf;a m%Odk kej;=ïfmd<la f,i w;S;fha § l%shd;aul 
jQ njg ft;sydisl uQ,dY%h idlaIs orhs' 2008 jif¾ § iuQø mqrdúoHd m¾fhaIK 
u.ska y÷kd.kak ,o f.dvjdh mer‚ hd;%dj furg ft;sydisl iïnkaO;dj, 
jeo.;alu ;yjqre lrk m%Odk;u mqrdúoHd idOlhla fõ' l%s'mQ' fojk ishjig 
wh;a fuu mer‚ fj<| hd;%dj wdishdkq Ydka;slr l,dmfha fuf;la yuqj we;s 
mer‚;u uqyqÿ hd;%dj njg y÷kdf.k we;' ógr 32la .eUqf¾ msysgd we;s fuu 
mqrdúoHd lafIa;%fha leŒï u.ska fidhd.kq ,enQ tu hd;%dfõ /f.k .sh fj<| 
øjH ms<sn| ft;sydisl iy ixialD;sl ikao¾Nh ms<sn|j wOHhkh lsÍu fuu 
m¾fhaIKfha wruqK fõ' hd;%dj wdY%s; leŒu iy m¾fhaIK u.ska u;=lr.;a 
mqrdlD;s iy tlS wjia:djkayS § ,nd.;a ksheÈ wOHhkh fuka u mqrdúoHd;aul 
jd¾;d" ft;sydisl .%ka: fuka u f.dvjdh hd;%dj ms<sn| m%ldYs; m¾fhaIK 
m;%sld we;=¿ m%d:ñl yd oaú;Shsl uQ,dY%h wOHhkh yd úYaf,aIKh u.ska m%;sM, 
bÈßm;a flf¾' c,dY%s; mqrdúoHd m¾fhaIK u.ska 2008 j¾Ifha isg fï olajd 
;U" hlv iy ùÿre l=Üá fj<| øjH f,i fuu hd;%dfõ m%jdykh lr we;s nj 
y÷kd.kakd ,È' úYd, ueá nr‚" úúO m%udKfha ueán÷ka" Ndú; fkdlrk 
,o weUreï.,a iy w;a.,a rdYshla o mn¿ we;=¿ úúO f,day mqrdlD;s wjfYaIhka 
o fidhdf.k we;' fuu weUreï .,a u; kkaÈmdo" Y%S j;aiHh" u;aiH" iajia;sl 
wd§ yskaÿ iy fn!oaO iïNjhla iys; ixfla; fhdod ;sîu ;j;a iqúfYaI;ajhls' 
ta wkqj f.dvjdh hd;%dfjka fidhd.;a fuu mqrdúoHd;aul jákdlulska hq;a 
fj<| øjH Y%S ,xldj iy ol=Kq wdishdj w;S;fha § bkaÈhka id.rfha cd;Hka;r 
fj<|dfï flakaøia:dkhla jQ njg ikd: lrk m%n, idlaIs imhhs' fuu fj<| 
NdKavj, úúO;ajh u.ska Y%S ,xldj cd;Hkaka;r fj<|dfï flakaøSh ia:dkhla 
f,i l%s'mQ' fojk ishjfia isg úfoaYhka iuÕ ióm jd‚c" kdjql yd 
ixialD;sl in|;d mj;ajd we;s nj ;jÿrg;a ;yjqre flf¾' f.dvjdh hd;%dfõ 
;ju;a 10%l muK m%udKhla leŒï lghq;= lr we;s fyhska bÈrsfha § yuqjk 
mqrdúoHd idOl wkd.;fha § ft;sydisl lreKq ;yjqre lsÍfï § úYd, 
jeo.;alula ysñlr.kq we;' fuu m¾fhaIK lghq;= j¾;udk Wreu 
l<ukdlrKh ÿro¾YSj isÿ l< hq;= wdldrh" ixfõ§ mqrdúoHd mßY%hl 
m¾fhaIK" ixrlaIKh iy ck;dj oekqj;a lsÍfï wjYH;djh ms<sn| iÔù 
ixjdohla we;s lrkq ,nhs'. 

uqLH mo: f.dvjdh hd;%dj" uqyqÿ mqrdúoHdj" iuqø fj<odu" fj<| øjH" 
weUreï.,a  

mailto:jinaliekanayake88@gmail.com


 
Beyond Dr. Roland Silva: Charting New Frontiers in Sri Lanka’s Cultural Heritage

 25th & 26th October 2025, Sri Lanka Foundation, Colombo 07, Sri Lanka 

 
 Central Cultural Fund & ICOMOS Sri Lanka 

143 
 

[English Translation]  

Cargo of Connections: Safeguarding the Maritime Heritage of 
the Godawaya Shipwreck Site  

 

Jinali Ekanayeka¹, Amalka Wijesooriya², Indika Hewage¹, and  
Sameera Karunaratne¹ 

¹ Maritime Archaeology Unit, Central Cultural Fund 

² Department of History and Archaeology, University of Ruhuna 

The Godawaya shipwreck, located near the ancient port of Godapavata on Sri 
Lanka’s southern coast, represents the oldest known wooden shipwreck in the Asia-
Pacific region, dating back over 2,100 years. Systematic investigations since 2008 
have revealed its immense archaeological value in understanding early Indian 
Ocean trade, seafaring, and cultural interaction. The aim of this research is to study 
the historical and cultural facts revealed by the excavations of this archaeological 
site, located at a depth of 32 meters, especially the research conducted on the trade 
goods carried on the ship. The research aimed to reconstruct the ship’s economic 
and cultural roles through cargo analysis and to assess how the findings contribute 
to the development of future conservation strategies. Advanced methodologies, 
including underwater excavation, 3D photogrammetry, metallurgical and 
petrographic analyses, and artifact conservation, were applied to systematically 
document and preserve the materials. Findings reveal that the ship carried a diverse 
cargo, including copper and iron ingots, glass ingots, large storage jars, various 
pottery forms, and over 22 stone querns or grinding stones, which have been 
identified as trade goods on this vessel since 2008. This assemblage demonstrates 
a well-organized exchange of raw materials and everyday utilitarian goods across 
the Indian Ocean. Particularly noteworthy are the grinding stones inscribed with 
symbols, believed to indicate trade authentication systems or cultural expressions. 
Provenance analyses suggest these stones originated in South Asia, emphasizing Sri 
Lanka’s function as a key redistribution hub in early maritime trade networks 
during the 1st–2nd century BCE. Despite extensive efforts, less than 10% of the site 
has been excavated, implying that significant portions of the ship and its cargo 
remain unexplored. Continued investigation promises deeper insights into 
shipboard organization, technological expertise, and regional economic systems. 
The Godawaya shipwreck is not only a window into ancient maritime history but 
also a crucial reminder of the importance of sustainable heritage management. 
Protecting this fragile underwater site requires balancing scientific research with 
conservation and public awareness. As both a cultural treasure and a source of 
scholarly knowledge, the Godawaya shipwreck underscores Sri Lanka’s vital role in 
ancient global trade and its responsibility to preserve this legacy for future 
generations. 
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Dr. T. Rathnasiri Premathilake is a Senior Scholar at the Postgraduate 

Institute of Archaeology, University of Kelaniya, Sri Lanka. His research 

focuses primarily on understanding long-term natural and human-induced 

climate and environmental changes in South Asia. In particular, Dr. 

Premathilake's work is of great importance in bringing to fruition the new 

archaeological thoughts put forward by leading figures in the field of 

archaeology, the late Dr Roland Silva and Professor Bandaranaike, and in 

pointing out the multiple lines of evidence that reveal the antiquity of the 

concept of civilization with the emergence of early agriculture in Sri Lanka. Dr. 

Premathilake is committed to developing innovative methodologies and 

generating new knowledge to understand the South Asian paleo-ecological 

context through research networking. He is recognized in the global scientific 

community for his impressive academic record, which has been published in a 

series of Science Citation Index (SCI) journals, international 

conferences/workshops, and scholarly book chapters. Dr. Premathilake plays an 

influential role in international research governance. He currently serves as the 

elected Vice-Chair of the International Quaternary Research Human Biosphere 

Commission (INQUA/HABCOM), where he fosters interdisciplinary 

collaborations on global climate and human-environment studies. His 

commitment to scientific excellence and leadership has made him a leading 

figure in Quaternary Science and Environmental Archaeology in South Asia. 
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The Effect of Climate change on the Heritage tank cascade 
system in the dry zone of Sri Lanka 

 

W.M.S.B. Wanninayake 
Department of Environmental Management, Rajarata University of Sri Lanka 

sisirawanninayake@gmail.com 

Climate change refers to long-term shifts in global or regional climate patterns, 
caused typically by human activities such as fossil fuel burning and deforestation. It 
is one of the most pressing global issues today, disrupting the natural balance and 
posing serious risks to life on Earth. The Tank Cascade System (TCS) of Sri Lanka is 
a traditional irrigation and water management system developed over 2,000 years 
ago in the Dry Zone. Consisting of a series of interconnected small and medium 
tanks arranged along natural drainage paths, each tank captures and stores 
rainwater and runoff from the one above, ensuring water availability for 
agriculture, domestic use, and livestock throughout the year. However, climate 
change now severely affects the TCS, creating environmental and socio-economic 
challenges. This study aims to find the impacts of climate change on the ancient 
heritage tank cascade system in Sri Lanka. The research was based on a review of 
existing literature, including journal articles, books, and relevant reports on TCS 
and climate change. Research highlights that TCS enhances rural livelihoods by 
ensuring food and water security in the Dry Zone. Thousands of interconnected 
tanks capture monsoonal runoff to sustain agriculture, livestock, and domestic use 
during dry seasons, while also recharging groundwater, regulating micro-
catchments, and maintaining biodiversity and ecosystem services. Recognized as a 
cultural heritage, the TCS faces severe challenges from climate change. Irregular 
rainfall patterns/monsoons and prolonged droughts increase crop failure risks. 
Intense rainfall and extreme events have caused tank bund breaches, canal erosion, 
and sediment accumulation, reducing storage capacity. Rising temperatures and 
evapotranspiration further decrease water retention, affecting irrigation and 
livelihood sustainability. Adopting climate change adaptation and management 
measures for the TCS is vital. Maintenance activities such as de-silting and bund 
strengthening at village-level tanks are essential. With farmers reporting yield 
declines, seasonal shifts, and rising input costs, government intervention and policy 
support are necessary to safeguard the TCS and ensure resilience against climate 
change. 
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Challenging Catalysts of Heritage: Impact of Disasters, 
Climate Change and Environment in Sri Lankan Heritage 

 

Bindu Urugodawatte 
binduling@gmail.com  

The rapidly changing modern world governed by information and technology is 
creating hitherto unknown challenges and catalysts in heritage management.  
Among these challenges, impact of disasters, climate change and environment have 
been ignored in Sri Lanka, but slowly and steadily these impacts are increasing.  The 
impact of disasters, both human and natural on Tangible Heritage of Sri Lanka is 
gradually increasing as no precautions at Tangible Heritage sites are taken at these 
emergencies.  This is further aggravated by the fact that Tangible Heritage sites such 
as Temples, Kovils and Churches are the first place for gatherings and relief services 
during disasters. Intangible Heritage is affected through the deaths, lack of raw 
material and resources, etc., caused due to disasters. While Climate Change is 
creating short- and long-term impacts on Tangible Heritage, many of these impacts 
are yet to be identified in Sri Lanka. The environments of the Tangible Heritage Sites 
need to be understood in order to protect the Sri Lankan Heritage. Disasters, 
Climate Change and Environment are entities which are bound together in being the 
catalyst for both protection and destruction. The research methodology was 
multidisciplinary including archaeological field work, social, cultural, climate, 
geographical, environmental, economic, etc.  This research is based on over 30 years 
of archaeological field work and documentation of sites I have carried out.  These 
include notes and photographic documentation. A literary survey was carried out 
to understand the condition of the tangible and intangible heritage in a 
multidisciplinary approach. The data collected was analysed with weather 
information, location, geographical location (wet zone, dry zone, plains, mountains, 
rural, urban etc.), etc.   The changes created by disasters and climate change in some 
cases can be reversed. However, there is insufficient data to address this issue, 
especially with intangible heritage. In urban areas and cities air pollution also 
contributes towards the damage of tangible and intangible heritage.  In some cases, 
the damages could have been prevented through regular maintenance work which 
were neglected due to lack of financial and human resources.  Low-cost traditional 
and indigenous knowledge methods were ignored due to lack of understanding and 
awareness. The heritage reports of Sri Lanka lacks information regarding the 
environmental background of the sites including the flora and fauna of the area, and 
this lack created a big gap in knowledge and the ability to identify the environmental 
damages. In order to address the short- and long-term issues of the impact of 
disasters and climate change on heritage, human resources should be improved.  A 
policy should be developed based on the characteristics of each area.  Tangible 
Heritage sites should specially include information regarding the environment of 

the sites. 
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Climatic Response and Heritage Preservation of  
Arcades in Colombo Fort 

 

Kavindu Gayan Wijesiri Narayana 
Department of Architecture - University of Moratuwa 

narayanakgw.21@uom.lk 

Arcades are one of the most significant architectural features within the urban 
fabric of Colombo Fort, serving both climatic and cultural purposes. These shaded 
walkways have shaped the pedestrian experience of the city by moderating micro 
climatic conditions. This paper investigates the climatic response and heritage value 
of arcades, focusing on two key case studies: the Gaffoor Building and the Grand 
Oriental Hotel. By highlighting their passive climatic role and cultural significance, 
this study argues for the preservation of arcades as critical elements of Sri Lanka’s 
architectural heritage. The research objectives are threefold: first, to examine how 
arcades contribute to micro climatic comfort through shading, ventilation, and 
mitigation of the urban heat island effect; second, to document the architectural 
features and materiality that support passive climatic responses; and third, to 
assess the importance of preserving arcades as historical landmarks that embody 
cultural continuity while addressing contemporary climate challenges. 
Methodologically, the research combines field observations, climatic data analysis, 
and digital simulations to evaluate thermal comfort levels around selected arcades. 
ENVI-met software was employed to model environmental conditions, supported 
by photographic documentation and measured data. The Gaffoor Building and 
Grand Oriental Hotel were chosen as case studies. Key findings highlight that the 
arcades of both buildings significantly reduce thermal stress at pedestrian level. The 
Gaffoor Building, with its east-west orientation and robust masonry, demonstrates 
how colonial architects adapted construction methods to tropical conditions. Its 
arcades effectively moderate temperature fluctuations, provide airflow, and 
enhance pedestrian usability throughout the day. The Grand Oriental Hotel, despite 
facing challenges of eastward orientation and heavy solar exposure, benefits from 
its arcades that maintain shaded walkways and promote social interaction. The 
study concludes that preserving arcades ensures continuity of heritage while 
promoting sustainable urban development. Revaluing historical arcades provides 
lessons for future architectural practices, particularly in reducing reliance on 
energy-intensive cooling systems. Furthermore, adaptive reuse of these structures, 
such as the refurbishment of the Gaffoor Building, demonstrates how heritage 
preservation and contemporary urban needs can be harmonized. 
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History. She did her bachelor’s degree in History at Colombo University, and 
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University. She pursued her PhD in History at the Centre for History of 

Medicine at University of Warwick, UK in May 2014 through a Wellcome 

Trust Strategic Award. Her monograph titled ‘A Critical History of Women’s 

Health in Modern Sri Lanka’ is published through the Orient Blackswan in 
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Rethinking Heritage in Sri Lanka:  
Centre – Periphery Dynamics and Policy Change 

 

P. Ahilan1* and M. Thiruvarangan2 
1Department of Fine Arts, University of Jaffna 

2Department of Linguistics and English, University of Jaffna 
ahilanp@univ.jfn.ac.lk 

A majoritarian thrust both explicit and implicit is observed in cultural discourses as 
well as in material and institutional practices surrounding heritage and heritage 
preservation in Sri Lanka. Heritage sites associated with minority communities, or 
located in regions predominantly inhabited by them, are frequently destroyed, 
neglected, or appropriated, often with the support of the military apparatuses of the 
state, to advance majoritarian nation-building projects. Sites closely tied to the 
wartime memories of minority communities are dismantled or reconstructed under 
the guise of development, without consultation with those communities and often 
in ways that inflict emotional and symbolic violence. The Antiquities Ordinance of 
1940, along with subsequent amendments such as the 1998 revision, has failed to 
address this entrenched cultural majoritarianism. Similarly, Article 9 of Sri Lanka’s 
Constitution, which institutionalizes a religious hierarchy with Buddhism at the 
apex, has acted as a catalyst for chauvinistic heritage practices. This paper 
highlights specific heritage preservation initiatives that marginalize minority 
communities and calls for inclusive legislative and constitutional reforms alongside 
transformative heritage policies and practices. Critiquing anachronistic nation-
building projects that frame heritage sites as having a singular, linear past, the paper 
emphasizes the need to narrate these sites in ways that acknowledge their historical 
specificities, multiple pasts, and the cultural and political meanings they have 
acquired over time. Instead of centralized, top-down initiatives, the paper advocates 
for approaches that recognize and prioritize the sentiments, role and agency of local 
communities in preserving the sites they inhabit, use, and remain deeply attached 
to in the present. 
 

Keywords: Antiquities ordinance, Constitutional reforms, Cultural discourses, 
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Intangible Heritage Features and Cultural Tourism 
Opportunities: A Study Based on the Valvettithurai Region 

 

M.S. Duvaraga Sathasivan 
Department of History, University of Jaffna 

sathasivanduvaraga12@gmail.com 

Customs, beliefs, rituals, traditional stories, lifestyles, food habits, festivals, and arts 
that have been followed by a group or community for generations are called 
intangible cultural heritage. This intangible heritage is a key component of the 
tourism industry, which aims to earn foreign currency without exports, accelerate 
regional development, and increase the scale of income-generating activities. 
Northern Sri Lanka possesses a unique Tamil heritage of intangible cultural 
features. Specifically, the Valvettithurai region is home to distinct intangible 
heritage elements that define Tamil tradition. The goal of this study is to identify the 
challenges that hinder the development of intangible heritage tourism in the 
Valvettithurai region, which, despite having invaluable intangible heritage 
resources, lags in this sector. The study also aims to create opportunities for 
intangible heritage tourism to promote cultural tourism. This research is based on 
both primary and secondary data. This study was conducted using a mixed-methods 
approach, analyzing primary data obtained through interviews and field surveys, 
and secondary data from books, articles, and magazines. Through this research, the 
intangible heritage features of the Valvettithurai region were identified. The 
research identified the following intangible heritage features of the Valvettithurai 
region: Traditional Festivals: Indira Vizha, Pattaththiruvizha (Kite Festival), and 
Velvi. Traditional Foods: Odiyalkool (a spicy seafood soup made with palm flour), 
Porivilangai, Panangai Pittu, Panattu, Ellu Paagu (a sesame sweet), Vadagam (sun-
dried crisps made with neem flower), Point Pedro vadai, and Panangai Paniyaram 
(a type of palm fruit fritter). Traditional Occupations: Farming, tobacco cultivation, 
fishing, and sesame oil production. Traditional Rites and Rituals: Naat Charakku, 
Maruthuvachi Alaippu, Maruthuvachi Paadal, Thudakku Kazhiththal, Pal Kolukattai, 
Sammandakalappu, and Anthiratti. The main conclusion of this study is that while 
the Valvettithurai region possesses invaluable intangible heritage resources, it lags 
in tourism related to intangible heritage. The study identifies the challenges 
hindering its development and aims to create new tourism opportunities to foster 
cultural tourism in the area. 
 

Keywords: Intangible Heritage, Tourism, Traditional, Valvettithurai   

mailto:sathasivanduvaraga12@gmail.com


 
Beyond Dr. Roland Silva: Charting New Frontiers in Sri Lanka’s Cultural Heritage

 25th & 26th October 2025, Sri Lanka Foundation, Colombo 07, Sri Lanka 

 
 Central Cultural Fund & ICOMOS Sri Lanka 

153 
 

Gendered Spaces, Hidden Heritage: A Feminist Reading of 
Urban Heritage of Colombo  

 

Chameli Wijeweera* and W.P.S. Botejue 

Department of Architecture, University of Moratuwa 

chameliwijcfps@gmail.com 

Galle Fort, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, is renowned for its preserved ramparts, 
streets, and colonial architecture. Yet, the upper parts of Galle and peripheral zones 
beyond the Fort remain neglected, poorly planned, and underutilized. These spatial 
disparities restrict inclusive participation and shape unequal urban experiences, 
reflecting wider socio-spatial inequalities intensified by development and 
gentrification. Drawing on Lefebvre’s Production of Space, this study interprets 
Galle as a layered urban landscape where physical form, social practice, and 
symbolic meaning intersect, producing both visible and hidden spatial narratives. 
The study compares the Fort’s preserved heritage with the upper residential and 
peripheral areas of Galle to examine how spatial hierarchies and gentrification 
influence everyday life and social interaction. It further proposes strategies for 
inclusive heritage and urban management that promote equitable engagement for 
women, men, and marginalized communities. Methodologically, the research 
integrates archival analysis of Galle’s colonial and postcolonial development with 
photographic surveys and observational studies covering the Fort, upper quarters, 
back lanes, and commercial strips. This approach maps tangible features 
architecture, streets, and public spaces alongside intangible dimensions such as 
memory, cultural practices, and social networks embedded in overlooked areas. 
Findings indicate that while the Fort receives preservation funding and tourism 
attention, upper residential areas, alleys, and peripheral markets—many of 
historical and cultural value remain neglected, resulting in underuse and social 
exclusion. Nonetheless, diverse users informally activate these spaces through 
everyday practices that sustain local culture but remain invisible in formal heritage 
narratives. Applying Lefebvre’s triad of perceived, conceived, and lived space 
reveals how design, policy, and daily practice intertwine, offering opportunities to 
reclaim neglected areas and democratize access. The study concludes that 
conservation must extend beyond Galle Fort’s iconic core to include its overlooked 
zones, recognizing hidden practices and social dimensions to foster a more 
democratic, inclusive, and culturally continuous urban landscape. 
 

Keywords: Galle, Gentrification, Neglected spaces, Spatial democracy, Urban 
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